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Learning Activity # 7
PERSONAL ETHICAL POLICY & PROCESS
GOAL:   Develop and articulate in writing a personal ethical policy and process for moral deliberation, decision, and action.  In this regard, the written presentation is to highlight three components of a personal approach to ethical thinking and acting.  

· The source (authority base) of one’s ethical values 

(Why is what you believe important?  Where did your beliefs come from?)
· The substance (content) of one’s ethical values in response to contemporary 
ethical challenges  (What are the essential core values of your ethical views?  Identify 

and describe them and clarify why they are important and how they are part of you.) 
· The steps that are part of a personal process by which you reference your ethical 

source and substance in applying your ethical values to ethical dilemmas  

(How will you apply your values to life’s situations?  How will you deliberate, decide, and 
act in accordance with what you believe as right?  What steps are crucial to evaluating,

deciding, and acting on everyday moral challenges, be they ordinary or special?)
The first part of the essay focuses on the source of one’s ethical values.  It should begin with a general statement of one’s personal ethical beliefs and commitments, and what policy or authority base is a source for them.  Examples of common sources include family emphases, religious beliefs, and political traditions.  Clarification must be given to identifying from where and on what basis one’s views and values have been developed. 
The second part of the essay should summarize the essential substance of one’s ethical values.  In this regard, one highlights the ethical values and views that are most central to what one believes to be right and good.  Herein, in describing one’s ethical commitments, one underscores the connection between one’s ethical source and substance.   For instance, a connection between what one values and why might be noted in referencing the Ten Commandments, or the Golden Rule, or the U.N.’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, or wisdom from one’s grandmother.

The third part of the essay should identify key steps of decision-making whereby one applies one’s values to ethical challenges in today’s world.  This entails outlining a personal process for deliberating on, deciding, and acting in response to ethical dilemmas.  Each student should describe an overall process for such, and then list step by step the ingredients of the process.  Some reference to examples may be helpful in clarifying the process.  
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GUIDELINE:  This project and written paper should follow this format:
1) Reflect on the basic source and substance of your ethical values.  Identify the key sources of your ethical values and summarize the key components of the substance of those values.  Then identify and list steps that are part of a process for you to apply your ethical values to ethical challenges and dilemmas faced in today’s world.
2) Present in writing a discussion and summary of the ethical source, substance, and steps in the decision-making process that you have identified for yourself.  The following components should be the major parts of your written work:  

· An outline of your reflection and discussion to be included as a Table of Contents
· An introduction to your paper—its purpose, components, and organization
· A discussion and summary of the essential sources of your ethical values 

(describing contributions from family, friends, religion, school, culture,

philosophy, politics, and other traditions and sources, etc.)
· An identification and summary of the central substance of your ethical values 

(denoting important moral values, principles, guidelines, models, etc.)
· A delineation of a step by step process for applying your ethical values to 
ethical challenges in today’s world
(describing the process overall and then the specific steps in it)

· A conclusion to your reflection and discussion
(delineating a summary of your ethical source, substance, and steps)
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Note:  The total length of the written report should be about 700--900 words 
(4-5 pages).  It should include an outline and complete bibliographic 
information on sources consulted and cited.  The assignment is valued at 
140 points (i.e. 14% of the final course grade).  PLEASE NOTE: This assignment cannot be accepted if late. For credit, submit all work on time!!!
Ethics and Contemporary Society

 Learning Activity # 7
 PERSONAL ETHICAL POLICY & PROCESS
           continued
[image: image4.jpg]it’s all about

Watch your thoughts
they become words.
Watch your words;
they become actions.
Watch your actions
they become habils.
Watch your habits; @)
they become character.
Watch your character;
it becomes your destiny.





 The successful Personal Ethical Policy and Process Paper 

will conform to the following guidelines and standards:


Standard of Assessment





Point Value

[ ]
Includes an outline (Table of Contents style) of your essay

 
05
[ ]
Provides an introduction to your paper--—
its purpose, components, organization





10

[ ]
Features a discussion and summary of the essential sources of 
your ethical values (highlighting contributions from family, 
friends, religion, culture, philosophy, politics, etc.)



25



[ ]
Highlights an identification and summary of the central substance 
of your ethical values (denoting important moral values, principles, 
guidelines, models, etc.)







25
[ ]
Includes a delineation the steps of a process for applying your 
ethical values to ethical challenges (describing the process overall 
and also in specific detail regarding the ingredients and steps in it)

25
[ ]
Offers a conclusion to your reflection and discussion



10
[ ]
Cites and documents sources appropriately throughout the paper

05 
[ ]
Includes a complete and appropriate bibliography (MLA format)

05
[ ]
Features a writing style of complete sentences, clear expression, 
and descriptive vocabulary






10

[ ]
Utilizes good organization and topic sentences in paragraphs

10

[ ]
Employs standards of conventional English re: grammar, usage,


punctuation, capitalization, etc.






10













__







TOTAL:


(out of possible 140 points)
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