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Military Psychology
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Psychology is the study of mental and behavioral processes, which aims to understand people and improve relationships. Psychology can be applied to almost any field in human life. This paper seeks to inform the reader about a branch of psychology that has to do with the armed forces – military psychology.	Comment by Adam:  Statement of Purpose.  This is not a thesis statement.  It is a statement of purpose.  Do not write that you will be writing about something, instead, just write about it.

	Military psychology covers the same aspects as the broader area of psychological science; however, it focuses on specific target groups of people who are involved with the military. These people include soldiers, officers, their families, their communities, and even the people at the top who make strategic decisions, such as generals. 
 This area of psychology covers treatment of psychological conditions that arise from being involved in combat, education of the public about these circumstances, as well as research for future use in planning both treatment and overall military strategy. 
It is believed that World War I was the actual beginning of military psychology. According to Zinchenko, at the initial stage of the development of this area, psychologists were used predominantly in selecting and classifying military recruits. The result was the emergence of standardized administration of psychological tests.
 After World War II, the American Psychological Association created a new department, the Department of Military Psychology. Psychological science was used not only for testing and treatment of adverse conditions but also in the development of system controls, uniforms, communication equipment, etc. (Zinchenko).  	Comment by Adam: Don’t just have your whole paragraph be a paraphrase.  Use the MEAL plan – with the source material only filling in during the example phase (or as additional support during analysis).
 At this point, changes in modernity have increased the rate of growth of military needs for personnel training, expertise, weapons handling, and increasing the number of tasks an individual soldier is required to solve.  
Military psychology involves research from many perspectives and covers various aspects, such as recruitment, training, prediction and enhancement of combatant performance, soldier coping mechanisms, soldier adjustment, tactical and strategic decision-making and diversity-related integration issues (Zinchenko et al.). Nowadays, military psychology tends towards more human aspects of the area: a content analysis of articles published after 9/11 shows a tendency of military psychology to focus on personnel, training, career, and veteran issues (Daniels et al.).	Comment by Adam:  Time markers should be used very carefully in academic writing.  When exactly is ‘nowadays,’ ‘recently,’ ‘soon,’ and the like?  These words use a point of reference that can be vague.  What happens when some time passes and these words are no longer applicable?
Though development and research are still incredibly relevant, current military psychology also focuses on treating severe psychological conditions that arise from being in combat.
Scores of veterans suffer from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and other disorders related to their being in the military (Matthews). Military trainers find it hard to mentally prepare recruits for combat, debrief them afterward, and deal with the stress and grief of the families who might have lost someone at war.	Comment by Adam: These are separate issues and this paragraph needs more development.
Matthews argues that the future of military success will rest on developments in psychology and related fields, for example, that research on operational decision-making may be used to gain tactical advantage during warfare. Psychology is seen as a powerful tool which can be used to create conditions for vast improvements in military efficiency. Whether it is by training soldiers in faster, easier ways that are more cost-effective, or by researching the way human minds work to create conditions in which the soldiers on the ground would be capable of producing better results with the equipment and training which they already have.
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Nathan,
This is a great start to this type of writing.  There are a few things I have isolated for you to work on, but the essay works well overall.  You have good sources, but work on how you frame the information from them.
Look over my notes above and let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns.
