Lesson 6: Adenauer and Post-War Germany
Lesson Essay
When you can accomplish the learning objectives for this lesson, you should begin work on the lesson essay described below. You may use any assigned readings, your notes, and other course-related materials to complete this assignment. Be sure to reread the essay grading criteria on the Grades and Assessments page.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay should be about 1000 words long, typed double space with one-inch margins on each side. It is worth 100 points and should address the following:
Discuss the details of the Marshall Plan in comparison with the Morgenthau Plan. What were the reasons that led the United States to implement the Marshall Plan? What were the repercussions of this decision with regard to the denazification of Germany? How did the United States profit from this decision in the post-war period?

Learning Objectives
After completing this lesson, you should be able to do the following:
· Briefly summarize the major military events before and during World War II.
· Describe the situation at hour zero in Germany.
· Provide a chronology of the political events that led to the division of Germany and the beginning of the Cold War.
· Explain the reasons for the economic miracle during the 1950s.
Commentary
Events Leading to World War II
Before jumping to the end of the Nazi regime in 1945 and the formation of the Federal Republic of Germany in 1949, I do want to provide a very brief historical overview of the Nazis' aggressive foreign policy before and during World War II.
After Hitler had secured his dictatorship through the Röhm-Putsch in 1934, he made no secret of his overall intentions to increase Germany's military power. He violated the Treaty of Versailles by introducing military conscription in 1935 and began to expand the German Wehrmacht into a huge army (in part through conscription, in part by dissolving the SA into the Wehrmacht). In 1936, German troops occupied the demilitarized zone of the Rhineland, while, at the same time, providing military support for General Franco, who became dictator of Spain the same year. Two years later, in 1938, Germany marched into Austria and proclaimed theAnschluss (union) of the two countries. In September of that year, the British Prime Minister Chamberlain appeased Hitler at an international conference in Munich, after which Hitler immediately occupied first theSudentenland (the German-heritage region of Czechoslovakia) and, half a year later, the remaining Czech lands, naming them the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. Although France and Great Britain still did not engage the Nazis at that time, they publicly vowed to defend Poland should Hitler dare to invade it as well. Although Hitler continued to assert his peaceful intentions, everybody who had followed his political career or was even vaguely familiar with Mein Kampf knew that war was inevitable. This is precisely what happened on September 1, 1939: Hitler invaded Poland. In response, France and Great Britain declared war against Germany.
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
The first West German chancellor was the conservative politician Konrad Adenauer, who at the time was already
seventy-three years old. Nonetheless, Adenauer kept his post for fourteen years until 1963. (He died in 1967 at
the age of ninety-one.) Adenauer was the leading political figure of the immediate post-war era. He was largely
responsible for the politics of Western integration and Germany's close friendship to the United States during the
19505 and 1960s. Born as a Catholic in the ity of Cologne in 1876, Adenauer's upbringing and mentality was
decidedly anti-Prussian. He was strictly opposed to the Prussian military spiit and had ittie interest in German
nationalism. In 1917, shortly before the end of World War I, he became the mayor of Cologne, but he rejected an
offer to become chancellor of the Weimar Republic in 1926—no doubt because he realized early on that the.
republic was doomed. Adenauer was arrested one day after Hitler's Roehm-Putsch in 1934, but released soon
thereafter. He was arrested again in 1944, after the failed Stauffenberg Putsch against Hitler but was able to
survive until the end of the war, when he became president of the conservative CDU (the Christian Democratic
Union) in the British occupation zone. The major rival of the CDU was (and still is) the left-oriented SPD (Socialist
Party of Germany). The other parties of the time are no longer represented in today's parliament

Adenauer was the major force pushing West Germany toward European integration and into the Western
alliance. He and the French President Charles de Gaulle initiated the build-up of a united Europe that led to the
European Community as it exists today. In 1951, Germany joined the European Coal and Steel Community as.
well as the Council of Europe: in 1954, it became a member of the European Atomic Energy Community
(Euratom) along with France, Great Britain, and the three Benelux states (Belgium, Netherlands, and
Luxembourg). These six countries created the European Economic Community in 1957, which by now has
expanded to include twenty-seven member states. West Germany aiso joined NATO (which had been formed in
1949 by the United States, Canada, and ten Western European states) in 1955, and was allowed to rearm one.
year later.

