and husbands, the laws also protected women against
unreasonable treatment b Y their husbands or other men.

[128] If a man take a woman to be his wife, but has no inter-
Course with her, this woman is no wife to him,

[129] If a man's wife be surprised having sexual relations
with another man, both shall be tied and thrown into the
water, but the husband may pardon his wife and the king may
spare her.

[130] If a man violates the wife (betrothed or child-wife) of
another man, who has never known a man, and still lives in her
father’s house, and sleeps with her and be Surprised, this man
shall be put to death, but the wife is blameless.

[131] If a man brings a charge against hig wife, but she is not
surprised with another man, she must take an oath ang then
may return to her house.

[138] If a man wishes to separate from his wife who has
borne him no children, he shall give her the amount of her pur-

house, and let her go.
[139] If there Wwas no purchase price he shall give her one
mina of gold as a gift of release,

that shaped Mesopotamian vajues for almost three thousand
years.

Astronomy and Mathematics Literacy led to a rapid ex-
pansion of knowledge. Mesopotamian scholars devoted them-
selves to the study of astronomy and mathematics—crucial
sciences for agricultural societies, Knowledge of astronomy

S el e _=

[140] If he be 3 freed man he shall give her one-thirz = =
mina of gold.

[141] if a man's wife, who lives in his house, wisrz< r
leave it, plunges into debt, tries to ruin her house, neglec-s -
husband, and is judicially convicted: if her husband ofz- =
release, she may go on her way, and he gives her nothing == =
gift of release. If her husband does not wish to release her z—-
if he takes another wife, she shall remain as servant in her ~_=-
band’s house.

[142] If a woman quarrels with her husband, and says: = o
are not congenial to me,” the reasons for her prejudice mus: o=
presented, If she js guiltless, and there is no fault on her far
but he leaves ang neglects her, then no guilt attaches to - <
woman, she shall take her dowry and go back to her fath=- <
house.

[143] If she is not innocent, but leaves her husband, z--~
ruins her house, neglecting her husband, this woman shall z=
cast into the water.,

For Furiher Fefleciion

& In what ways did Hammurabi's varioys provisions on family
relationships protect the interests of different groups, such
as husbands, wives, or the family itself?

Source: James B. Pritchard, ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating
to the Old Testament. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1955,
pp. 17172,



