Unit 1: An Interdisciplinary Scholarly Project
Case Studies
Theoretical Context: The Case Study as a genre turns a lens towards an individual, a particular group, a place of activity, or an event.  Each is bounded in time and place.  A case study researcher studies the particulars of a case in order to look deeper into a question or phenomenon.  The case study is not generalizable to everyone, but it highlights the unique qualities of a case to give us new insights into the world.  The case study crosses almost all academic disciplines: from the social sciences, to the sciences, to business, to the humanities, and even to the arts.  While the form, structure, and use of case studies differ across the disciplines, they share an emphasis on inductive and deductive inquiry to know our world(s) better.  
Purpose: Case studies often begin with a question that the researcher wants to know more about or illustrates/adds to a complex idea.  A case study can show a gap in disciplinary thinking about an issue.  It can illustrate a problem or injustice with more complexity or clarity.  It can inquire into human nature and motivation, and how we may act differently.   
Assignment: The scholarly research that accompanies case studies can often be culled from multiple disciplines.  For this assignment, we will focus on individual people or companies: a person or company who can be found in the media.  This focus represents a cultural studies approach to your case study, and you will do interdisciplinary research to examine your question.  You will 1) analyze the ways in which your subject answers your question and 2) you will provide a discussion of implications with scholarly research.  You can choose the best organization for your purposes.  Do not report on your case – analyze it.
Here are some sample questions you might ask: 
· How can social media be use to successfully market a business?  (Comcast’s use of Twitter)
· How does the sharing economy affect an industry (AirBnB in the hospitality industry)
· Is failure more important than success? Steve Jobs

Criteria:
· Complexity in exploring your question and issue
· Creativity/Adding to the conversation
· Vivid description and detail
· A clear audience, purpose, and ethos
· Analysis of implications linked with research 
· Interdisciplinary, scholarly research (with at least 4 peer reviewed journal articles and primary sources)
Length: Minimum 1500 words
Format: Memo
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Writing Program Goals:
· Students write both to learn and to communicate what they learn.
· Students formulate and articulate a stance through and in their writing.
· Students revise their writing using responses from others, including peers, consultants, and teachers.
· Students generate and pursue lines of inquiry and search, collect, and select sources appropriate to their writing projects.
· Students effectively use and appropriately cite sources in their writing.
· Students explore and represent their experiences, perspectives, and ideas in conversation with others.
· Students use multiple forms of evidence to support their claims, ideas, and arguments.
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