"The Yellow Wallpaper
"The Story of an Hour" and
"Desiree's Baby."


1.    Why yellow wallpaper? What things are bad and yellow?

A)
Yellow wallpaper was chosen by her husband choice due to how it made him feel. It helped him relax his anger more, and it's known as a resting cure for his diagnoses and used as a treatment. The wall represents a woman being stuck behind the wall and cant get out. The wall shows the relation between him and his wife by expressing it with ugly yellow messy paper and resembling the family structure, how it treats his illness, and expressing their emotions. This relationship has domestic violence. The things that are bad and yellow is that the ghost being stuck in the wall and cant get out, and violence among the relationship.

B)
There are some things that are yellow and bad, such as plaque, you know the stuff that is on your teeth and makes them look yellow.  Cigaret tar that sticks itself to your walls making them yellow, is another example.  Depending on your skin’s tolerance, the sun can be bad.  Sulfur is yellow and it smells bad.  The wallpaper was old and faded.  The color may not have initially been yellow, but with age it became old and faded to that color.  The narrator didn’t like the color.  Later as she was becoming insane she said the paper smelled bad, which could refer to a sulfur smell, maybe.  I have seen many wallpapers that have become old have changed to a dingy yellow color and it makes it look bad.  That bad look can become a focus for your attention, since the narrator became fixated on the wallpaper, that could be why it was yellow wallpaper.

C)
The wallpaper is representation of something that affects her and her life. As the story goes on the wallpaper symbolic-ness changes. At first she just stares at the design trying to figure out how it is organized. Later she sees a ghost like pattern behind the main pattern. That main pattern now becomes like a jail and that ghost becomes her. She feels like the wallpaper is like the domestic life that has her and so many other women trapped. I wasn't exactly sure what to respond with what things are bad and yellow, but from what I can think of; anything with yellow that are bad can be considered like the wallpaper. They are barriers around things, such as tape at a crime scene or if there is something toxic. It always seems to represent a surrounding of something bad in life.
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2.    How are “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “The Metamorphosis” alike? How are Gregor and this narrator alike?

A)
"The Yellow Wallpaper" and "The Metamorphosis" were alike in the way that the narrator and Gregor had something in common. They both were unhappy with their life but did things to make the ones they loved happy. Gregor for example worked to support his family. His family felt they couldn't survive without him. The narrator from "The Yellow Wallpaper" stayed home and listened to her husband to keep him content. Another thing that is the same in both stories is that Gregor and the narrotor from the other story both felt trapped or like they were not free. Gregor was in a room for the reminder of his life. And the narrator was also trapped, not being able to leave her house. They both lacked freedom.

B)
The characters in “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “The Metamorphosis” both go through changes, the narrator goes through a mental change, insanity, and Gregor goes through a physical change, becoming a bug, which in a way frees them both of responsibilities that they had, that perhaps they are not really ready for or feel to restricting.  They both end up “locked up” in a room.  Gregor could not leave his room without upsetting everyone and the narrator was supposed to “rest” or not leave her room also.  This locking up lead to both of their downfall, in Gregor’s case death, in the narrator’s case insanity.

C)
In both stories the main characters seems to lose their mind and they are both outcasts. In the yellow wallpaper the woman seems to be deteriorating in her mental state and in the The Metamorphosis Gregor watches his life deteriorate. Both characters almost live outside themselves, their minds get lost and they become fascinated with things in their room. They both are set aside and put in a room to "deal" with the life they are living. They both reflect on life around them, including their own and others around them.















3.    How does the narrator of “The Yellow Wallpaper” view her husband? Does she agree with his diagnosis and treatment? What is the central irony of the story?
A)
The narrator seems to feel belittled from the lack of attention she receives from the husband. She does not see the husband as truly interested in her daily life and even her thoughts. 
Part of the narrators treatment was that she does nothing active such as work or writing. The narrator finds that writing is what keeps her sain and busy with her mundane life. So she keeps a journal that she keeps secret. 
The irony of the story would be that the character kept writing, even though told not to due to her issue, and because of this, she finds herself going crazy. Crazy in the matter that she finds herself thinking not stop about the pattern in the wallpaper. The irony would be that the character thought writing would keep her self from craziness, but it actually took her down that road.  
B)
In the beginning of the story it is clear that she loves and trusts her husband but also thinks he is not listening to her about her illness. This comes from him thinking he knows what’s best for her and listening to the advice of other doctors. She knows that the treatment and diagnosis is wrong but feels like she is powerless in that room trying to follow her husband’s orders. All she wants to do is write and the little writing she sneaks in is probably what kept her from fully going insane sooner. The irony of the story is that the treatment she received is the reason she became even sicker and losing her mind. She was forced to stay in a place that was driving her mad as she looked at the walls and started to see her feeling in the woman she say. She wanted out and could get out.
C)
The narrator views her husband as very controlling person because he wore the pants in the relationship, she wasn't able to say much, had very little power and wasn't able to speck her mind. She had to hide her true feelings of how she felt about him because she was terrified of him and felt like she was trap and couldn't get out of that relationship and it is a struggle. She thinks his treatment is helpful in a way sometimes because they aren't dealing with medications and using a yellow wallpaper calms him. The yellow wallpaper is the central of this story and it shows the relationship and stress of the relationship the two has.















