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Abortion Rights

The issue of abortion has become controversial with two main groups arguing for and against the practice. For more than four decades opponents and supporters of abortion have been fighting over this issue in courts.  Currently, the struggle over abortion is being fought in ballot boxes and state legislatures. Individuals have separated themselves between groups to show support or opposition on the issue (Saurette and Gordon 65). Therefore, the ruling in the Supreme Court on Roe v. Wade case on abortion did not solve the problem. During this case, the court was for Roe who was a supporter of making abortion legal. However, opponents of the case were not happy with the decision and had since continued to protest against making abortion a legal practice.

Today abortion has two sides namely the pro-life and pro-choice. Pro-life is a group that has formed to oppose the practice of abortion terming it as murder. According to the group, abortion should not be allowed because it is harmful to the baby and therefore immoral. According to Ellison, babies are alive and terminating pregnancies before their full term and therefore resulting in their death is against the laws of nature and therefore, abortion should be restricted to cases where the pregnancy risk the lives of both the mother and the child (Ellison 125). The author says that life if sacred and therefore should not be taken away through abortion.

Pro-choice, on the other hand, is the team in support of making abortion legal. It is the perception that women should be allowed to make own choices about their bodies (Wolbrecht 73). Therefore, there have been continued battles between the two groups as they fight for their ideas to win. According to some pro-choice followers, fetuses are just a part of the body of the mother and therefore, just like the mother can get rid of parts they do not want, they should be allowed to terminate pregnancies. The theorists compare frozen fetus in bottles to lively beings and ask whether it is logical to call unborn fetuses lives. Nevertheless, Randy Alcorn questions the notion, saying that organs should share genetic material with the hosts, an aspect that is different in cases of fetuses and their mothers (Alcorn). The pro-choice supporters include feminists and women’s rights movements that hold that women should have autonomy over their body just like men do.
Over time, the people championing for the legalization of abortion have increased to about 59 percent of the American population. Nevertheless, 37 percent of the people have remained adamant that abortion is against the law and it is immoral. The issue has also increased the division among the Democrats and Republicans in Parliament. While the more liberal Democrats insist that abortion should be made legal and the mother should make the choices, the Republicans think that abortion should not be allowed, as it is harmful to the baby and against religious beliefs that are the pillar of the American constitution.

The divide has led to the growth of the third group of people who believe in a theory called moral relativism. According to the theorist, abortion should not be viewed objectively. Rather, the issue should be seen subjectively. The moral relativists think that abortion is not a moral issue and that decisions should be made based on the situations surrounding the. The moral relativists neither support nor oppose abortion. As a result, they have been criticized for their neutrality. Vaughn compares the followers of moral relativism to an individual who witnesses someone killing a baby by dismembering and is shocked about it but does nothing because they are not a part of the activity (Vaughn 168). Nevertheless, the diversity of the reason for people performing abortions makes the perspective of moral relativism sensible as neither the pro-life and pro-choice hardliners give alternatives to the women, despite the moral guidance.
Abortion rights remain a primary issue in the nation as well as in many other countries. It remains a significant influence in the battle between different groups of individuals who disagree with it. Some states have taken the initiative to enhance own restrictions regarding abortion. It thus remains a crisis in that it will continue to cause a divide between individuals as long as they do not agree on one thing. Pro-life, religious people and Republicans will continue to oppose abortion whereas pro-choice, Democrats and nonreligious people will support it.
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