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Who is responsible?
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In 2010, 32,885 people died in traffic accidents, in the United States, an estimated 10,228 people who died in drunk driving crashes, of them 433 from DUI crashes in PA alone.  According to the American Cancer Society, about half of Americans who continue smoking will die from the habit.  480,000 people in the United States die from the illnesses related to tobacco use every year.  Should taxes on alcohol and tobacco be increased to help pay for rising medical costs?  Who is benefiting, the manufacturers or the customers of alcohol or tobacco.   Will the increase in taxes change the DUI rate or the rate of deaths due to cancer from tobacco use?  

For many years tobacco and alcohol products has been one of the number one profitable merchandize in America.    Manufacturers have been the number one beneficiaries of the sales of these merchandise, despite several findings that it products can and have been very dangerous to consumers.  Several reports across the board have shown that it can cause physical damage to our body, most cases leading to death. Even as a none smoker or alcohol user, you are still effected by the use these products.   Yet as consumers we continue to use this product, why?  Some of these products contain addictive’s that are very addictive.

1ST PROBLEM:

Tobacco:

Smoking cigarettes kills more Americans than alcohol, car accidents, HIV, guns, and illegal drugs combined.    Smoking and/or tobacco use has been named one of the top 10 reasons for deaths.   It has been proven use of tobacco can cause cancer, not only does it cause cancer but it can damage nearly every organ in the body, including the lungs, heart, blood vessels, reproductive organs, mouth, skin, eyes, and bones.   Cigarettes, cigars, pipes, and spit and other types of smokeless tobacco all cause cancer. It's very high in cost.  Even though this product has not shown to have any positive effect, yet it is continued to be used, why?  Manufacturers of tobacco are the only ones that truly benefit from the production and selling of tobacco.  Although many may argue that as consumers we still have a choice in using it, but do we really?   Tobacco smoke is made up of thousands of chemicals, which includes at least 70 known to cause cancer.  Some of the chemicals are Nicotine (the addictive drug that produces the effect people are looking for and one of the harshest chemicals in tobacco smoke), hydrogen cyanide, formaldehyde, lead, arsenic, ammonia, radioactive elements, such as uranium, benzene, carbon monoxide, nitrosamines and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH).  Many of these substances cause cancer. Some can cause heart disease, lung disease, or other serious health problems, too. Most of the substances come from the burning tobacco leaves themselves, not from additives included in cigarettes (or other tobacco products). (American Cancer Society https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/tobacco-and-cancer/carcinogens-found-in-tobacco-products.html)  That sounds pretty harsh to me, yet so many people indulge in this use of tobacco.  

So how do we fix this problem, right now cigarette tax revenue is currently dedicated to the following funds and General Fund:
$30.73 million annually go to the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), which provides health insurance to uninsured children and teens; and $20.49 million annually to the Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund, which helps preserve Pennsylvania farmland. (http://www.revenue.pa.gov)



2nd problem

ALCOHOL:

For centuries alcohol has been used as a form of relaxation, enjoyment as well as compressing of problems.  In May 16, 20163 PA State Police reported an increase in arrest totaling 18, 801 DUI arrests for 2015, which is an 6.2 percent increase from 2014.   

Alcohol is the most widely used substance of abuse among America’s youth.  Wow, how is his even possible? Why is this acceptable?  There are consequences to underage drinking and abusive drinking, this not only affect the individual that's drinking, but it can also affect everyone else.  The affects can be aggressive behavior, property damage, injuries, violence and even death.  

Punishments for DUI in PA:  The range of punishments for DUI in PA is the following: jail term, suspension or loss of driver’s license, fines, road cleanup activities or community service, required alcohol education courses and lectures given by MADD or SADD groups, ignition block devices for drunk drivers. (http://duiinpa.com/) 

How do we fix this problem?

Educate our youth on the risk and responsibilities of drinking and do not drink with them.  Unfortunately, in this day and age you still have some parents that think its ok to drink with their children.  Paint the whole picture for them, show them the dangers in drinking irresponsibly.  As for adults, increase the fines for DUI’s and multiple DUI’s, use the monies towards the medical cost.  Manufacturers and distributors (businesses who sell alcohol) taxes should be increased to go toward cost for treatment for those that struggle with alcoholism.


3rd Problem

Medical Cost:

ACCORDING TO THE (NID) NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DRUG ABUSE THE COST OF TOBACCO AND ALCOHOL:

Health Care Overall Year Estimate Based On
Tobacco     $168 billion $300 billion 2010
[bookmark: _Hlk482434329]Alcohol $27 billion $249 billion 2010 (https://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/trends-statistics)

Tobacco and alcohol is one of the few top reasons due to increase in medical cost.  Even if you’re not a tobacco or alcohol user, you still are effected by the use of these products from others.    From second hand smoking, burning of the tobacco and chemicals, the fumes pollute the air we breathe.  Whether your an alcoholic or just an individual that had one to many to drink or who body just may not being to handle the effects of alcohol, can be dangerous.
Tobacco and alcohol have a known record of having a negative effect on individuals physically, mentally and financially.  Whether used responsibly or not, it is bound to have a damaging effect on your body as well as others.  It benefits only the manufactures of the products and the manufacturers knows this.  So why shouldn’t the taxes be increase on tobacco and alcohol to help with medical expenses, why should the manufacturers continue to profit off individuals down fall in using these products.   Even though some may say as adults we have to take some responsibility for our actions, and that’s true, but so do the manufacturers too.  Both manufacturers knew that their products can and is very addictive as well as poisonous to the body.
	In conclusion, I believe that taxes for alcohol and tobacco should be increased to help pay for the rising cost of medical cost.  However, as consumers I believe we should share some of that burden to, because even though we are made fully aware of the dangers in the use of these products, we still chose to use them.  I also believe as adults we must set the example for our children, we can’t make it seem ok to use these products and if we do we need to tell the whole story, the good and bad.  As consumers, we must take responsibility for our own actions to.
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