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Answer each of the following questions in short well-developed paragraphs. You must use your own language or appropriate quotations or paraphrases. 


1.  People both here and abroad often assign certain traits or values to Americans. For example, some say that Americans are optimistic; others that they are risk-takers. How would you characterize Americans as a people? Write about the traits or values that you think are typical of Americans and explain why you would characterize them this way.


2.  In class, we discussed American exceptionalism, including the recent debate among politicians (and others) about whether America is exceptional or not. What do you think? Explain your answer. 
