Interview Guide: Oral History – GERO 215 - 2015-2016 
These questions are just a guide for you to use and are recommended over your interviews. You may alter the questions as you see fit based on your discussion with your narrator. 
Childhood and the Teenage Years 
Can you please state your full name? (Include your first, middle, possibly maiden and last name). Please spell them out for me. 
If you’re ready, we’ll get started. 
·  Could you please give me the full names of your mother and your father? (Include first, middle, possibly maiden and last names). (Spell them out too). 
·  Tell me about your parents. (Follow-ups: Where were they from? Do you know how they met? What type of work did your father do? Did your mother work outside of the home?) 
·  Could you please tell me your birthdate? How old does make you (Follow-up: has anyone told you any stories about the day you were born?)? 
·  Where were you born? (Please list the town or city, state and country as well as the type of place you were born, i.e. at home or in a hospital). 
·  Describe the place that you grew up. Tell me about your home/s where you grew up. Did you live in an urban or rural area? Can you describe the area? 
·  Did you have brothers and/or sisters? What were their names? Describe the birth order in your family. 
·  Describe your family. What was it like growing up in your house? Did other family members live with you or close by you? Were your parents together? What kind of parent was your mother? What kind of a parent was your father? 
·  Did your family move around? If so, can you tell me about the different places that you lived? 
·  What did you do for fun when you were a child? 
·  Did you have chores when you were a child? Tell me about them. 
·  What were the names of the schools you attended? What kind of a student were you? Did you have favorite subjects? What sports were available at your school? Did you play any sports? 
·  What did you do for fun when you were a teenager? 
·  Was religion important to you as a young person? 
·  How were Holidays celebrated in your family? 
·  How are things different for children now then they were when you were a child? 
If you think about some of the major historical events that occurred when you were young such as WWII, The Depression, how did these events impact you and/or your family? 
Early and Middle Adulthood 
Now, we will be discussing your adult life, primarily from the time you were 20 to 50. 
Because this is a big time frame, it might help if we create a time line that highlights some of the most important events of your early and middle adulthood. (See sample timeline below). 
I__________________I_________________I______________I 20’s 30’s 40’s 50’s 
Here are some items to consider putting on the time line 
·  Did you attend college or go to the military during these years? When did you start and finish? 
·  Did you marry or start a relationship with a significant life partner? 
·  Did you have children? If so, about how old were you when your first child was born? How many 
children did you have? How many girls, how many boys? How old were you when your last child was 
born? 
·  Where did you live? Indicate where you lived on the timeline. Did you move around quite a bit during 
this time? 
·  Did you have one main job or did you change jobs during your middle adulthood? 
·  Were there other major or special events that occurred in your middle adulthood that you would like to 
add to the time line? (Perhaps a special vacation; an award you received; a significant accomplishment of a child, etc.) 
Now I’d like to go back and ask you some more general questions about your middle adulthood. 
·  Can you tell me about the role of work in your life during these years? How did you feel about your work? If you were a homemaker, how did you like this job? If you work outside of the home, how did you feel about your job? Did you enjoy it? Did you work long hours? 
·  Was family important to you during your middle adult years? If so, tell me more about your family. 
·  What did you or perhaps you and your family do for fun during your middle adulthood? (Were there games that you enjoyed playing (cards, etc. ) Did you play sports:? Did you have time for hobbies? If so what were they? Were you involved in clubs or civic groups?) 
·  Tell me about your social life. Who were your friends or some of the most important people in your life? Who did you enjoy spending time with? 
·  Was religion or spirituality important to you in middle adulthood? If so, can you tell me more about this? For example did you participate in religious services? Did you take part in religious holidays or have special things that you did with your family or faith community? 
·  Are there special occasions or vacations that stand out in your mind? 
·  What historical events occurred during your adulthood which impacted you? (Examples? Korean Conflict, Death 
of JFK; Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam) 
·  Describe some modern conveniences that an adult might have today that you would have liked to have had. 
·  Do you feel that you made contributions to the community during these years? If so, can you tell me about it? 
Later Adulthood 
Now, we will be discussing your later years from about the age of 50 to the present, and we will talk about your life as a whole as well. 
·  Where were you working during this time? 
·  Have you retired from a job? If you were married, did your spouse retire from a job? What was the 
retirement experience like for you? (and your spouse) 
·  Are you involved with community organizations such as church or volunteer groups? 
·  Think about different roles that you’ve held (possibly parent, spouse, and worker). Describe how your roles have changed over the years. Have you taken on new roles? 
·  What are the best things about getting older? What are some of the challenges? 
·  Can you describe your values? In other words, what is important to you? Have your values changed over 
the years? Or would you say that your values have remained stable over the years? Describe. 
·  Have recent historical events impacted your life? (Example 9-11). If so, what were they? How did they affect you? 
·  Looking back over your life, what have been your biggest accomplishments? 
·  Do you feel that you make contributions to others at this time in your life? 
·  What is a piece of advice you would like to give to the next generation? 
·  To conclude, can you please describe what the experience of providing the oral history has been like for you? 
(Students: please record this response word for word. At conclusion of the transcript paper, please include this question and the transcribed response) 
·  Thank you for your participation in this project. 
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