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Introduction 
Have you ever imagined what it would be like if you were born in different birth orders? Various studies have shown that your intelligence level and personality will change accordingly. In another word, you are very likely to have your older brother’s IQ and persona if you were born prior to him. In most cases, there is a great expectation on the firstborn whereby it leads them to act responsibly as compared to their siblings. For those born in the middle of the birth order, they tend to be more rebellious and may act very competitively towards their older siblings (Michalski & Shackelford, 2001). On the other hand, the lastborn tends to be more of an attention seeker and instead of competing would prefer to be treated as being special. The factors above have an influence on both the social and behavioral tendencies of the children as they grow up (Rathus, 2014). The first-born child is predetermined to be more intelligent due to social and socioeconomic factors as well as the different attention they receive from parents. This paper seeks to find out the relationship between birth order and intelligence level.
Literature review 
According to Sulloway (2007), family dynamics such as the size of the family one is born in and parental IQ have an influence as to the level of intelligence observable from children. Moreover, socio-economic factors do play a role in the intelligence levels of children (Barclay, 2015). Therefore, the embarking on studies that are based on children would be much more efficient in the determination of birth order influences as opposed to when the studies are based on adults (Sulloway, 2007). This allows for the use of alternative perspective to dispel social preconceptions on intelligence.
The work of Rodgers, Cleveland & Rowe raises the issues on the consideration of the factors such as the assessment of data from within the family and those from between family. According to Rodgers et al. (2000), the reliance on cross-sectional data, which is collected in the within-family model, negates the differences that would be evident from in-between family models. The study has been able to reveal that there is a relationship between parents’ IQ and the sizes of their families whereby parents with low IQ tend to have large families (Rodgers et al., 2000). However, this relationship does not translate into low IQ in the children since many other socio-economic factors have to come into play towards growth in IQ.
Discussion 
	Socio-economic factor plays a significant role on the intelligence levels of children. Study showed that the scope of intelligence decreases with childbirth order (Sulloway, 2007). This follows the analogy that for families with many children, the level of intelligence decreases whereby the last would most likely to have low IQ as compared to the firstborn. Socioeconomic factors are expected to play a part taking into consideration that the larger the family, the bigger the financial burden (Rathus, 2014). Therefore, in the case lack of adequate resources for the family priority is given to the elder child first. This impacts the ability of the younger siblings to improve on their IQ in low-income family. The lesser resources disturbed to the middle child can be perceived as an academic disadvantage because the elder brother will always have the upper hand. The available resources given to the middle child would have an impact on not only his IQ, but also his personality. Given that the family is heavily investing merely on the elder brother, the middle child would feel neglected. Consequently, most middle child will end up acting very rebellious and competitive as a result of growing up in such environment. 
Cooley’s looking glass self can be applied in this situation. The theory states that how we see ourselves is how we believe others see us. In this case, the elder child has a tendency to believe that their parents see him as a smart child because of all the resources put on him. The parents would raise him with certain types of expectation and the elder child will eventually believe he is a smart person and have a strong self-image. Therefore, imagination will become the reality and he will succeed in school. For the middle child, unfortunately will always be the elder brother’s runner up because of his weak self-image that he will never be superior than his elder brother.
The family setting provides for the various ways in which different family interacts with each other. Parents have a task towards ensuring that they treat their children equally with minimal preferential treatment to either (König, 2012). This is necessary as it helps the children to grow up with a perception that is less self-centered as would be the case for children who are extremely pampered by their parents. However, this becomes a dilemma to the parents as due to age, the attention directed to each of the siblings differs which has a direct impact on to how they relate not only towards each other, but also their behaviors within the society. There are considerations that parents’ ability to form a connection with the first-born changes with subsequent births since the attention is split between them (Kriistensen & Bjerkedal, 2007). The older child is therefore encouraged to act less dependent on the parents. On the other hand, the younger child will act more dependent on the parents since they want all the attention they can get from them.
a) An Analysis of the Challenges: What are the existing social factors that are making it difficult to address this issue
There exist numerous challenges in the study to determine the relationship between birth order and the level of intelligence. The social factors include the ambiguity in the definition of the more affection that the first born gets as compared to other siblings (Kriistensen & Bjerkedal, 2007). This emerges from the inability to quantify the level of attention that a parent shows to their child. In addition, cultural differences have shown that different cultures have diverse views on the portrayal of attention. Therefore, what may be considered as excessive attention to a particular cultural group might be considered as normal levels of attention towards other children. It thus makes it difficult to make a generalized approach to the issue, which can be a perfect fit for any cultural background.    
b) The Future: Where are we going - from an academic standpoint
Future studies have to focus on other influences towards the level of intelligence to provide a link into how the impact of birth order still manifests itself despite the many flaws that exist in the postulation. The societal structure has to be studied more intently to identify underlying factors from a sociological perspective (Wichman et al., 2006). Research in future has to address the shortcomings in previous studies on intelligence and birth order as a way of creating a new perspective in the study. In addition, most studies have been conducted on males thus it would also be important that new studies in the field address if there are significant variances that exist when the study population is of the female gender. This is important since both sexes are subjected to varying degrees of attention from a young age which could have an impact on the levels of IQ regardless of birth order (Barclay, 2015).   
Conclusion
Other studies argue that social rank plays a greater role in the level of IQ as compared to birth order within a single family. A study conducted on 250,000 military drafts shows that the level of IQ in siblings is more dependent on the social ranking within the family rather the birth order of the children (Kriistensen & Bjerkedal, 2007). Social rank within the family is determined by the ability of the individual to respond to changes within their immediate environment and how this is reflected in the decisions that they make. Those who rank first on the social ranking tend to postulate themselves as teachers to their younger siblings (König, 2012). Therefore, the situation gives them an opportunity towards decision making hence the role helps towards the enhancement of their IQ. According to Kristensen and Bjerkedal (2007), the consideration of IQ releases more consistent results especially in cases where the older sibling is deceased thus the child raised as the eldest tends to show high IQ. Moreover, the measure of intelligence employed might not be able to capture the abilities of the younger siblings who are socially wired to respond to certain roles different (Barclay, 2015). Therefore, any research within the field has to ensure it addresses the social environment of its subjects taking into consideration the role changes that exists in families during times of financial and social difficulties.   
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