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Faculty Contact

Andrew McMurray Drew.McMurray@faculty.umuc.edu
Course Description

A focused survey of the intersection of technology and history and the evolutionary process that marks what we call progress. The objective is to apply historical precedent to everyday responsibilities and relationships in order to advance the goals and ideals of contemporary society; compare and contrast historical eras; and describe how events influence our sense of time, space, and technology.
Course Introduction

Investigating the intersection of technology and history is the perfect stepping stone for engaging the human condition. In this course, you will view history through the lens of technological change, with particular emphasis on how specific innovation and invention create clear lines of demarcation in history.
During this course, you will investigate the methodology and changes in human interactions, and compare and contrast historical eras. To do this, you will complete a staged project in which you will describe how events influence our sense of time, space, and technology. You will also apply historical precedent to everyday responsibilities and relationships in order to advance the goals and ideals of contemporary society.
Course Outcomes

After completing this course, you should be able to: 
• accurately and effectively communicate ideas, information, arguments, and messages to present material in a historical context 
• investigate and evaluate historical information from global, social and ethical perspectives to guide decision making 
• apply historical precedent to contemporary roles, responsibilities, and relationships in order to advance the goals of a community or organization 
Course Materials

Click to access your course materials information
Class Guidelines

Contacting your Faculty Member
You can use the Pager feature within the classroom to send a message to your faculty member.
Click the Classroom Walkthrough Videos link below, and then click The Pager link, to view a how-to video on how to use the Pager function within the classroom:
Classroom Walkthrough Videos Link
Within the Content section of your classroom, view the Start Here section or Additional Course Information section within the Syllabus to learn more about contacting your faculty member.
Academic Policies
University policy information is available in the classroom Content > Syllabus > Academic Policies section of the classroom. For a video demonstration on how to load the Content portion of your classroom, follow the link below, and then click on Course Content:
Classroom Walkthrough Videos Link
For more information about student services and other general information, visit UMUC’s website at http://www.umuc.edu/
HIST Program Policies and Information
Preventing Plagiarism
According to the Merriam Webster Online Dictionary, plagiarism can be defined as “the act of using another person's words or ideas without giving credit to that person” (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/plagiarism). In other words, it is literally a form of theft. If your professor finds evidence that you have plagiarized, s/he must report that evidence. This can result in a zero grade for the entire assignment, not just the plagiarized sentence, text, illustration, chart, table, etc. 
The consequences of committing plagiarism are extremely high for you as students and as citizens in a rapidly increasing digitized world. An accusation of this form of theft is extremely serious and has resulted in firings, resignations, and humiliation for professors, news and television reporters, and even political leaders. Therefore, the history program strongly encourages all students to take the UMUC Academic Integrity Tutorial (https://www.umuc.edu/students/academic-integrity/tutorial.cfm). Your professor may also require you to complete the tutorial and submit the certificate of completion. In addition, the history program strongly encourages students to read and fully understand the university’s policies on academic dishonesty and plagiarism. The policy guidelines are located at http://www.umuc.edu/policies/academicpolicies/aa15025.cfm.
The instructions for the tutorial are below. When you successfully finish it, an online certificate of completion will appear. To take the tutorial, click on the Resources tab located in the navigation bar at the top, then click on the Effective Writing Center link.  You will see a link for the Academic Integrity Tutorial; clicking on the link will take you to the tutorial. After you have completed the Academic Integrity Tutorial and successfully taken the quiz, please be sure to submit a copy of your certificate to your professor if you are required to do so.
When you reach the tutorial, complete these steps:
1. Read and complete Modules 1-4 of the Tutorial.
2. Take the quiz at the end of the Module 4.
3. Once you have received a passing score on your quiz, follow the instructions at the bottom of the certificate to see how to download and save a PDF copy to your computer.
4. The tutorial instructions will tell you how to email the certificate to your instructor. Do Not Do This.
5. Upload the saved copy of your certificate to the assignment folder in your class labelled "Academic Integrity Certificate of Completion
The history program wants to help all students achieve academic and professional success. If you have any questions about proper citation formats or doubts about when it is appropriate to document your information, your professor and the staff of the Effective Writing Center are available to assist you.
Departmental Statement on Submission of Original Work
