Summer 2017
Writing 5
Detailed Outline for Explaining Essay (due Monday, May 22nd): I will comment via email on your rough outlines by midnight Friday night.
TOPIC: What two websites did you compare, and what three or four characteristics of these websites are you comparing?
I.  Introductory paragraph
A.  Attention grabber story and/or why are you researching these two websites?
B. [bookmark: _GoBack]Thesis statement
II. Background paragraph
A. Topic sentence
B. Description of how you searched for these sites, how you found them, etc.
C. The characteristics or criteria you used to compare the websites and why you chose these.
III. Body Paragraph #1 – compare and contrast the two websites based on your first characteristic or criterion
A. What criterion are you applying?
B.  How is this characteristic or criterion used in similar ways? In different ways? (contrasting) 
	1, 2, …. Examples! Support!
D. Concluding sentence
IV.  Body Paragraph #2 -- compare and contrast the two websites based on your first characteristic or criterion
A. What criterion are you applying?
B.  How is this characteristic or criterion used in similar ways? In different ways? (contrasting) 
	1, 2, …. Examples! Support!
E. Concluding sentence
V. Body Paragraph #3 -- compare and contrast the two websites based on your first characteristic or criterion
A. What criterion are you applying?
B.  How is this characteristic or criterion used in similar ways? In different ways? (contrasting) 
	1, 2, …. Examples! Support!
F. Concluding sentence
VI. If you are using 4 characteristics or criteria, repeat a body paragraph
VII. Conclusion paragraph
A. Summary of essay’s main idea (sometimes, restating the thesis statement)
B. Prediction/closing thoughts, etc.

