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The Elementary and Secondary Education in America
Elementary and secondary school’s expenditures in the United States are about $620 billion in 2012-2013, or specifically around $12,1296 per public school. (National Center for Education statistics). It is obvious that the elementary and secondary education nowadays is becoming more important to both government and society. Elementary and secondary education refers to the education that is applied after the kindergartens and before the universities. People used to believe that attending universities is not as necessary as finishing the high school education, however in today’s society, completing a college degree seems more crucial than just having a high school degree. How can we know what have been the US government’s priorities in supporting elementary and secondary education? The trends of American education is changing now. We can know the answer from people and the government’s reaction. People nowadays are more willing to spend more time, money and effort on the elementary and secondary education. The US government had invested billions of dollars to the elementary education throughout the history in order to offer young children comprehensive education, strengthen students’ ability through applying their knowledge in the future, and the trends in equality of education in the United States. 
The holistic education is the first priority of the US government in supporting the primary and secondary education in the United States. The education trends in America is now focusing on the integrated development of students’ learning. For example, the K-12 education system, which is created to define the education and educational technology that children received from the kindergartens to the 12th grade in high school in the United States. The purpose of K-12 education system is assisting young children become better in mathematics and science, and assisting them becoming more professional in all types of course in order to be prepared for the colleges. The article “10 Facts About K-12 Education funding” states that the K-12 system is enacted with the ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act). This act provides the equal chances for children to be educated, and provides the basic supplements for teaching. (US Department of Education). For example, ESEA offers school materials, textbooks, services, professional teachers and so on. It is essential to offer these supplements so that some low-income families do not need to worry about the financial problems. Since taking different types of curriculums for general education is mandatory in most colleges, the K-12 education system will be the first step for young students to know and to prepare for the General Education system in colleges.
On the other hand, the US government had invested billions of dollars in order to support the elementary and secondary education. According to the data from the US Department of Education, there are around $536 million investment in the K-12 education system. (US Department of Education). Education funding has increased substantially in recent years, and this is one evidence that the US government now is making huge efforts on the development of elementary and secondary education. Moreover, according to the information from Concordia University, during the past 10 years, the spending on supporting the K-12 education system increased from $71.4 billion to $87.4 billion. (10 year spending trends). Moreover, the National Center for Education Statistics shows the education expenditure over 34 countries. Including the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), an organization of encouraging the economic growth and trades among 34 countries, presents a data chart of the government expenditures of elementary and secondary schools. The United States is the top countries that has the relatively high government expenditures on the elementary and secondary education. There are $11,700 spent per full-time-equivalent student at the primary and secondary education in the United States, and this number is about 31 percenter higher than the average of $9,000 for the other countries’ reports in the OECD. (Education Expenditures by Country).
Focusing on strengthening the abilities through applying young students’ knowledge is the second priority of the government in supporting the elementary and secondary education in the United States. For example, schools will prepare for a free society in school, help students combat illiteracy, Americanizing children of immigrants parents, and so on. (Bassett, 19). The purpose of elementary and secondary education is assisting young students to become better in practicing and become familiar with what the future life would be. First, American education pay more attention to students’ practice skills, which is to use their own knowledge based on what they have learned into the real practices. They do not only have the lecture section during the class. Students can be paired or grouped with their classmates and then have some discussions to solve problems together. This activity is what we defined as team work. For example, communication is a crucial factor in the group work. Although it is not an academic skill, it still can be a reflection of a student’s communication skill. The teamwork requires each team member to participate during the whole process, however, it is not as easy as we think. Some students may feel shy to speak in front of the public, and some students are not willing to join the conversation. In the journal from David, W Scott, he described people’s communication skills as a foundation of becoming professional in teamwork, especially for the elementary and secondary students. (Scott, 289). 	Students can improve their communication skills in the elementary or secondary schools so that they would be more comfortable and confident when going to the colleges or joining the workforce in the future. Therefore, it is important to not only know about the concepts that are taught in the class, but also to know about how to apply the knowledge into the real practices. 
