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Overview:  The purpose of these assignments is to practice critical reading and analysis as consumers of research and evaluation studies. One of the major purposes of this class is to ensure that students are able to critically read and evaluate research; therefore, you will be required to read and critique a series of articles assigned by the instructor, throughout the semester.  

Articles
Full-text copies of four research or evaluation articles will be posted to the course D2L site over the semester.  Each will be identified clearly as the target article for one of the critique assignments. The articles will also function as supplemental readings for the course, so beyond the critique, students are responsible to know and understand the contents of these materials.
The written critiques will be used for in-class discussion and activities, then turned in for credit, on the dates listed in the course schedule.  Each critique should be approximately 2-3 single-spaced pages in length (longer if necessary to concisely address the questions).  Bring hard copy to submit, and be prepared to discuss and share your critique with the class.

Critique Focus and Content
The content of each critique should address the following questions and tasks as applicable to the specific article. Be certain that you address all of the questions in each of your critiques, making informed judgments for each article. The way you approach each article reflects your understanding of our course content to date, and your understanding of the fields of educational research and evaluation.  
      Cover in Every Critique
1. Provide the title and identify the authors of the article, with any elements of the special context, author roles & credibility.

2. Describe the purpose and context of the article, and explain how it would be useful to a researcher. 

3. Explain the methods used in the article, and comment on its precision and alignment, based on the course readings and discussions about the research types and tools.

4. Critique the article, identifying its strengths and any weaknesses it presents, based on the course readings and our discussions about the standards of rigor for educational research. Explain why the particular methods were appropriate, and those you identify as weaknesses were less fitting for the goals and needs in this case. 

5. Based on our readings and discussions on data collection instrumentation and measurement, describe what strategic choices the authors made in addressing their purpose.  Include principles relevant to what you know about how measures are developed and tested, and also what that means for how they are used in research.

6. In class we considered how educational evaluation is both similar to and different from more traditional educational research.  Based on your understanding of this comparison, explain how a scholar engaged in evaluation might value this article differently than one engaged in more traditional research.  

7. In class we considered how the same broad questions and issues can be investigated using quantitative, qualitative or mixed methods.  Whatever the methods used in this document, consider if this same purpose and general questions had been investigated using an alternative type of methods. What specific elements of the study design would have been different, and what different strategies could have been used? If the researchers had chosen this alternate approach, what specific advantages would it have offered, and what different challenges would it have presented?

8. Based on your readings on quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods study design, data collection and analysis, describe what strategic choices the authors made in designing this study, and in implementing that design.  More specifically, indicate how their choices would need to be revised if they chose one of the other overall methods (for example if a quantitative study would have been mixed).  Discuss not only what the overall design was (in structure and approach) but also if there had been different or multiple data types as information sources, even with the same overall design and structure.  How would each type of overall design and data source have changed the strategic choices and outcome of this study?

9. From an evaluation perspective, consider the instrumentation, participant sample and specific protocols as reported in this article.  Comment on their appropriateness for evaluative use, and indicate how you would suggest changing any of these elements to improve the clarity of any results, but of evaluation-focused results in particular.  From an evaluation user perspective, explain what additional information and benefits these changes would provide. 

10.  Whether this is a research study or evaluation report, consider and comment on what types of educational programs and outcomes could be evaluated using elements of the design and methods reflected in this article. Explain what benefits and challenges (or advantages and risks) are (or would be) presented by these choices for an evaluation context and evaluative goals, compared to primarily as research data.
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