When West Germany became a sovereign state again in 1955, Adenauer insisted that his small hometown of
Bonn, located on the Rhine, be made s capital rather than the more obvious choices—Berlin or Frankiurt, for
example. The decision was motivated by Adenauer's personal preference and his dislike for Prussia, no doubt.
But it also carried a large symbolic meaning: Germany literally distanced itself from its military past and from the.
Eastern territory by moving its center far to the west and closer to France. At the same time, the small size of
Bonn signaled an end to Germany's imperialist ambitions. It was as if Adenauer wanted to tell the world that West
Germany was happy to withdraw from the world stage. its main ambition now being to serve as a dependable
partner for its Wester allies. (Precisely the opposite message was sent to the world when united Germany
decided to elect Berlin s its capital during the early 1990s—this, at least, is how the Poles and many other
European nations interpreted the decision. They protested what they saw as a move demonstrating Germany's
renewed interest in its former easten territories. These fears were unfounded, it is safe to say, but the episode.
aptly shows the political dynamite inherent in such symbolic acts like choosing  nation's capital.)
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The Economic Miracle

The economic miracle is the name for the "miraculous” recovery of Germany's economy during the 1950s and
1960s. With the help of the American-sponsored Marshall Plan, Germany was quickly rebuitt and became (once
‘again) an economic powerhouse. Even though its economy lost considerable steam after German reunffication
due to mismanagement, fraud, and the serious economic problems of the former GDR, united Germany is stil the
third largest economy in the world today (behind the United States and Japan)

The mastermind behind the early success was Ludwig Erhard, the German Federal Minister of Economic Affairs.
He introduced a social market economy that went back to the basic principles inaugurated by Bismarck toward
the end of the nineteenth century, including a universal health-care plan as well as federally guaranteed pension
plans and other social programs. This was an attractive program for workers, and there was more than enough
work for everybody: after all, the entire country had to be rebuilt from scratch! In fact, there were not enough
workers in Germany at the time. so the government actively began to recruit foreign workers (Gastarbeiter,
literally "guest-workers") mostly from the Mediterranean countries like Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, and, above
all, from Turkey. These workers form the basis of the large Turkish population in Germany today (about seven
million). Until the mid-1950s, there was also a steady influx of refugees and expellees from the former German
territories in the East—some critics put that number as high as fourteen million, others speak of only ten million
people.

Germany's economic boom lasted untilthe first economic recession at the end of the 1960s. Ever since, there.
have been attempts by some politicians to reduce the numbers of foreign workers in Germany by sending them
"back home." Today, however, many of these foreigners have been living in Germany for forty or fifty years, and
there are second- and even third-generation descendents that rightly consider Germany their home, having been
born and raised there. In 2000, Germany implemented a much discussed citizenship reform that allowed foreign
nationals to naturalize if they had stayed in Germany legally for at least eight years and had been gainfully
employed during that time. All children of foreign nationals born in Germany are automatically German if one of
their parents has lived in Germany for a minimum of three years. These children will have to choose by their
twenty-third birthday which citizenship they want to adopt. In exceptional cases, dual citizenship is allowed.

Back in the 19605, however, none of these changes was in sight, and many Germans considered the presence of
foreign nationals as a threat to their social and economic security. The younger generation, however. saw the
increasing nationalism as yet another sign that their parent generation had failed to work through the Nazi past
and still remained as intolerant of racial. national. and/or cultural differences as ever before. Together with the
authoritarian atmosphere at the German universities, the war in Vietnam, and the various socialist-communist
movements across the world, the conservative climate led to growing protests by young Germans, often students,
and exploded into open violence and terrorism toward the end of the decade.
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Study Questions

To test your knowledge. answer the following study questions and click on the "Show Answer(s)" link to check
your answers.
1. What does the term "hour zero" refer to?