Second, elementary and secondary education nowadays are also making efforts on paying more attention on skills of practice rather than the theoretical memorization. Many schools have increased the time of giving students opportunities to do more or practice more instead of lecturing and assigning homework all the time. According to the Statistical Analysis Report from the National Center for Education Statistics, the percentage distribution of school time spent per week on each of the core subjects varies during the past from 1987 to 1993. It measured the school time spent on both public schools and private schools. Both of these secondary schools have the similar results. The time that schools spent on English, reading and literature arts has been decreased from 52.9 percent to 49.7 percent. The time that schools spent on mathematics and arithmetic has been increased about 1 percent. For the science part, the public schools’ time spent per week has increased about 2 percent, and the private schools’ time spent on these two subjects increased about 1 percent. In addition, both private and public schools’ time spent on social studies per week has been increased around 1.5 percent. (Time Spent Teaching Core Academic Subjects in Elementary Schools, 27). The report indicates that both the private and public secondary schools in the United States are now attributing more time to the societal study instead of just studying the literature or English. 
The trends in the equality of education in the United States is the third priority in supporting the elementary and secondary education in the United States. Although the primary education is mandatary in the United States, there are still some other factors that stop children from accepting the secondary education. For example, low-income families may not be able to support their children, not only for the tuition, but also for the extra fees that may occur they decide continue accepting the education. Also, the race, gender, and ethnicity could also be problems for the inequality of education. Some private schools may have rules of only accepting certain types of students by ranking students with genders, different races, and religious beliefs. The United States is always seeking for the solution of solving the inequality problem in education, however, it is now simple. Corydon Ireland, the Harvard Correspondent, indicates that the education equality in American is crucial, and it can also be reflected as the best path to solve the societal inequality. “If inequality starts anywhere, many scholars agree, it’s with faulty education”, said by Corydon Ireland. (The costs of inequality).  Deval Laurdine Patrick, the American politician, civil rights lawyer and businessman, believes that the main job of teachers is not trying to bring more opportunities and take advantages of them, instead, their main job is to imagine what the opportunities can be, and could bring the education equality to each child. In addition, Roland Gerhard Fryer Jr., an American economist and researcher at Harvard University, states that it is important for the problematic schools or even the government in the United States to reveal the reasons for the inequality problem, and understand the concept that better the schools become, better the government could solve the inequality problem in the United States. (The costs of inequality).  
In order to protect American’s equal opportunity in education, there are some programs or act that are established to do so.  For example, there is an act related to the K-12 education system: No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). NCLB is achieving the goal that all children can have chances to be educated. The NCLB act considers the science and mathematics as the fundamental part in the American education. People believe that children in elementary and secondary schools start wondering the science languages and skills, thus, it is a good time to offer the science education in an earlier time. It will also help minimizing the time that teachers spent on teaching science in the elementary schools.  The Educational Opportunity Program (EOP), which is another program that are created to offer assistance in academic study, finance, mentorship, and professional advising to students. The existence of the Educational Opportunity Program is an advantage to the low-income families or to the students who would probably need more assistance. Although this program is for supporting the undergraduate students or even college students who want to attend the graduate schools, the EOP is also responsible for the students who are preparing for the colleges. (University of California).  
In conclusion, the government has made the K-12 system, including the NCLB act to make sure young students receive the equal and the best chance to learn comprehensively. The Investment and expenditures in supporting elementary education is increasing substantially nowadays. The society is also trying to work on the problem of inequality of education by revealing the reasons for the inequality and establishing programs. Therefore, it is not difficult to forecast that the US government will focus on the elementary and secondary education in the future. The elementary and secondary education is the foundation for the future education trend in the United States, and the government has made efforts to develop the structure of the elementary and secondary education by offering young children well-rounded education, strengthening students’ ability through applying their knowledge, and focusing on the equality of the education in the United States.
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