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The principal concern in juvenile court is to effort to rehabilitate the juvenile. A forensic psychologist has many roles in the court just like a clinician; such as performing evaluations; consulting; determining risk; determining willingness to possible treatment and treatment plan.    Juveniles are an important focus in the court system. An example of an evaluation used in Juvenile Court is determining if the juvenile will be tried as an Adult or child. It can happen in family court, juvenile court, or adult court. For it to remain in the lower court, the case must remain being tried as a juvenile court. If not, they can be tried as an adult in a different court system. This is determined by the crime(s) committed and risk of dangerousness for the community, the age/maturity at the time of the crime, and amenability to treatment.  Serious crimes that require stricter punishment will be heard in adult court. By nature, Juveniles are risk takers, self-centered and impulsive. They live for the thrill not thinking of the consequences. Based on these reasons, mental illness is typically not diagnosed till the age of 18. Even at 25 they still have not processed maturity as a typical adult would have.

Per the Argosy University Online (AUO) (2016) juvenile evaluations are used in the courts to inform on the “juvenile’s competency and treatment needs and aiding the courts in adjudication decisions” (para. 1). This helps in determining what the course of action for Juveniles need to be. For a juvenile, this is beneficial because in Criminal courts the main purpose is to punish. In the forensic evaluation, they review any previous/pending charges, school history, and history pertaining to family, education and mental. History (Franklin, 2011, para. 1).
Forensic psychologists are experienced in dealing with areas of mental and legal questions. They provide reports to the court that help make decisions on the behalf of the juvenile (Kavanaugh, Clark, Masson & Kahn, 2006, 890).  To testify in court they must provide knowledge on the correlation between emotional and psychological issues.  Forensic Psychologists first point is to aid in the court by presenting facts. They also work with lawyers to advocate on behalf of the client. 
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