Summary : 

The article ‘What Should Economists Do?’ is published by Southern Economic Association, the author is James M. Buchanan, the idea  was to inform people that economists should focus on the study of the special form of human activities, just because of the existence of these special activities, then produces a variety of institutions. Economists should study the specific theme which is about people’s behaviors in the market, which reflects the tendency to trade and exchange, and also studies all kinds of forms of the market structure. Buchanan thinks that economists fundamentally should understand ‘a certain type of human behavior’ and put forward some predictions to the social structure produced by human behavior. 

In general, the work of economists is related to human behavior and system. Economics should study human behavior and their relationship with economic development. Then put forward an idea of improving the system so as to promote the development of society as a whole.

Response:

After reading the article, I agree with one idea that economists should be concerned about social order even the article was wrote at Jan 1964. Because economy is related with politics, culture and nature, all these constitute the whole society. Thus, economists should not only pay attention to the economic structure and development level. And the economic is part of the society, the society is consisted by human, therefore, the study of human behavior also helping economist to understand the relations between the systems. Such as trends, demand, supply and interests.
Finally, economists might believe that their basic principles can lead to "improvement", and fully play the role of the system can change the choices of people, but the improvement of the institutional structure is their secondary auxiliary goal. As their envisions, taking social progress as the main goal, deciding put social progress prior to the pursuit and respect for scientific truth.
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