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There are currently several websites that exist to help investors find and establish the current market value of market indexes. For the purposes of this assignment, money.cnn.com under the markets section is highlighted. The page gives a list of the most popular stocks, key stats, commodities, world markets, sector performance, gainers, losers and how stocks are doing in the current year. It goes further to give an example of top investing stories and how an individual investor’s portfolio compares. It is, therefore, a reliable website when it comes to directing the investors on how the market indexes are doing. 
Per Brigham and Ehrhardt (2013), Discounted cash flow (DCF) is a method of valuation that is used to establish the level of attractiveness of an investment opportunity. The method achieves this by using free cash flow of future projections which are then discounted so that an estimate of the present value is arrived at. It is this value that is used to get the investment potential for a portfolio. If the value arrived at after getting the DCF greater than the cost of the investment currently then the investment venture is concluded as being a good one. The method is important to a financial manager because the manager is able to select the best project after a critical analysis of the cash flows that are discounted to get the present value. 
The rule of 72 is a method that is simplified and is used to estimate the years that are required for an investor’s money to double at a specific annual return rate (Brigham & Ehrhardt, 2013). This rule requires that the rate is divided into 72 then be expressed as a percentage. The formula is outlined below:
Years to double investment = 72/compound annual interest rate
For instance, if $2 is invested at 20%, the rule states that it would take 3.6 years to turn into $4.
	Time value of money models is used to compare the different available investment alternatives to an investor so that they are able to choose the one they prefer the most on the basis of profitability (Brigham & Ehrhardt, 2013). The models are used to calculate the values of single or periodic payments. They include the future values of a single and periodic payments, the present values of single and periodic payments, the calculation of finite series of cash flows among other models. 
An example of a model that is used to calculate the present value of one payment is shown below:
[image: formula-of-present-value]
Where: PV is the present value of the amount being calculated, FV is the amount that is expected to be received in the future, i is the interest rate and n is the number of periods. 
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