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[bookmark: _GoBack]I chose to discuss Ghazi Abdul Rahman Al Gosaibi and create his leadership profile because I am very much impressed in what he has done, not only to excel, but apparently achieve, in a lot of many different fields not only in business. He was not only a business man, but he was a government official, a diplomat, a technical expert, a poet and a novelist. Although what I appreciate about him is that, he was not only an expert in many fields, but he had great beliefs and he was a man of integrity. He was courageous to voice out those beliefs even if it costed him to be dismissed in his office in government. He used his talents and skills not only to serve himself but to serve the people of his country. He was even named the “Godfather of Renovation” by The Majalla, and the “only great man in Saudi Arabia” by a journalist in Saudi Arabia named Othman Al Omeir. His influence and legacy lived even up to this day and I can say that his life was not a wasted life. 
Al Gosaibi was born in a privileged family and had all the opportunities to better himself which he did not take for granted. He was born on March 3, 1940 to one of the richest family in the Al Ahsa province, specifically in the Kingdom of Hofuf. He had a great head start because he was born in a family with a lot of resources, influence and connections. Knowing this, it is not surprising that he was able to attain his successes because of his familial origins. However, apart from his background, I believe that Al Gosaibi would not become the person he is known to be without his personal character, potentials and efforts. His family may had only be a stepping stone and not the sole reason for his life successes. Furthermore, because of his family’s wealth and Al Gosaibi’s intelligence, he was able to study in the most prestigious universities in Saudi Arabia and abroad. He was able to take a degree in law in the University of Cairo in Egypt in 1961. After his tertiary education, he also took post-graduate studies in the University of Southern California in the United States of America with a degree of international relations in 1964. His education did not stop there because he later even pursued a doctorate degree in law at the University of London, and even did a dissertation about the Yemen crisis.  
It was also very humbling that after going to the best universities abroad Al Gosaibi still chose to work and serve in Saudi Arabia, his home country. He began his career as an educator in King Saud University in Saudi Arabia starting in 1965. Even at the start of his career, he was already excelling as he held various positions from associate professor, to dean of the faculty of commerce to head of the department of political science. His education and intelligence earned him some of the highest positions in the academe. He not only worked as an educator, he was also practicing law as a legal consultant to the Saudi reconciliation committee. And since he had a background of the Egyptian culture, he was able to fulfil his role well in negotiating with the Egyptian forces in Yemen. Not only was he an educator, a legal consultant, Al Gosaibi also led various industrial companies such as Saudi Railways Organization in 1970, Jubail Petrochemical Company, Yanbu Petrochemical Company. He also became affiliated with other companies such as Public Investment Fund, Supreme Manpower Council and Royal Commission for Jubail. It was noticeable that the companies he was affiliated with were also diverse. There was one related to railways, others in petrochemical, another in finance, and one in labor. His career portfolio grew and his expertise in the different fields of education, law and business began to expand. From these experiences, the Saudi Arabian government was able to later recognize his skills and expertise and began assigning him in various government positions.
	Starting 1970s, the government of Saudi Arabia began to recognize Al Gosaibi and started to take him as one of the technocrats who were in-charge of assigning public positions and posts. After six years, King Khalid assigned him a public position as the minister of industry and electricity. It was a suitable position for him because, not only did he have experiences as an administrator of different companies from various sectors, he also had a background in law, which is very much related to politics. Serving as a minister in a public office was suited to his career portfolio and his capabilities in leadership roles. However, at this point in Al Gosaibi’s career, he was only starting to build up his career portfolio, especially in the government. It was seen earlier how he shifted from being an educator, to lawyer, to head of different industry offices. But from this point forward, he began to serve in various public offices as well. For one year, he held office as a minister of health from 1983 to 1984; then as a minister of water and electricity in 2002 to 2004; and then appointed as a minister of labor in 2004 by King Fahd. Being assigned as the minister of labour was the last position held by Al Gosaibi until his death in 2010. During his term there, he was able to promote the employment of more Saudi nationals into companies and encourage the national strategy Saudization into practice. 
All along during his political involvement, Al Gosaibi did not stop fostering his entrepreneurial skills and established a state-controlled petrochemical firm which he headed in 1976. SABIC or the Saudi Arabia Basic Industries Corporation is a diversified manufacturing company involved in the manufacture of cchemicals and intermediates, industrial polymers, fertilizers, and metals. SABIC is the largest company listed in the Middle East and 70 percent of its shares is owned by the government of Saudi Arabia. Al Gosaibi’s leadership potentials had no end. He was doing his role as a public officer while establishing a business. This feat is more than amazing for a human being to do, but Al Gosaibi was able to do all that and more. More in a sense that, apart from all these things that he was already able to do, he still was doing a lot more than one person could do. He was really a leader who was able to lead the people to achieve more than beyond expectations. And this was only possible because of the leadership skills of Al Gosaibi.
