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COMM 1312:  Writing and Research
Course Assignments

Assignment 3:  Writing the Introduction of the Research Paper

Due Date:  

Late assignments will not be accepted. 

`
Objective:

The objective of the introduction of your research paper is to establish the problem. This assignment will assist you identify a problem and explore or solve it.
Tools and Resources:

· Writing Research Papers by Lester & Lester Chapters 2 & 12

· Course Documents (including power point presentations and sample papers)
· www.surveymonkey.com
· www.citationmachine.net
· www.easybib.com
· www.bibme.org
· Blackboard

· Microsoft Office

Requirements:
·  Identify the Topic

· State the Rationale

· Provide the Thesis Statement / Hypothesis

· Review the Literature

· Define Key Terms

· Supply Data, Statistics & Special Evidence
Requirement Details

A. Write a minimum of three paragraphs to establish the topic and the Issue(s) to be examined.
Paragraph 1

Write a minimum of  4 – 6  sentences to catch the reader’s attention. You may use a quote/ anecdote, but it is not a must.

Paragraph 2
Write 6 – 8 sentences stating how you became interested in this subject. 

Paragraph 3

Write 2 – 3 sentences stating the purpose of your research paper. [State your thesis / hypothesis]

B. Write a minimum of three to five paragraphs on the review of the literature.

Paragraph 1

Write 4 -12 sentences based on 2 – 4 sources dealing with the history and background of the topic.  You may write more than one paragraph if necessary. 

Paragraph 2
Write 4 – 12 sentences taking exception to 2 - 4 sources on the topic. 

Paragraph 3
Write 4 -12 sentences challenging an assumption(s) on the topic presented in 2 – 3 sources.

Paragraph 4
Write 4 -12 sentences based on 2 – 3 sources providing possible solutions to the problem /prediction / summary

Assessment:

· This assignment is 5% of the final grade. 
· See rubrics attached.
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Marking Criteria for the Introduction of the Paper
Student Name:………………………………………

ID#:…………………………..
	
	Criteria
	
	Points
	Points 

Awarded
	Comments

	
	
Paragraph 1:     wrote   4 – 6  sentences to catch the reader’s attention
	
	1
	
	

	
	
Paragraph 2:  wrote 6 – 8 sentences stating how you became interested in this subject.
	
	1
	
	

	
	
 Paragraph 3:  wrote  2 – 3 sentences stating the purpose of your research paper. [State your thesis / hypothesis]

	
	1
	
	

	
	Literature Review


 Paragraph 4:  wrote 4 -12 sentences based on 2 – 4 sources dealing with the history and background of the topic.
	
	2
	
	

	
	
 Paragraph 5:  wrote 4 – 12 sentences taking exception to 2 - 4 sources on the topic.
	
	2
	
	

	
	Paragraph 6:  wrote 4 -12 sentences challenging an assumption(s) on the topic presented in 2 – 3 sources.the topic.
	
	1
	
	

	
	Paragraph 7:  wrote 4 -12 sentences based on 2 – 3 sources providing possible solutions to the problem /prediction / summary
	
	2
	
	

	
	 TOTAL 
	
	10/2
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