

Conflict and Negotiation Annotated Bibliography tutorial
Dr. Janet Jacobsen

This tutorial is edited from a number of academic sources (listed at the end of the tutorial).  It is geared specifically to this class assignment; nevertheless, it should be useful for planning similar work in other classes.  It has two main parts:  
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Preparing an annotated bibliography, and 
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Selecting and working with relevant journal articles.  

It also includes tips on wording in an annotated bibliography.

Preparing an annotated bibliography
What is an annotated bibliography?
An annotated bibliography is an alphabetical list of citations of published research. Each citation is followed by a brief (typically around 125 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. This informs the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.
Annotations vs. abstracts
Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or in periodical indexes. Annotations are a concise description of a particular source, including important aspects of content not evident in the title. It enables the researcher to establish the relevance of a specific journal article and to decide whether to consult the full text of the work. 
What your annotation should include:
· Complete reference information, done correctly in APA style (6h edition)
· Summarize the point of the article.  For example, what are the main arguments? If someone asked what this article is about, what would you say? 
· Give an overview of the arguments and proofs/evidence addressed in the work; note the resulting conclusion. 

· When appropriate, describe the author's methodology or approach. For instance, you might mention if the source is an ethnography or if the author employs a particular kind of theory.  
· Conclude with your evaluation or why you feel this work is relevant to your case.

Summarizing the argument of a source:
An annotation of an academic source briefly restates the main argument of the source.  For example, it typically identifies the source’s thesis (or research question, or hypothesis), its major methods of investigation, and its main conclusions. Keep in mind that summarizing the point of an article is a different task than describing or listing its contents.     
The following reading strategies can help you identify the argument of your source:
· Identify the author's thesis (central claim or purpose) or research question. Both the introduction and the conclusion can help you with this task. 

· Look for repetition of key terms or ideas. Follow them through the text and see what the author does with them. Note especially the key terms that occur in the thesis or research question that governs the text. 

· Notice how the text is laid out and organized. What are the main divisions or sections? What is emphasized? Why? Accounting for why will help you to move beyond listing contents and toward giving an account of the argument. 

· Identify the method used to investigate the problem(s) addressed in the text. 

· Pay attention to the opening sentence(s) of each paragraph, where authors often state concisely their main point in the paragraph. 

· Look for paragraphs that summarize the argument. A section may sometimes begin or conclude with such a paragraph. 

Sample annotated bibliography entries for journal articles for this assignment
Dion, K. K., & Dion, K. L. (1993). Individualistic and collectivistic perspectives on gender and the cultural context of love and intimacy. Journal of Social Issues, 49, 53-69.

The authors examine the impact of individualism and collectivism on cultural perspectives on love and close relationships by comparing two individualistic societies (the U.S. and Canada) with three collectivist societies (China, India, and Japan).   The article also considers the relationship between gender and love in individualistic and collectivist cultures. The authors examine three propositions: (a) romantic love is a more important basis for marriage in individualist than in collectivist cultures; (b) psychological intimacy is more important to marital satisfaction and personal well-being in individualistic societies than in collectivistic societies; and (c) certain aspects of individualism can make the development of intimacy problematic.  This thought-provoking article addresses an issue of interest to most college undergraduates.

Schaie, K. W. (1993). The Seattle longitudinal studies of adult intelligence. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 2(6), 171-175.

This study draws upon data from 5,000 subjects studied from 1956 through 1991. Selected psychometric abilities are examined to demonstrate the presence or absence of age-related changes. Changes in intellectual abilities with age are discussed according to primary mental abilities (e.g., active or fluid abilities, passive or crystallized abilities, etc.). Findings indicate that many problems associated with aging are preventable, related to loss of control, boredom, etc. and recommends an intellectually stimulating environment as a preventive measure. The article concludes by highlighting generational differences and issues of family similarity on patterns of aging.