Even at the start of his career, one can readily see that Al Gosaibi is not the type who settles in one career, even in one organization. And while being a public servant in Saudi Arabia, he did not stay in the country, but served as a diplomat in the middle of his career. He was the ambassador to Bahrain in 1984 to 1992 after being removed from office as the minister of health (more about this issue later). Then, he was subsequently appointed as ambassador to the United Kingdom and Ireland in 1992 as well. From 1992, his terms as the Saudi Arabian ambassador to these countries ended after almost 10 years, which is by far the longest affiliation of Al Gosaibi. He was also recognized by international organizations such as UNESCO and was even nominated in 1999 as the director general of the said organization. 
Apart from his credentials and experiences, Al Gosaibi can also be regarded for his political views, which he did not spare even in his writings. He was firm in his beliefs and views and was not afraid to say these. He was known for his liberal religious views, and was against terrorism and extremism. He even believed in the democratic reform and was an apparent critic of the Saudi conservative society. His political opinions also included a lot of criticism about the United States and the Arab elites and politics. There was a time when he stood his ground on issues of corruption which caused him to be dismissed in a public office as a minister of health. He tried to indirectly expose the corruption in King Fahd’s government, including the ruling elites in general, by writing a poem entitled “A Pen Bought and Sold” and posting the poem on the front page of Al Jarizah. He even criticized the American foreign policy in 1980 when he said that the said policy was “self-doubt, isolative, and had a tendency to abdicate”. Even the US media did not pass his critical observations. Al Gosaibi was very keen in expressing his opinions to the public. Because of his views, many became against him and his intense ideologies. He was even labelled as a “Westerner, infidel, secular and a hypocrite” by the radicals to express their campaign against him. However, there were also good things that resulted from his political ideologies. One of which is his support for Saudi Arabian women. He supported the idea to give more job opportunities to Saudi women. He also encouraged the youth to pursue high-paying, easy jobs and discouraged them to pursue those types of work. He contributed a lot when he was the minister of labor. 
His intelligence and wisdom also led gave him other skill-sets like writing which he used in many occasions during his terms as a politician in different offices. Apparently, he used his writings to express his views and political opinions. Apart from the “A Pen Bought and Sold” he also wrote “You Are the Martyrs” to express his opinion regarding the 9/11 bombing in the United States. Apart from his poems, Al Gosaibi was able to publish over 40 books, most of which were collections of poems. He was a diplomat-writer, and was considered as one of the best-selling writers in Saudi Arabia. Most of his writings reflected his opinions and included topics on corruption, Arab alienation, and the conditions of the Arab States. He even wrote novels about love like the “A Love Story” in 2002 which is about a novelist dreaming of a past affair with a married woman. Included in his writings is his very own autobiography entitled, “Yes, Minister! A lifetime in Administration” in 1999. He also wrote essays and a satire, apart from writing poems. Because of his very strong political beliefs reflected in his writings, some of his books were even banned to be circulated in Saudi Arabia. This means that Al Gosaibi was that courageous to express his opinions even at the cost of his own career. Furthermore, some of his writings include: Seven (1999), An Apartment Called Freedom (1994), and Feathers and the Horizon (1989), all of which were translated to English. 
There are a lot of things that is commendable in the life and contributions of Al Gosaibi. First, his potential as a leader was not limited to one area, but a lot. This man had contributed a lot to the world and to Saudi Arabia. Second, it was very evident that he was man of many talents and even used those skills to serve in different careers. He was a first an educator, then a lawyer, business head, politician, technical expert and diplomat. He is a technical expert in his field and had a very good influence in both the industry and politics. He even served in various offices that is beyond his field of expertise such as the time when he served as a minister of health, and even a minister of labour, to which he had no prior education. He was, by his field of education, a lawyer and an internal relations officer; however, it did not prevent him to pursue other career tracks and gained sufficient experiences in each of the different fields he went. Not only did he go to various careers, he even held different offices and positions in a lot of those careers. 
Thirdly, Al Gosaibi obviously had very diverse cultural experiences with both people and places abroad. He chose to study in different countries including Egypt, United States and United Kingdom. Not only did he specifically studied international relations, he also practiced it by becoming an ambassador. Apparently, he was also able to apply his views on cultural diversity in his personal life by marrying a woman of German decent. This is a man that is not only well-skilled but also culturally knowledgeable which makes him perfect for the role of an ambassador. And fourth, Al Gosaibi possessed talents beyond his political, legal, and entrepreneurial skills. Instead, he was even regarded to be a great poet and novelist and was also into arts. This was a man who was not only intelligent but also very artistic and creative. He was able to produce countless writings that represented his voice in politics and inspired many readers as well. Al Gosaibi lived a long and very productive life. He married a German woman who was raised in Bahrain and had four children. He died of colon cancer at the age of 70 and even up to this day, his legacy is well remembered in Saudi Arabia. 
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