B Hide Answer(s)

It refers to the situation in Germany immediately after the end of World War II, when the entire
country lay in ruins and a completely new state needed to be built. The expression is ambiguous,
though, because it implies that one does not have to work through the incredible events of the Third
Reich but can simply forget about them and instead begin anew with a clear conscience. This is

precisely what most Germans chose to do. They were aided by the overall poltical goal of the
Western allies to enable a quick economic recovery that focused on the tasks ahead instead of the.
immediate past. This politics of "public amnesia” seriously backfired during the 1960s, as it
contributed to the student protest and the rise of terrorism in West Germany.
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2. What were the effects of the "Berlin blockade"?
B Hide Answer(s)

The "Berlin blockade" took place between 1948 and 1949, when the Soviet troops cut off supplies to
the Western part of the city. In response, the allies (under American leadership) guaranteed the
survival of Berlin via air. Their planes supplied medication, food, and other necessary items for

almost thirteen months without interruption. Of course, Germans in general, and the Berlin
population in particular, were extremely grateful for this humanitarian relief, and it deepened the
bond between Germany and the United States for many decades to come. But the "Beriin blockad
also cemented the existence of two separate Germanys and led to the outbreak of the Cold War.

3. What caused the "economic miracle"?
B Hide Answer(s)

The "economic miracle” is the term for the amazing speed with which Germany recovered from
World War Il and once again established itself as a leading industrial nation in 1950s and 1960s. A
major factor was the substantial American aid package of the Marshall Plan: another was the.

decisiveness and willpower with which Germany sought to overcome fts international isolation and
integrate itself into the Western alliance. One should also not forget to mention the enormous
contribution of the millions of foreign workers that settled in Germany during the 1950s and 1960s.
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4. Why was Konrad Adenauer such an important political figure for post-war Germany?

B Hide Answer(s)

First, there was Adenauer's anti-Prussian, anti-nationalist, and anti-Nazi personal and political
background, which provided him with the needed moral and political respectabilty to represent
Germany's interest on the international scene after the war. Precisely because of his advanced age,
Adenauer stood for a different German past and was thus the right person to inaugurate the new

beginning of Germany. Second, Adenauer had the moral authority to lead Germany toward
European integration and into a Western alliance. Without Adenauer's excellent personal contacts
with French President Charles de Gaulle, none of this would have been possible. Finally. Adenauer
was, quite simply, a very skiled and effective poltician
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The Second World War in Europe (September 1933-May 1945)

Given Germany's immense military advantage (1.5 million well-equipped German soldiers against an understaffed
and unprepared Polish army of mostly volunteers), it was no surprise that the so-called Blitzkrieg (lightning war)
against Poland lasted only four weeks and ended with Poland's total capitulation. Hitler's attack of Denmark,
Norway, and France was similarly successful. Only the invasion of Great Britain (codeword: Operation Sea Lion)
did not go as planned, because the German air force failed to establish air superiority, without which an invasion
of the istand was all but impossible. Next to the Americans, Hitler admired the British the most, which is why he
tried to negotiate a separate treaty with them several times, to no avail. He was more successful with ltaly and
Japan, and in September of 1940, he formed an alliance with both of them. (Japan was supposed to tie down the
Americans should they enter the war, which indeed happened in December of 1941 after Japan's attack on Pearl
Harbor and Germany's declaration of war against the United States on December 11, 1941.)

Hitler's disdain for all Stavic peoples ran as deep as his admiration for the British and the Americans. So,
although he had already signed a pact of nonaggression with Stalin on August 23, 1939, he turned against
Russia when the planned invasion of Great Britain was out of the question. He did so partly because he
considered Russia the last support for British resistance, and partly because the conquest of Lebensraum (living
space) in the East had always been pivotal to his politics. The attack started on June 22, 1941. Although the.
Wehrmacht Killed or captured about two million Russian soldiers and advanced as far as 200 miles short of
Moscow, it id not succeed i destroying the Russian army nor did it force Stalin to surrender or the Russian state.
to collapse. Starting in January of 1942, Stalin ordered a series of counteroffensives. The battle waged back and
forth until November of 1942, when Hitler's sixth army found itself encircled and outnumbered by Russian troops
at Stalingrad. Of the more than 300,000 men of the sixth army. only about 90,000 survived and were taken
prisoners, and only about 5,000 of those made it back home to Germany after the war had ended. The Russian
losses in Stalingrad, however, were even higher than the Germans', making this battle one of the most costly in
the history of human warfare.