Selecting and working with relevant journal articles

Selecting your sources:

Define the scope of your research carefully so that you can make good judgments about what sources to include.  Give careful thought to these questions:  What problem am I investigating? What question(s) am I trying to pursue?  

Assessing the relevance and value of sources:

When considering a journal article as a source for your study, look beyond the title and abstract.  What does it have to say that is clearly relevant to your case?  For instance:
· Are you interested in the way the source frames its research question or in the way it goes about answering it (its method)? Does it make new connections or open up new ways of seeing the problem? 

· Does the source gather and analyze a particular body of evidence that you find relevant? 

· How do the source's conclusions bear on your own investigation? 

In order to determine how you will use the source and discuss its relevance, it will be helpful for you to assess the quality of its argument:  Why is it of value? What are its limitations? How well defined is its research problem? How effective is its method of investigation? How good is the evidence? Would you draw the same conclusions from the evidence?

The students’ guide to reading an academic study:
The title and the abstract should give you a pretty good idea of what the study is about.  However, generally the abstract is written by the study’s author(s) and does not always do the best job of telling you what’s important in the article.  If the journal includes a key word list with the article, the key words can also be an important clue to the contents.  Hence key word searches can turn up sources that a title or abstract search might not.

The introduction section generally tells you about the current state of the research on the topic, often including the key early work on the subject, and recent related research.  It may also discuss theories that have been (or could be) used in understanding this topic.  Often the introduction will also explain why the topic is important or interesting.  So the introduction tells you about other studies that might be relevant to your work, and about other researchers who have pursued this topic on the past.  If you need additional sources for your own work, follow up to see what they are doing recently.

Next is likely to be a section on the questions or hypotheses to be tested, followed by the research methods, data collection, and data analysis.  Pay attention to how the study attempted to answer the question.  Was this a reasonable approach?  Who were the subjects (sex, age, environment)?  Are the subjects appropriate for the study, or does being a “sample of convenience” impact the effectiveness of the research?  Can results based on these subjects logically apply to your question?  For example, can conclusions regarding conflict between romantic partners reasonably be applied to roommate conflicts?

Generally you can skip the data analysis section, because the key findings will be summarized in the results/conclusion.  This section should give an overview of how the study answered the questions raised, its contributions on the topic, ideas for future research (an excellent place to look for ideas if you are asked to design a study), and limitations of the study (also a good place to identify possible research ideas).  

When looking at the results, focus on what relates to your question or interest.  What a study failed to find or support can be as important to your topic as their positive results.  

Finally, if you are looking for other sources on your topic, give attention to the reference list.  If an author is cited several times, they are likely to be an important source and may have more recent relevant work.
Some language for talking about texts and arguments
(from the University of Toronto)
It is sometimes challenging to find the vocabulary in which to summarize and discuss a text. Here is a list of some verbs for referring to texts and ideas that you might find useful:

	account for
	clarify
	describe
	exemplify
	indicate
	question

	analyze
	compare
	depict
	exhibit
	investigate
	recognize

	argue
	conclude
	determine
	explain
	judge
	reflect

	assess
	criticize
	distinguish
	frame
	justify
	refer to

	assert
	defend
	evaluate
	identify
	narrate
	report

	assume
	define
	emphasize
	illustrate
	persuade
	review

	claim
	demonstrate
	examine
	imply
	propose
	suggest


	The evidence indicates that . . .
	The article assesses the effect of . . .

	The author identifies three reasons for . . .
	The article questions the view that . . .


Sources
The guide to reading an academic study was written by Janet Jacobsen.  All other content of this tutorial was borrowed in large chunks and edited here and there from the following sources (retrieved 9-22-08).

http://library.umcrookston.edu/annotate.htm

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/

http://www.apa.org/ed/biblio.html

http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm#annot

http://www.library.mun.ca/guides/howto/annotated_bibl.php

http://www.skidmore.edu/library/help/annotatedbibliography.htm

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/annotated_bibliographies.html

http://www.utoronto.ca/writing/annotatebib.html


