.
Aeschylus’ Oresteia is a mythic foundation story about the creation and
function of the Areopagus court in Athens. In book one of his history, Livy also
blends myth and history, writing a version of Rome’s foundation that he openly
admits is based on myths that involve the gods. In both of these works, we read
about interactions between humans and gods and see how these interactions can
be construed as the catalysts for the foundation of particular human institutions.
In short, both texts deal with the relationship between gods and humans and
suggest that the gods play some role in the foundation of human institutions.
Aeschylus and Livy portray the relationship between humans and gods
similarly in some respects and differently in others.
What do the similarities and differences between these two authors’
presentation of gods and humans’ roles in these foundation stories tell us about
their respective views of human efficacy (as opposed to divine efficacy) and
humanity’s ability to dictate its own course, free from divine interference?
Note that your thesis should focus on your answer to the actual question about
the authors’ respective views of humanity’s relationship with the gods, as
opposed to simply being a list of similarities and differences. All similarities
and differences that you discuss in your paper need to be presented as evidence
that furthers your answer to the actual question. I cannot stress this enough. If
you just turn in a list of similarities and differences, then things will not end
well for you.

Instruction
(1) the foundation of the Aeropagus, and whether it was human or gods who played the larger role in that; (2) a similar foundation story from Livy, and whether it was humans or gods who played the larger role in that; (3) a position on what these foundation stories tell us about human action versus divine action in each author; and (4) the differences between the two.




Formatting
Papers are to be 5 pages long, give or take 1/2 of a page; double-spaced; having
1” margins at top and bottom and 1.25” margins on the left and right; and
written in 12 point Times New Roman font. 
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