


Part One: Ethics in Research
Most of the studies that have been pursued and found to be unethical fall in the field of psychology. The research study selected for this assignment is a famous one by John Watson and Rosalie Rayner in 1920. John Watson is considered the father of behaviorism in psychology. He used little Albert who was only nine months old in his research on conditioned response. The child was an orphan and was selected by John Watson from a hospital.   The child was then exposed to a white rat, a white rabbit, and other things for months before the experiment began ( Watson and Rayner, 1920) . During the experiment, John would let the little boy play with the rat and then bang a steel bar behind the boy whenever he touched the rat. On the occasions a steel bar was banged behind the boy, little Albert got afraid and would turn away from the rat. The boy had already associated the rat or any white fluffy object or animal with the loud bang. He started responding by crying ( Watson and Rayner, 1920) . 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What makes the research unethical is the fact that there was no desensitization that was done to ensure that the boy was free of the fear that had been developed because of the experiment. The methodology for the study was therefore poorly controlled. Per Fridlund et al. (2012), little Albert became impaired neurologically because of the experiment conducted on him while he was still a child. 
It is noteworthy that any search for knowledge becomes unethical if it results to the subjects incurring costs that they would otherwise not have incurred (Gregory, 2003). Secondly, researchers have no right to expose the subjects to stress like what happened in the case of little Albert (Gregory, 2003). 
Part two: Research Question
The organizational issue identified for this part is ethics in organizations.
Research question: What are the factors that influence ethical decision making in organizations?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Works Cited
Fridlund, Alan J., et al. 'Little Albert: A neurologically impaired child.'   History of psychology   15.4 (2012): 302.
Gregory, Ian. Ethics in research. A&C Black, 2003.
Watson, John B., and Rosalie Rayner. 'Conditioned emotional reactions.'   Journal of experimental Psychology   3.1 (1920): 1.
