Assignment #5: Liberals versus Conservatives - Competing Pressures or Actual Trade-Offs? 
From the handout - consider the following points - 

We have started to consider how ideology - beliefs about a preferred-state-of-the-world - can have a tremendous influence on decision-making in business and management.  Arguably, the area of business which receives the greatest amount of ideological attention is the relationship between business and government.  In short, we have all seen countless contentious debates between Democrats versus Republicans and ”Left Wing” Academics versus Ultra-Conservatives on the simple question - “What role should government have in business (and vice-versa)?”  If one did not know better - one might think that liberals and conservatives are bipolar - meaning that they have completely different viewpoints on every single issue.  Rather than take this bipolar view, let us step-back and try to objectively characterize and assess the two main “ideologies” (Liberal and Conservative) on this issue - so that we may understand their similarities and differences.

The question for us to address is - how, when and why do these two approaches come into conflict when determining the business-government relationship?  And, conversely, when do these supposedly “bipolar viewpoints” actually advocate similar conditions and circumstances for business in its relationship with government?

In the spirit of this objective assessment of the liberal versus conservative views, please do the following for this assignment:

(1)
Present Facts:  Find and present a “real life” example of a situation, issue or case in which a specific business actor (individual or firm) was interacted in some capacity with a specific government actor (federal, state, local, Congress, the President, City Council, and so on).  For example, you could write about how a firm put an affirmative action policy in place, or how a firm lobbied a congressman to oppose NAFTA or gun control.  Present the details of this example in a paragraph or two.

(2)
Apply Concepts:  In the following paragraph, analyze the specific behavior presented in your example.  Do the following:

(A)
From the section of the handout on “The Liberal Ideology” use the bolded definition of the liberal


ideology of the business-government relationship “government ought to work to ensure that business actors act to provide individuals who are part of business (employees, customers, suppliers, communities, etc.) with the greatest amount of freedom and choice - while accounting for the various social factors (race, gender, class) which make these individuals different” to suggest whether the behavior was or was not consistent with this definition.  In other words, how did behavior follow and/or not follow the liberal ideology
(B)
From the section of the handout on “The Conservative Ideology” use the bolded definition of the conservative ideology of the business-government relationship “government ought to do as little as possible to hinder business actors in their pursuit of their needs and desires - since there are natural forces in society, such as the free market, which naturally ‘regulate’ business behavior through the laws of supply and demand” to suggest whether the behavior was or was not consistent with this definition.  In other words, how did behavior follow and/or not follow the conservative ideology

{C}
Now that you have applied both the liberal and conservative view of the specific behavior - take a stand on whether, in your example, there were merely “competing pressures” between the liberal and conservative views - or if the liberal and conservative views were diametrically opposed.  Did both analyses offer similar intrepretations and justifications - how so (and/or - how did they differ?  

(3)
Critique the Concept: In the final paragraph - take a brief final stand on the question - “do the liberal ideology and conservative ideology truly come into conflict when determining the business-government relationship?”  For some of you, the answer will be a resounding “Yes” - followed by an explanation of the competing views.  For others, the answer will be a resounding “No” (or “It Depends”) - followed by an explanation of their similar views on the business-government relationship.  As always - a “right” answer is a well-argued answer!   

Finally, in a sentence or two, tell me where you got your information for section one.
