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	Category
	Exceeds Standard
	Meets Standard
	Does Not Meet Standard
	No Evidence
	Possible Points
	Score

	Topic Proposal
	Answers all questions thoughtfully; gives clear understanding of audience/purpose and direction.
	Evidence of some direction; questions not thoroughly answered.
	Not a thorough discussion; brief answers to questions; no clear direction.
	Missing
	5 points
	

	Thesis Statement
	Clearly and concisely states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence that is engaging and though provoking.
	Clearly states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence.
	Incomplete or unfocused
	Missing – no evidence
	5 points
	

	Introduction
	The introduction is engaging, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper (sets it up).
	The introduction states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.
	There is no clear introduction or main topic and the structure of the paper is not addressed.
	Missing – No evidence
	10 points
	

	Body
	Each paragraph has thoughtful supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea.
	Each paragraph has sufficient supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea.
	Paragraphs fail to develop main ideas.
	NA
	15 points
	

	Organization/Structural Development of Argument
	Writer demonstrates logical and subtle sequencing of ideas through well-developed paragraphs; transitions are used to enhance organization.

	Paragraph development present but not perfected.



	Not evidence of structure or organization.
	NA
	15 points
	

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.
	The conclusion restates the thesis.
	Incomplete or unfocused.
	Absent
	10 points
	

	Mechanics
	No mistakes
	One or two mistakes
	Five mistakes
	More than five grammar and/or spelling errors
	10 points
	

	Citation - In-Text Citation and Works Cited Page
	All cited works, both text and visual, are done in the correct format with no errors.
	Some cited works, both text and visual, are done in the correct format. 
	Absent
	NA
	10 points
	

	Annotated Bibliography
	Done in correct format with no errors; includes 6 references with at least 3 peer reviews journal articles.
	Done in correct format with few errors; includes 5 references with at least 3 peer reviews journal articles.
	Done in correct format with many errors; includes 3 references with at least 3 peer reviews journal articles.
	Missing
	10 points
	

	Primary Research
	Excellent sources; material included as appendix; good use of primary research that bolsters argument significantly.
	Good sources, good use of primary research, contributes to overall argument.
	Material not included properly, does not contribute significantly to argument.
	No evidence of primary research.
	10 points
	

	Total Points:
	
	
	
	
	100 points possible
	



