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· Vincent Van Gogh, born in 1853 and grew up in the Southern Netherlands, where his father was a minister. 
· His desire to help humanity led him to become a teacher, preachers, and missionary and yet without success. 
· Working as as missionary among coal miners in Belgium, he had begun to draw in Earnest.
· He suffered severe breakdown that could have been a symptom of epilepsy.
· During his lifetime he was scarcely appreciated and he sold only one painting.
· He is known for his unique style of painting with energetic brushstroke and for using intense colors. 
· In his short career Van Gogh made almost 2,000 paintings and drawings and wrote more than 800 letters most of them to is brother, Theo, chronicling his aims and struggles as artist.    
· Van Gogh had committed himself following a mental breakdown, is among the last self portraits he made.
·  Incapacitated for five weeks and greatly out unnerved by experience, the artist retreated to his studio, refusing to go out even to the garden.
· Once he was able to paint again, this was the first canvas he made, apparently  in a single sitting without later retouching.
· In this painting, he painted himself as artist and he wears a blue painter’s smock over his white shirt and he holds several paint brushes while gripping a palette covered with blobs of yellow, blue, green and pink paints.
· The dark blue violet of the smock and the ground and the vivid orange of his hair and beard, create starling contrast to yellow and green of his face and he makes longer rhythmic strokes on his clothing  
· The dynamic brushwork lends to an uncommon immediacy and expressiveness to his portrayal. 
· Although Van Gogh portrayed himself no fewer than 36, he preferred the Washington painting as the one that captured his true character. 
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