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Leadership Ethics
In order to complete the Module 4 assignment, you will have to refer back to your Module 2 Empirical Checklist assignment. You will be using the Kottke and Pelletier article, as well as, the 2nd article that you chose in Module 2 and you will add one additional empirical article to complete a 1,250-1500 word paper regarding Leadership ethics. You must address the THREE COMMON THEMES that exist within ALL THREE ARTICLES and you must have a conclusion that includes a statement of conclusions that can be drawn when the articles are taken together as a single entity. What is the overall message of the group of articles? What do these studies convey about the ethical use of power, authority, persuasion, and/or motivation?
This assignment is very similar to the assignments that you have completed within RES811 and LDR802. A couple of notes of clarity – 
1. You MAY NOT use any articles that were provided within RES811 and/or LDR802 for your additional article.
2. It is preferred that you select a quantitative study for your 3rd article.
3. The focus is on the synthesis. DO NOT summarize, compare, analyze, etc. the articles. In fact do not mention “the articles” by title within your paper. When referring to the articles cite appropriately using APA formatting using the author’s name and year of publication. You are using the articles to support your arguments regarding ethical leadership NOT looking at the articles for a comparison or any other purpose.
4. Use the template that I provide for the assignment. It is a “plug and play” template meaning that you should type directly on the template and then save it using your name.
5. DO NOT include direct quotations. Paraphrase in your own words and cite appropriately.
This is the introduction. It should capture the reader’s interest, introduce the topic about to be discussed, and should be SUPPORTED WITH RESEARCH AS EVIDENCED BY IN-TEXT CITATIONS. This is your opportunity to add creativity and your own unique style to the paper. The intro must also include the thesis statement, which explicitly states your goals for the paper. Make sure you have an interesting thesis.  The statement “The purpose of this paper is ..” is boring and does not excite the reader or give them insight as to what is to come within your paper. Although I am using “you” and “I” right now, NEVER USE THE WORD “YOU” IN AN ACADEMIC PAPER. “One” is not much better, either. Avoid using first person language. Some authors do it, so you will see it in academic journals, but at this stage of the game, practice writing in the third person. When you have mastered academic writing in the third person (after your dissertation), or if future professors tell you it’s acceptable, then you can use first person until then avoid first person writing at all costs! 
DO NOT include the assignment directions or include a separate section for the synthesis. In fact do not mention even mention the word synthesis. Synthesis is something which should occur throughout your paper not in a particular location.  The outline, annotated bibliography, and assignment directions are tools meant to help you prepare for writing this paper. Do not mention the doctoral program, the class, or the assignment. Pretend that you are presenting for a conference of academic peers, and write for that audience.  You should assume that your reader has never read the articles and has no background knowledge.  Provide enough information that despite no prior knowledge the reader will be informed based upon your writing.
Finish your introduction with a transition to what the reader can look forward to in the remainder of your paper.  Keep in mind that paragraphs must be longer than one sentence and in general should be between three and five sentences with a single idea presented within that paragraph. Your paper should be no longer than 2,000 words. Remember, this is a synthesis paper NOT a comparison paper!
Theme You Have Identified
	DO NOT use Theme 1 as your header – use a 2-4 word header that identifies your theme.  You will do the same thing with themes 2 and 3.  The synthesis paper should include three common themes identified by a header and addressed within that particular section and a conclusion that will present overall message of the group of articles. Please note that section headings are centered, in bold face, and are in Title Case. The three body sections will be followed by your conclusion. Please remember that your conclusion should not discuss the conclusions of the studies but rather the overall message of the three articles if they are taken together as a single entity. 
	In this section, discuss the first theme that you have identified as common amongst the three articles.  Prior to jumping into your synthesis of the common theme, ensure that you have introduced the contents of the particular section.  For example, “The following section presents a discussion of  (insert your identified theme) …..” and then proceed with discussing that particular theme within THIS section.
Your Second Theme Here
	This section should include your second identified theme.  Again, note that headings are centered, bold face, and are in Title Case as they are Level 1 headings.  Just as in the prior section, make sure that you introduce the contents of this section prior to jumping into your narrative.  For example, “The following section presents a discussion of  (insert your identified theme)” and then proceed with discussing that particular theme within THIS section.
You will need to support your contention of the common theme by presenting evidence from the articles.  This evidence from the text should be cited using the author’s name and year of publication rather than using the title of the article or referring to the articles as Article 1, Article 2, and Article 3. This is especially the case when we are presenting specific information e.g. research questions, sample, outcomes etc. from multiple sources. Imagine discussing 5, 10, 15 articles at once in a paper and referring to each by number. Further, situating the authors firmly within sentences and throughout your discussion addresses academic integrity. 
Your Third Theme Here
	This section should include your second identified theme.  Again, note that headings are centered, bold face, and are in Title Case.  Just as in the prior section, make sure that you introduce the contents of this section prior to jumping into your narrative.  For example, “The following section presents a discussion of (insert your identified theme)” and then proceed with discussing that particular theme within THIS section.
	You need to develop these sections thoroughly.  While in this template only includes one to two paragraphs for each of the sections, which would not necessarily constitute a thorough presentation within your paper.  Remember, you need to assume your reader has not read this articles.  
Conclusion
	What are your conclusions after comparing these three articles? What commonalities or differences were most striking or meaningful? If you consider all three articles to be a single entity, what conclusions can you draw from their combined research? What is the overall message of the articles, and why is that important? 
The conclusion should relate back to your introduction and provide your reader with a concise and reflective summary of your analysis.  The conclusion should be at MINIMUM 2-3 paragraphs.  While this assignment has a word count in the directions of 1,250-1,500 words, one must ask themselves if what has been present represents a thorough presentation of the articles. While I do not deduct for exceeding the word count, I would challenge you to keep your paper under 2,000 words.  This is a great time to work on being more clear and concise.
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