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A #3: 1 annotation (Part 1)

Why do academic writers annotate sources? 
There are multiple reasons academic writers create annotated bibliographies. It’s a way to organize your research and keep track of your sources when you begin a new research project. You can begin by examining research and deciding what new observations or original arguments you can create (instead of plugging your research into an argument you want to prove). 

The annotated bibliography practices many of the skills you need to develop over the semester: distinguishing sources, source evaluation, establishing the credibility of an author, argument analysis, and considering limitations (or appropriateness) of a source. For instance, you will introduce an author and establish credibility when you frame a quotation. You may need to carefully select sources for different assignments with varied source requirements. The annotated bibliography will let you practice these skills while you gather research for your essay. 

This homework assignment will begin simply: you have to write one annotation for Monday. 

For now, let’s get started on Part 1 and write that first annotation.   

For your annotations, follow this template:

Origin:  The citation and the first sentence give the author’s name, the title and the topic of the text.  You will also briefly indicate who the author is, conveying a sense of his/her authority or credibility on the topic.  

Purpose: The second sentence explains the purpose of the source (which will usually include an argument of some sort) and also indicates who the target audience is.

Summary: The third through fifth/sixth sentences summarize the source.  This synopsis should focus on the major points that support the author’s purpose.

Value: The final sentence assesses the text’s value as a source for an academic researcher and/or for your own specific paper.  Explain why the source would or would not be useful, giving at least one or two specific reasons.  If a source has a particular limitation, you want to show the reader that you are aware of this, especially since a flawed or limited text may still have some value for your essay.

Hints: 

· This should start with that Works Cited entry for the source. 

· Then, the information post-entry should be written in paragraph format. 

· Summary of an argument is not the same as understanding a source. Go deeper than summary. What does this source argue? What does it say? 

Now, try on your own. 
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To clarify, the annotation should be on a source that is related to your final paper on some aspect of technology. If you know your topic, use it to jump start your paper. If you don't, use it to jump start your research. In short, it should be about your final paper topic. You'll have five of these due over the next couple of weeks. 

Thank you,

Professor Bertaina