4.    What is a feminist reading of “The Yellow Wallpaper”? What aspects of “The Yellow Wallpaper” would appeal to feminist critics?
A)
Feminist critics could use this story in the aspect of what the "Norm" of expected female behavior was in this era. This could be negative perspective of the story. On a positive perspective, there could be the argument that with the freedom of the character to explore her thoughts, she was able to conclude her thoughts and become her own person.
With a strong feminism reference in the start of this story, there are many elements that could be used for the point of being able to explore ones self and find who you are in their own way.  

B)
A feminist reading of The Yellow Wallpaper would show this story as that of an emotionally abusive and overpowering husband. While he may not physically harm his wife, he does talk down to her about her condition but at the same time forces her to feel that she needs him in order to become better. He disguises his control as concern for her well-being but needs to be in control so much that he makes sure there is someone monitoring her at all times and reporting to him about her activities when he isn’t present. She’s not allowed privacy or even the relief of releasing her thoughts and emotions on paper.

C)
I would say a feminist reading of the story “The Yellow Wallpaper” would almost create that want to stand up for her to her husband because as a feminist we believe all men and women are equal but the husband doesn’t see it this way. I agree when you say that his ideal treatment in his mind is the only way he sees that will help her. He doesn’t seem to care much for what anything does to her as long as he can control what is happening. The whole story would appeal to a feminist because they would want to advocate for her. 












5.    Does Armand know about his own mother’s negro ancestry before he courted and married Désirée? What supports your view?

A)
I actually think that the change in his treatment of Desiree and the baby is the result of having found out his heritage. Before marrying Desiree, it is made clear to Armand that her heritage is unknown yet Armand does not care. It would then make sense that Armand found out about his heritage and felt shame. This shame would also explain why he was so cruel to his slaves and why he treated Desiree so poorly despite not caring about her heritage initially. Knowing that he was the source of the child’s features shamed him so much that it became easier to stop loving Desiree and place blame on her unknown heritage.  

B)
He seemed so shocked when he read the letter regarding his ancestry. I guess in those days that the color of the skin was extremely important for lack of class and acceptance in society. It is not God’s fault for making his child appear African. It is all based on genes and how it all turns out in the end. He completely blamed his wife when he didn’t even take the time to consider that maybe it could have come from his side of the family in some way that he had not thought of yet. Genes have a funny way of changing a person in ways that you would never think possible.

C)
Armand most certainly knows about his own negro ancestry before he marries Desiree. In the end, as he burns the papers and letters, he notes one regarding this very fact, that he had kept safely in the back of drawer with Desiree’s love letters to him. The letter would have come to him when his father had died. Along with that bit of evidence is how Armand treated his servants. He disliked them as much as he disliked the blackness in himself. He sought to keep them under control in the same way that he hoped the blackness in him would never be free. He had simply hoped that his and Desiree’s whiteness would overcome their black roots. When she gave birth to a black child, he had to destroy the evidence in order to put all the blame on Desiree and keep his name clean of such a socially fatal flaw.













6.    Does learning about his family secret explain why Armand is so much more cruel to his slaves than his father was? How/why?
A)
I think it would appear that he was more cruel to his slaves because he probably thought that was how he was supposed to treat “colored” people. His father on the other hand was probably nicer because he knew that his wife and son were mixed. I agree when you say Armand did not have the attachment, that is exactly why he did what he did. When you don’t have a reason to connect and you just have hatred or learned anger, you have no remorse or feeling towards your actions but the moment you can connect with what is happening your feelings and thoughts generally change.

B)
I think that if the story had gone on further than we would have a better understanding as to why Armand was more cruel to his slaves than his father was. I don’t believe that the deception by his parents is his reasoning, unless he did somehow know prior to that. The style of the writing in the end, when he is reading the letter from his mother, gives us the idea that he pauses. Maybe it’s a pause of shock or he is remembering and realizing this is information he already knew. However, it’s possible that his father was less cruel to the slaves because he loved a woman that was from their same race. Armand did not have that attachment.

C)
Yes, I do believe Armand’s cruel behavior toward the slaves is a result of learning the family secret. It can be said Armand’s father was very progressive for his time. Unlike Armand, and many people at that time, he fell in love and married a woman whose African ancestry was known to him. His son, Armand, also grew up with all the luxuries that the son of a white plantation owner would have. Knowing this makes it clear why he was kinder than other plantation owners and why his slaves were happier under his ownership.











