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How Children Can Triumph in Life
According to the psychologist Angela Duckworth, “We have to be willing to fail to be wrong, to start over again with lessons learned” (Duckworth). In this quotation, Duckworth reveals that we need to persevere in order to achieve long term goals; you cannot be afraid to fail because you can always learn from your mistakes. Paul Tough in his book How Children Succeed also makes the point that students need to be able to manage how to fail in order to build character strengths to triumph in life. Non-cognitive skills are very important to the success of a student. Basically, non-cognitive skills are a set of attitudes or personal traits, behaviors, and strategies that are thought to underpin success in schools. Nowadays, the educational system in The United States relies on teaching cognitive skills such as the achievement on tests and having high IQ scores. But our educational system can benefit by the implementation of non-cognitive skills. To make a difference in our Educational system, schools should implement some of Paul Tough’s idea like how to manage failure will help to build character.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Use comma
 An idea of Paul Tough that can make an impact in our educational system is how to manage failure. Those who succeed do not stop at one failure they keep going until they achieve their goals. People learn lessons from their failures if they did not make mistakes how are they going to improve. According to Spiegel an English chess teacher at IS 318 “I think my job as a teacher is to be more like a mirror, to talk about what they did on the chessboard and help them think about it” (Spiegel 120). In this quotation, Spiegel explains how she helped her students discover their mistakes and then they can improve their games through analyzing and thinking about their mistakes.  Through failure, students can look at what they did wrong and try to improve on them in order to triumph in life. For example, Spiegel challenges her students to improve themselves by looking at their own mistakes.  She also believes in them and she honestly tells them what mistakes they did.  The combination of students listening to their mistakes and teachers believing in them will help them reach higher standards and ultimately have a huge impact on our educational system. 	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: This is okay, but your topic sentence could be more powerful, more detailed (maybe explain why)	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Run-on sentence	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Run-on sentence	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: English chess teacher?  Is she from England?  Also, need more info on her.  Write a sentence before your quotation so you give some context.  What point are you trying to make?	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Be more specific	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Say more here.  You are tacking on the concluding sentence again.
I also experienced many failures in my life, but I had never let them stop me from reaching my goals. One of the failures, I was able to overcome was writing essays. When I was attending school in El Salvador I never had to write essays. Furthermore, when I came to the United States it was something I had to adjust to doing. The fact that I was not fluent in English also made it very difficult. At first, I faced many setbacks, but I always kept going forward. I would seek help from teachers when I could and practice writing when I came home from school. Point being was that I never gave up and I was not afraid to ask for help. Now that I have improved I am helping my younger sister with her essays. If you face your obstacles head on more times than not the outcome will be a positive one.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Need a stronger topic sentence here which connects to the essay prompt before you start telling your story.  What point are you trying to make in this paragraph?	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Make sure this paragraph connects with the rest of your essay.  What point are you trying to make?  It just sounds like you are telling a story, but it does not seem to move your thesis forward.
Another factor is that parents protect their children from failure. Leading them to not grow character strengths. Parents try to protect their children from danger but instead of helping their children succeed, they inadvertently shield them from succeeding. Tough argues that “what kids need more than anything is a little hardship: some challenge, some deprivation they can overcome, even if to prove to themselves that they can” (Tough 84).In this quotation, Tough argues that kids need to affront obstacles because in life nothing is easy and it will make the children more resilient; obstacles will help the kids to develop strong character traits. In addition, the best form for young people to build character is for them to attempt something where there is a real and serious possibility of failure. In affluent schools like Riverdale, parents hope that their children do not take risks and get good grades on their assignments. Overindulging children with the intention of giving them everything and being loving does not help to build their character. For example, there are parents that think when a teacher gives a student a C the student has done a good job. While other parents want their children to get A’s and does not give them the opportunity to fail. Thus, if you do not practice your skills you cannot improve. If children do not fail or do not take risks they will not succeed and ultimately not be ready to face life’s hardships. Like it or not we will all face failures and hardships at some point in our lives. The better prepared we are the higher probability there is of overcoming the failures we will face.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Another factor of what?  Try to move more smoothly into this paragraph.  Extend this topic sentence so you are making an argument.  What happens when parents protect their children from failure?	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: fragment	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: What’s so bad about that?	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: fragment	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Who is “you?”  Try not to use this Word in essays.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Okay, but how does this connect to the essay prompt?
 One form of implementation of how to manage failure can be to have teachers like Spiegel. Spiegel is a teacher who helps her students see their mistakes not giving them awards or trophies even though they did not win.  In an article called “Students Learn from Mistakes” by John Orlando reveals that a college professor was called the best professor but also the toughest. For what Orlando heard; he though he will not give As. But the professor emphasizes that all their students receive an A. Another method that this professor used was giving the essays to their students but he honestly wrote feedback showing what mistakes they had made and giving them the opportunity to rewrite it and turn it in again until they get an A. We learn a great deal by making mistakes and correcting our mistakes which ultimately leads us to be strong well-rounded students.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: And what type of teacher is she?	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: What point are you making in this paragraph?  How does it connect to the essay prompt?
In the end, what is at stake here is how to manage failure. Spiegel gave us an example on how she implemented a program to help manage failures and help her students see their mistakes. I also faced many obstacles on my way to becoming successful. But I always tried to learn from my mistakes and kept moving forward. Parents also need to let their children face their failure without being scared. It is not only Spiegel that implement this method there are professors that give feedback to their students showing them their mistakes and what they can improve them. Nobody likes to fail but if we do not fail how are we going to learn. 	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Mention students as well	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Too much summary here.  The conclusión needs to be more inspiring, more thought-provoking	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Do not mention Spiegel in the conclusión.  She is is used as a detail and an example, but the whole essay is not about her.	Comment by Chu-Mraz, Serena: Work on this—you have a question but no question mark.  Also en don a sentence that is more thought-provoking.
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This essay is fine, but you may want to work on making one idea flow into the next.  It seems like each paragraph exists on its own and doesn’t connect to the ideas before or after.  Work on smoothly transitioning from one idea to the next.
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