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Research Paper Rubric

1. General:  Is your paper at least 10 pages long, WITHOUT the works cited pages?  A PAPER LESS THAN 10 PAGES WILL RECEIVE AN AUTOMATIC "F."

2. Format (5%):  Does your paper include a correctly formatted heading (not a cover sheet), consistent double spacing, and 1-inch margins all around?  Does your last name, followed by a page number, appear at the top of every page?  Is there an informative and interesting title centered below your heading on the first page?

3. Introduction (10%):  Is your introduction only ONE paragraph?  Does it begin with a hook, discuss important background or historical information, identify an audience, include a linking sentence, and end with a thesis statement?  Does it ease readers into the topic?  Does it avoid all argument?

4. Thesis Statement (5%):  Is it grammatically correct?  Is it specific and detailed?  Is it punctuated correctly?  Does it take a position that can be effectively argued and/or supported?  Is it positioned at the end of the introduction?

5. Body Paragraph Organization and Development (5% each = 25%):  Does each body paragraph begin with a clearly defined, grammatically correct topic sentence?  Does each body paragraph include a linking sentence or two?  Does each body paragraph contain research material that supports the topic sentence?  Does each body paragraph contain transitional words and phrases?  Does each body paragraph end with a concluding sentence?

6. Quotations and Paraphrases within Body Paragraphs (5% each = 25%):  Have you included at least 4 quotations or paraphrases in each body paragraph?  Do they all support or explain the topic sentence?  Are they all introduced, explained, and properly cited?  Is it easy for your readers to distinguish your voice from the sources you are using?  Is all your evidence properly documented?  IF THE ANSWER TO THE LAST TWO QUESTIONS IS “NO,” YOU MAY BE PLAGIARIZING, AND COULD EARN AN "F" ON THE PAPER.

7. Conclusion (10%):  Does your conclusion begin with a restatement of your thesis?  Does it include a linking sentence, mention the audience, discuss the future or possible outcomes, and end with a reference to the hook?  Does it ease your reader out of the essay?  Does it avoid all argument?

8. Works Cited Pages (5%):  Are they paginated?  Did you include at least 7 approved sources?  Did you use the correct format for each of your entries?  IF YOUR SOURCES ARE NOT APPROVED, OR IF YOU NEGLECT TO ATTACH A WORKS CITED, YOU MAY RECEIVE AN "F" ON THE PAPER.

9. Style (5%):  Is your diction (word choice) precise?  Is the tone of voice appropriate for your subject matter?  Have you cut down wordy sentences?  Have you revised awkward sentences?  Have you eliminated clichés and slang?

10. Technical Control (10%):  Do you use punctuation correctly?  Do you avoid fragments, run-ons, and comma splices?  Do you use verbs correctly?  Have you eliminated unnecessary commas?  Have you checked for usage (i.e. their, there, they're)?  Have you included necessary apostrophes and capital letters?  Are titles of books and magazines italicized or underlined?  Are titles of articles in quotation marks?  Have you spelled all words correctly? 