7.    How do you feel about Désirée’s final choice? Is suicide an understandable choice, or is she simply a weak character? What other options did she have? Should she have returned to her family? What pros and cons would there be to such a choice?
A)
Suicide is definitely a very weak choice for anyone. It is the easy way out. There are so many other choices out there that people don’t realize that they have in situations like Desiree’s. We all have that breaking point at some time or another that we feel that life is worthless and suicide is the only answer. If you have family and friends, go to them and ask for help. They can give you other options to choose from in your time of need and when you are feeling completely helpless. Desiree was selfish for taking her child’s life with hers.

B)
I do not agree with her final choice. She might have been overwhelmed but her family would be there for her and help since her husband turned his back on her. Making such a drastic decision to commit suicide might be permanent but the ramifications in the long run might help those who are currently or later become in that situation. The color or ethnicity of the child didn’t matter to Desiree who made her strong but with zero support from husband and friends it was too much to bear. If her husband was just willing to keep an open mind to understand what was happening and why, the outcome would have been a much better one.

C)
I feel like Desiree's final choice of suicide was what she felt was her only choice because I am guessing that she was certain that she was actually white and that everyone would assume that she had actually slept with one of the slaves for the reason that her baby was obviously not white. Because of the time this story took place a women was forced to feel like they were weak and less than a man, so I think she did come off as a weak character but only because she had no other choice. I feel like she should have gone back to her family and seen what the outcome would have been because she was found and her parents are not fully sure of her heritage so she might not have been judged or have assumptions made about who the father of her baby was. 









8.    What did you think of the ending of The Story of an Hour? What did she die of?
A)
I enjoyed The Story of an Hour’s ending despite thinking it a bit predictable. Yes, it was her weak heart that killed her but it is not for the reason the doctor claims. Although her friends worry about the stress the loss her husband would place Mrs. Mallard’s health, the narrator reveals that she feels a happy relief. This relief comes from the realization that she is free from her cumbersome marriage and free of a man she realizes she did not love. However, as she gleefully prepares herself for the life she craves, in walks Mr. Mallard. Although, the doctor says the joy of seeing her husband alive killed Mrs. Mallard, we, the readers, know that it was the heartbreak of losing her freedom. 
B)
I think the ending is unexpected. She was so mentally set for her independence. She was saddened of the news and knew she would cry when she saw his corps but she came to terms of what happened. She accepted his death but when he walked in it shocked her. It’s hard to say if the shock of her not getting that independence now or if it was happiness that he was alive. Honestly it was probably the combination of it all. I am sure she was relieved that he was ok and alive but at the same time it closed the doors to that freedom she had momentarily felt. The overwhelming-ness of it all is what caused her to have a heart attack, it was too much emotion and feeling all at once. 

C)
The ending to me was a little confusing, I had to re-read the last couple paragraphs a few times then just guessed that it was Mrs. Mallard that died, until I listen to the discussion. But even though the ending was a little confusing to me, I find it ironic that the Doctor said "of joy that kills" because it was not the joy that she felt upon seeing her husband, it was regret and I think she died of a broken heart. She was so excited and full of joy at the thought of her husband being died and that she has a life of freedom ahead of her and for those thoughts to be destroyed at the turn of the latchkey was just too much for her to bare.












9.    Why were Mrs. Mallard's friends so worried about breaking the news of her husband’s death to her?
A)
Mrs. Millard's friends were worried about breaking the news about her husband's death because she has a heart condition. They were scared that if they told her about his death,  she would hurt so bad that it would probably cause her to have a heart attack. They wanted to protect her and care for her as much as they could. They were worried she wouldn't be able to handle it. Her friends always worried and cared for her. Her friends didn't want anything bad to happen to her. But in the end she saw her husband. And ended up dying because of it. 

B)
Her friends knew she had a heart condition and assumed that the news of her husband’s death would so devastating to her that she would have a heart attack or just make her very sick. They didn’t know how she really felt and that she wanted out of her marriage but didn’t have a way out if he was alive. She kept her feelings to herself because those were not feelings that women were allowed to act upon. She of coursed was sad that her husband had died because I don’t think she wanted anything bad to happen to him but it was a weight lifted to have her freedom, but her friends didn’t know any of this. 

C)
They were definitely concerned that finding out about his death would cause her to have a heart attack, because she had heart problems they thought losing the love of her life would push her too far. I don’t think her friends were aware of her unhappiness in her marriage, therefor they were very careful with details and how they told her of his death. I don’t think anyone knew that her heart attack at the end when he walked in the door could have been from overwhelming feelings of losing that freedom she thought she gained. They assumed that she was so happy he was back that she had a heart attack. 
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