Instructions

Please comment on the discussion response below in 200 words. 

During the 1970’s minority groups were starting to emerge into American television after the civil rights movements. However, shows such as, Good Times and All in the Family did not portray African Americans in a positive or socially acceptable manner. Instead African Americans such as, Lionel and James are seen struggling and living up to the stereotypes of their race during this time. In the 1970’s, it was becoming more socially acceptable to see stereotypes, racism, and affection on the big screen. In the show All in the Family, Lionel plays a young African American trying to improve his social status during these trivial times. Archie is the man of the house and uses his Caucasian social status to control Lionel and makes discriminating comments to him. However, Archie’s son in law, Michael, makes it apparent that he supports the civil rights movements and does not get along with Archie. In the show, it is obvious that Archie has great control over his daughter and wife. The show Good Times involves an African American family trying to make it during tough economic times. I did notice that women in this family seemed to have more of a voice and more control than Archie’s wife. James is struggling to find employment because of his color and lack of education. The children are faced with racial biases at school and in society. I observed many racial comments towards Caucasians in the script such as, “I would get a better greeting from the clan”. I found the title of the show hilarious because this was not a depiction of the “good times” by African Americans.

Although both shows described the tough times for African Americans after the civil rights movements, they had differences in the visual schemes of the two shows. The first difference I noticed was how the families’ homes appeared. Archie’s family had a very nice and organized home. The home seemed very large and had an upstairs. However, the family in Good Times looked like a small apartment with a family of five trying to squeeze together. The home seemed out dated compared to Archie’s home. Also, I noticed that you could see the city from the apartment which indicated that they lived in the projects. The way Archie interacted with Lionel supported the idea that Archie did not like the young man. Archie became frozen when Lionel’s shuck his hand. Another difference I noticed about the visual scheme was the fact that Archie’s family was rarely seen anywhere but their home. They were never seen in the city. On the other hand, the other family was seen in multiple parts of the city including the school and bus station. This indicates to me that Archie wanted his family to avoid the changes that were going on in society, which is also supported by the theme song of the show. The family in Good Times was not shy about presenting the struggles of African Americans including poverty and unemployment.
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