Growing up children are taught several different subjects in order to see what sparks an interest for them. Starting college is when a career needs to be chosen. Entering into college I knew what I was their for and slowly I have been learning how to get to my end goal. I have always known the job I wanted was one that would impact others in some kind of way. As I continue to pursue my career I often think about three basic elements that I need to keep in mind during my journey. These are purpose, meaning, and happiness. My definitions may be different than others, but with them I find ways to maintain a balance and know that what I want to do will be the right career for me.
            I think purpose is the reason that someone thinks something is important enough to make him or her take action. I have always known I wanted to be a teacher every since sixth grade. I see the purpose in being a teacher because it is about educating young children and giving them the knowledge to know that they can do anything and be anything they want to be. Now this won’t be easy because teaching does come with challenges and I often have my doubts. In his article, “The Challenges and Rewards of Being a Preschool Teacher”, Billy Lee Campbell writes, “Everyone loves children but not everyone has the special mindset and abilities that are needed to work with them, mold their mind and set them on the path to productive lives”. Learning about children and the different motor skills, or brain functions that begin to develop while growing up often makes me nervous that I don’t have what it takes to actually educate children. I see myself getting discouraged thinking that I won’t be a great teacher and will let the kids down.
I also know that with the right education I will be able to understand how I can educate each child as an individual. Children can build different characteristics and values based off what they see and are taught at such a young age. In an article called, “You’re Never Done Finding Purpose at Work”, Dan Pontefract quotes a women who states, “there must be more to my working life than just sitting here and making money and not actually making an impact”.  Being a teacher makes an impact on students because they need to know we want the best for them and that they can be successful. Knowing my purpose for my career choice I next move on to meaning.
            Meaning is seeing the significance in what someone is doing and the importance behind it. In “Moving Toward a Meaningful Career”, Margret Steen describes in her article that, “some people who have successful business careers find meaning in leadership. Others may be motivated by money or status”. I don’t really see this with being a teacher. What is meaningful to me would be when a child suceeds and goes on to do greater things. It’s knowing that they are confident in themselves. Mark Guterman, MeaningfulCareers.com principle, states “We have a society that judges that if you do well, you cant possibly have meaning… But if it’s important to you, it can create meaning in your work”. Preschool teachers don’t make much but helping to educate young children and show them I care about them and their decisions is important to me. That’s how I know that this career is meaningful and why I try to not let myself change my mind and think I don’t have what it takes. Making a difference in a child’s life at such a young age by giving them courage, knowledge, and confidence along with providing them a safe and loving environment is what helps me continue to further my education. This is where I find my happiness.
            Kids accomplishing goals, having fun and getting excited when they understand new curriculum makes me happy. Being allowed to work in an atmosphere where communication is key and help is provided when one asks by all the teachers takes off a lot of my nervous thoughts. The Hppy website posted “7 Factors That Determine Workplace Happiness Levels” and one of the key points where that “Employees who work in a transparent and communicative environment usually enjoy better relationships with management and colleagues and feel more invested in the overall goals of organization”. Knowing that I won’t be learning how to teach and conduct my classroom alone and that I will be building different relationships is comforting and makes me happy. Being a preschool teacher comes with several blessings, “the rewards that come from this are huge – knowing that what they are doing is building children’s futures and by doing so, contributing to making the world a better place” (Billy Lee Campbell).   I know that would enjoy working in a position that has the ability to open up kids minds to all the possibilities life has to offer them and help them know their worth and values.
            Happiness, meaning and purpose is different for everyone and is based on their own personalities. Evaluating what I want to do and seeing my purpose for it and how it is important to me and will make me happy makes me even more excited to pursue it. I think it is very important for people to really make sure that what they are doing or want to do makes them happy and means something to them. No one should be stuck or settle for a career that will make them miserable and full of regret in the end. I know that being a teacher will be the best choice for me and I am motivated to learn how I can be a good teacher for my students.

