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Good Business: Chapter 4 Reading Guide
 

1.      Give 3 reasons that explain how the concept of “charity” in the Christian tradition and the concept of the “preferential option for the poor” are different:

(1) Charity is a close relative of love while preferential option for the poor is closely related to justice.

(2) Charity is just interested in helping but preferential option for the poor is interested in knowing whey there is poverty.

(3) Charity is just temporary redistribution of wealth while preferential option for the poor wants people to stand in the shoes of the poor and to work and live with the poor and have a good relationship with them.

 

2.      Up until this point in your life, did you grow up with more of a “charity” understanding/commitment or a POFP understanding/commitment, or neither? Explain

I grew up with more of a charity and I never knew about POFP before. My parents would tell me to donate money to the poor especially during our special celebrations and that is how we show our thanksgiving for all the blessings we receive but we never really apply the POFP.

 

3.      How does the interpretative lens, or hermeneutic, of the POFP call us to view the world?

It is a way of seeing and interpreting the world from the perspective of the poor and oppressed. Some theologians like Fred Kamer claims that the world looks very different in the perspective of the poor and marginalized.

 

4.      What would it mean for you to adopt more of a POFP disposition in your own life?

This means that I would try to understand what poor people feel and do more to reduce the inequality happening in this world. If ever I have my own business someday, I will not oppress the poor and think about their condition as well aside from my own.

 

5.      When the Genesis creation stories are read from the perspective of the POFP, what is the implication?

Its implication is that Good created all men and they are equal so the poor are also important to God just like those who do not live in poverty. This means that the society should also give importance to the poor and treat them as equal and include them in the progress and development of the community. They should have equal opportunities and people should help them get out of poverty if possible.

 

6.      How does the book of Exodus shape our understanding of the POFP?

The book of Exodus shows that God thinks about the poor just like how the thought about the Hebrew people and helped them get out of the hands of the Egyptians as slaves so they can have their freedom. This shows that God sees poor people as people who also have rights and equal opportunities and freedom should be given to them.

 

7.      How is Jesus understood to taking a POFP in what is recounted in the Gospels?

Jesus is known as someone who has great love for the poor and he uplifts them and he reinforces the truth that God takes side of the poor and he understands them. Jesus understands POFP because he wants to be with the poor and favor them to lessen the inequality and show that poor or not, all people are important to God.

 

8.      What are four characteristics given for describing theoretical capitalism in this chapter?

(1) Capital theory has few conceptual resources to confront and prevent the emergence of dictatorial economic power.

(2) Self-interest may be a significant reason that capitalists avoid topics of income disparity and uneven resource distribution.

(3) Capitalism has a well-developed critique of government power and its minimal and strictly limited role in a market economy.

(4) Theoretical capitalism has a relatively impoverished and naïve conception of economic power and the problems associated with its balanced accumulation.

 

9.      Do you agree with these critiques of capitalism? Why or why not?

I agree with the critiques because that is what I can observe from the world now. Most businesses just pay very little amount to their employees while they got a lot from the business. Even the stockholders only get a little when the company experience financial crisis and then they are bailed out and still get billions of dollars even when the company is in crisis.

 

10.  What is the POFP deeply suspicious of and why?

POFP is deeply suspicious of the concentration of both political and economic power. These suspicions are grounded from the critique of hierarchy that is interpreted from the Bible.

 

11.  Why does economic inequality receive a “cold reception” in the POFP?

Economic inequality received a cold reception because the jubilee-year legislation in the book of Leviticus and egalitarianism is present even in the early Israelite society that they practice during Jubilee.

 

12.  How does this chapter characterize the values and theoretical underpinnings of laissez-faire capitalism?

This chapter thinks that laissez-fair capitalism will not be good for the market because the market will favor innovative industrious risk takers but will punished those who are lazy, stupid, and timid.

 

13.  What is opportunity egalitarianism?

Opportunity egalitarianism gives equal access and opportunity to everyone. All people are part and actor in a market economy and everyone have all the necessary opportunities given to them in order to survive and become successful in that system.

 

14.  According to the author, is opportunity egalitarianism a reality in the U.S. capitalistic system? Do you agree? Explain.

The author says that opportunity egalitarianism is not a reality in the US that has a capitalistic system because the country’s system mostly favors the rich. I agree with this because those who are rich in the US and are capitalists become richer and they are VIP in all aspects and they are given special treatment everywhere while the poor, although the government helps, still become poor unless they get a good opportunity for them.

 

15.  What type of economic relations does a preferential option for the poor call for?

It calls for the entirely and diametrically different social structures than those propose by neoclassical capitalism. It has a cooperative visions based from the theology of divine creation.

 

16.  According to POFP, how are we to understand ownership and distribution of goods?

We should understand it that all goods are creation and they are common inheritance to humans so nobody can own them because they are for all humans.

 

17.  In neoclassical theory the right to private property is an absolute right. How does CST understand the right to private property? Explain what this means in your own words.

CST understands that the right to private property is for the common good and it should follow the universal destination of foods. CST does not want hierarchal orders and it will only be acceptable to have private property when other people does not have greater need for these resources.

 

18.  Why is CST concerned with accumulation and institutionalization of all forms of social power and hierarchical orders?

This is because CST believes in POFP and hierarchy undermine the concept of human dignity as well as the absolute sovereignty of God since God created everything and he owns everything and not humans.

