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1. This assignment is totally optional. If done, it will be weighted as being equivalent to an exam so your average will be your 3 exams plus the paper divided by four. If you don’t choose to do it, your average will just be the sum of your three exams divided by 3.

2. Research paper  - a minimum 3 – 5 page research paper discussing the nature and scope of your topic. Your topic must be chosen from a list I will provide by Thursday, March 23. Only one person per topic – first come, first served. The paper should cover the topic comprehensively and thoroughly, assuming that the reader has no familiarity with or prior knowledge of the topic whatsoever. Anything the reader needs to know about the topic, your paper must tell him or her. Facts should be backed up by references, cited in the paper by footnotes. The paper should overview and explain the topic in detail, discuss and emphasize its importance, and project future ramifications. Attach a copy of a bibliography to this paper.


3. Media Resources  - You must find, at the absolute least, four independent resources involving your topic. One should be news media; one should be other print media; one should be Internet media; one should be reference media. These should be organized in a
proper bibliography using MLA format. 


4. The paper must be typed in a standard font of size 12 with standard margins.


5. The due date for the paper will be absolutely no later than Thursday, April 27. Details on how you will submit the paper will be forthcoming.