Itis generally agreed by military historians that Hitler's defeat at Stalingrad marked the beginning of the end for
Nazi Germany. On June 6, 1944, the Allied forces landed in Normandy. France, and they took the Rhineland in
March of 1945. Meanwhile, the Soviets had pushed the German forces back toward Berlin from the East and met
up with Allied forces in April of 1945 at the Elbe River. Hitler spent the last few months of the war in his bunker in
Berlin, increasingly losing touch with realty. (An intriguing and much discussed film version of Hitler's last days is
Der Untergang [Downfall] by Oliver Hirschbiegel [2004].) Following Hitler. Goebbels and other leading officials of
the Nazi regime committed suicide in late April. Germany surrendered unconditionally on May 9, 1945. The war in
the Pacific between the United States and Japan, however, went on for a few more months. It was finally ended
by the American use of the atom bomb on Nagasaki and Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, which caused the death
of hundreds of thousands of people, most of them civilians.
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At the end of the war, Germany had lost more than seven million people or more than ten percent of its
population in 1939. The overall loss of lfe in World War Il was roughly sixty-two million, with the Soviet Union
losing almost twenty-one million people, half of them civilians. The Saar region was detached from Germany and
made an autonomous province under French control. (In a later referendum in 1957, the people living in the area
voted to join Germany rather than France. Since then, the Saarland has been one of the now sixteen German
states.) The Eastern provinces, including East Prussia, Pomerania, and Silesia, were lost to the Soviet Union or
Poland respectively, and many Germans in these areas either were relocated by force or fled from Soviet
occupation. Their total number s estimated at about twelve million people.
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Hour Zero

At the end of the war, Germany was in total ruins. Most cities were completely destroyed, with no civil government
in place. The Allied Control Council (consisting of Allied representatives) effectively took control of the country in
the summer of 1945. This situation came to be known as "hour zero." a term meant to signify a completely new
beginning in German history. But this need for a new beginning also posed a serious problem: how to deal with
the Nazi crimes and whom to hold responsible for them—the whole German population or only those who had
deliberately collaborated with the Nazis? But who were Nazis? Party members? State officials? Regular soldiers?
Or indeed everybody who had cheered them on and supported Nazi politics? These questions were to haunt
Germany for decades to come, and we shall see in the remaining lessons how the difficulty of coming to terms.
with the Nazi past contributed to the rise of German terrorism in the 19605 and 1970 and later influenced the.
intense debate of how to deal with German Democratic Republic officials after German reunification in 1990

For now, let me emphasize the ambivalent nature of "hour zero."” On the one hand, there was no doubt that
Germany needed to break with its nationalist past and authoritarian history in order to embrace a democratic and
peaceful future. O the surface, of course, Germans were only too happy to be done with this atrocious chapter of
their country's history, particularly after the truth about the Holocaust and other Nazi crimes began to be revealed
Germany had sold its soul to the devil and needed to undergo a radical change f it were ever to take its place
‘again among other nations. On the other hand, for these changes to be serious and lasting, those responsible for
the past needed to be held accountable and the country "denazified.” in the official term. The question, however,
remained how to do this, and it soon became clear that the victors had very different notions of what
denazification meant.
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At the Potsdam Conference during July and August of 1945, the three.
major victors of the war (represented by the American President Harry
Truman, the British Prime Minister Winston Churchil, and the Soviet
general and dictator Stalin) decided to divide Germany into four
separate parts (American, British, French, and Soviet) The American
and British sectors were first combined to the bi-zone (January 1947)
and then, in 1948, joined the French sector to form the tri-zone. The
Eastern zone, by contrast, remained isolated and under Soviet rule.
Berlin was to retain a special status: although located in the Eastern part
of the country, the city, too, would be divided into four sectors.

