Econ325 - Industrial Organization
Summer 2012, Instructor: Dr. S. Ghosh
Assignment 3: Industry Paper,

Due July 27, 2012, to your T.A.

Choose an industry of your choice. It must be from either Canada or the United States of America. International
students may choose an industry from their home country with prior permission from your T.A. Define your
industry in terms of its NAICS code. Discuss how the industry has evolved over time. Identify the major firms
in the industry. Determine to the extent possible the relative market shares of these firms. Discuss the degree of
concentration in the industry using CR4, other n-firm concentration ratios, H-H indices, etc. Has the industry
always been this concentrated, or has the level of concentration changed over time? Have the top firms always
been the same, or have the dominant firms changed over time? What kind of price discrimination, bundling or
typing strategies are taken by the existing firms in the industry? What, if anything is done by the existing firms
to deter entry? Assess the possibility of collusion in the industry. Refer to the characteristics we discussed in
class which may help or hinder collusion. Depending on space, you may discuss some, not all of the ideas

outlined above.

Requirement and tips for this Assignment:

1. Papers should be 3-4 pages, typed with 1.5 spacing and 12 point font, with an added page for
bibliographic references. Shorter or longer papers are discouraged and must be accompanied by an
explanation.

2. At the end of each paper, there should be a list of bibliographic references. You must write the
references in APA style. About APA style, please refer to the following SFU library webpage:
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/writing/apasixth

3. Papers must be submitted on time. Extensions will be granted only under medical or other emergencies.
Late papers will automatically get a grade of zero.

4. Correct grammar is expected. Egregious grammatical mistakes will be penalized. Please remember to
do a spell-check before submitting the assignment.

5. Clear and concise writing will be rewarded. VVague, rambling, or excessively wordy writing will be
penalized.

6. Most information that you will need would be available from the following SFU library website created

especially for this course: http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/subject-quides/economics/econ325. If you have

difficulty finding data for your industry, please come and see me, or your TA, for help.


http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/writing/apasixth
http://www.lib.sfu.ca/help/subject-guides/economics/econ325

Writing Assignment Assessment Criteria

Content < Low High—

=

Paper responds fully to the style requirements, 1 2 3 4 5 67(8| 9 10

of the assignment, i.e. it includes title page,
introduction, problem description, economic analysis

Recommendations, conclusion, APA style citation.

2. Introduction does a good job of setting up the paper 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8 9 10

3. Industry evolution described clearly and correctly 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8§ 9 10

4. Economic analysis is correct; reasoning is

clearly explained and internally consistent 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8 9 10

5. Overall assessment of content 1 20 3 4 5 67| 8 9 10

Writing quality, grammar, spelling

6. Sentence structure is good 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8§ 9 10
7. Paper makes correct use of punctuation 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8§ 9 10
8. Paper is free of spelling errors 1 2 3 4 5 67| 8§ 9 10

Percent score:

Your grade will be calculated as a weighted average of scores assigned to items 1-10. Item 1 is worth 20
points. Items 2 and 3 are worth 10 percent each. Item 4 is worth 30 percent. Item 5 is worth 10 percent.
Item 6 is worth 10 percent. Items 7 and 8 are worth 5 percent each. Your percentage score on the paper is

determined by calculating your weighted score as a percentage of ten.