The division of Germany was originally conceived as a temporary
solution only. France, for instance, insisted on treating Germany as a
unit, since it had not participated in the Potsdam Conference and did not
consider tseff bound by it. Due to the increasing internal strife among
the victors, each one dealt with its zone differently. France and Russia in
particular dismantled Germany's industry and transported whatever they
found useful back to their home countries. They also established serious
denazification programs and convicted many more people of
collaboration with the Nazis than the British and Americans, who, after
the conclusion of the Nuremberg trial against the highest ranking war
criminals in 1946, were much more lenient. America in particular had decided to allow Germany to recover
economically, choosing the Marshall Plan (named after Secretary of State George C. Marshall) over the
Morgenthau Plan (named after Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau, Jr.) in 1947. The latter had called for
harsh measures against Germany, including its partition into a northern and southern region as well as the
complete dismantiing of its industrial complexes, thereby effectively returning the country to an agricultural state.
The stated goal of Morgenthau was to prevent Germany from ever waging war again

Figure 6.1. Occupied Germany in 1945,

The Marshall Plan, by contrast, provided about twenty bilion doliars in economic aid to Europe and Germany in
particular. Under American leadership, the Western Allies also began to curtail the dismantling of German
industrial plants (with France putting up a lot of resistance against this plan) and allowed their sectors gradually to
reestablish consular and commercial refations with other countries. This was a sign of trust in the economic
potential and reliability of (West) Germany. But it was also based on sound economic reasoning. By adopting the
Marshall Plan, the United States tself benefited economically from the recovery of Europe: it also created a
dependable and strategically located ally in West Germany during the Cold War period
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The Cold War and the Separation of Germany

The Cold War between the West and the USSR began in eamest with
the "Berlin blockade" that lasted from April 1948 until May of 1949

Since all of Berlin lay in the Soviet occupation zone, Stalin decided to
block the food and energy supply of the Western part of the city in order
to put pressure on the Western forces to accept several of his poltical
demands. The Americans, however, decided to support the city through
the ar, using huge bomber-planes to carry supplies for the needy Berlin
population (who referred to the planes as "raisin-bombers"). Although
the Berlin Airlitt was a major success and forced the Soviets to stop their
blockade after thirteen months without having gained anything, it aiso
meant that the division of the city, and of Germany as a whole, had
become a matter of fact. Both sides hurried to turn their respective
occupation zones into newly formed nations: the Federal Republic of
Germany (FRG) was created on May 8, 1949, while the formation of the
German Democratic Republic (GDR) was announced on October 7 the
same year. Unfortunately. given the space constraints of a course such
as this, tis not possible for us to discuss the development of the GDR in
detail. which would require an entire seminar of its own. In the following i
we shall, therefore, concentrate on the Federal Republic (1., West Figure 6.2. The Berlin Ailft
Germany). We will return to the GDR briefly in the context of German

reunification
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Adenauer and Western Integration

The newly founded West German Republic was not based on a constitution, but on a preliminary "basic law"
(Grundgesetz). The latter was supposed to be augmented or supplanted by a constitution when reunification had
been achieved. The drive toward reunification, in other words, remained a goal of German politics explicitly written
into its basic law from the very beginning. West Germany, like united Germany today, was a federal nation
consisting of eleven states or "countries” (so-called Bundesiander—today. after unification, there are sixteen)

Like other Western democracies, it featured free and secret elections by the people every four years. The
parliament of about 630 representatives s called the Bundestag. It is joined by the Bundesrat (consisting of
representatives of the now sixteen states) to form the Bundesversammiung.

Given Germany's totalltarian past and s bad experiences with the Weimar Republic, some important changes
were implemented in 1949. First, the formerly strong position of the president of the republic was reduced to a
merely representative function similar to the role of the British queen. The head of the government is the.
chancellor (Kanzler), comparable with the British prime minister. All parties were allowed to compete except
those that explicitly reject the basic law and callfor the establishment of a different political system. Hence.
‘communist or ultra-right-wing nationalist parties are forbidden in Germany. Also, a party must gather at least five
percent of the overall popular vote in order to be represented in parliament. Any amount less than five percent will
be distributed proportionally among the other parties who cleared the five-percent mark. Both measures (the
prohibition of extremist parties and the five-percent hurdie) were implemented to prevent the political mess at the.
end of the Weimar Republic whose parliamentary system had been far too fragmented to allow for a strong and
stable government. A response to the plight of the victims of Nazi Germany was the very welcoming asylum policy
of West Germany, which was, however. curtailed significantly during the mid-1990s in order to reduce the number
of foreigners in Germany. The original idea, by contrast, had been exactly the opposite. It was to make sure that
victims of persecution would find a safe haven in a country that itself had been responsible for so much suffering
in the world.