All work submitted must be written for this course during the term in which the course is being completed. Work from other courses or from other academic or non-academic settings, past or present, is not acceptable and will result in immediate failure for that assignment. No opportunities for re-submission or revision will be granted.
When assignments involve research, students may make reference to work originally submitted for other courses or other settings. If students wish to submit extensively revised or expanded work previously submitted in this or another course, they must obtain the approval of the class instructor in advance.
UMUC Effective Writing Center
The Effective Writing Center (EWC) provides online services and resources to help students improve their writing. You can see what the EWC offers by clicking on the Resources tab located in the navigation bar at the top, then clicking on the Effective Writing Center link. The EWC offers a guide to writing and research located at www.umuc.edu/writingcenter/onlineguide/index.cfm. The center also offers direct feedback from a trained, experienced writer called a writing advisor at www.umuc.edu/writingcenter/writingadvising/index.cfm. You can also submit any piece of writing or writing-related questions by email to writingcenter@umuc.edu. For additional information about the EWC, see the Frequently Asked Questions section located at http://www.umuc.edu/writingcenter/writingresources/faq.cfm.
Using Library Services
Extensive Library resources, including Library research databases covering a wide variety of subject areas with tens of thousands of full text articles and other materials as well as extensive e-books collections, and services are available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week at www.umuc.edu/library/index.cfm. To find the library link within this course, click on the Resources tab located in the navigation bar at the top, then click on the Library Services link.
The UMUC Library provides research assistance in creating search strategies, selecting relevant databases, and evaluating and citing resources in a variety of formats via its Ask a Librarian service at www.umuc.edu/library/libask/index.cfm, which includes 24/7 chat and e-mail. The Subject Guides area of the library's Web site at www.umuc.edu/library/libresources/subjects.cfm provides a listing of resource guides for each subject area, with each guide containing relevant research databases, Websites, books, and other resources along with technical and citation assistance. A guide to locating scholarly articles and using UMUC's library databases is available at www.umuc.edu/library/libhow/articles.cfm. UMUC Library OneSearch allows users to simultaneously search for scholarly articles, books, and/or other research resources via a single search engine in most of the databases to which the UMUC Library subscribes, either directly or as additional resources (www.umuc.edu/library/index.cfm).
Preparation
To prepare for weekly work in History 125, please be sure to be mindful of readings, assignments, and due dates.  The syllabus, course calendar, and announcements in the "News" area of the course LEO site are all helpful.  However, it is ultimately your responsibility to be diligent in your work in History 125.  It is generally best to get in a routine with regard to the readings, discussion activities, and written assignments.  
Also, if you do have any questions or concerns, please be sure to let me know as soon as possible. I will do everything he can to ensure that you will be successful.  However, I cannot help you if I am not aware that you are in need of assistance.  So, please do not be shy! 
Classroom Management
As a student in History 125, you can expect that your instructor will be active in the course LEO site on a regular basis.  You will notice that I will participate in discussion activities in the form of posting links of interest, responses to students, follow-up questions, and general observations regarding discussion.  You can also expect me to grade discussion activities in a timely manner.  With regard to written assignments, I will provide feedback in the form of comments and corrections and will use a rubric to grade each assignment.  You can expect written assignments to be returned by no later than five days following the due date of the assignment.  If, at any time, you have any questions about a grade, please inform your instructor as soon as possible. 
Preferred Contact Method
Please contact me at drew.mcmurray@faculty.umuc.edu in the event that you have question or concern.  As this email account is linked directly to my phone, I will respond in short order.  
Grading Information

This course consists of the following graded items with the following weighting:
	 Assignment
	Percentage of Grade

	 Discussion Activities (16 * 2%)
	32%

	 Research Project: Topic Selection
	5%

	 Research Project: Annotated Bibliography
	13%

	 Research Project: Midterm Paper
	25%

	 Research Project: Final Paper
	25%


Late Policy - No late work will be accepted without prior approval from the instructor. If extenuating circumstances prevent timely submission of course assignments, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. In the rare event that such contact was impossible, the instructor reserves the right to assess each case individually.
Extra Credit Policy - No extra credit will be offered in this class.
Project Descriptions

These assignments are subject to change by the instructor.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Discussion Participation
For each of the eight weeks of the term, two discussion questions will be posted to the appropriate discussion forums. The questions will be identified as "Question 1" and "Question 2" for each week.  For example, "Week 1/Question 1" would be the title of the discussion area that contains the first discussion prompt for the first week of the term.  Each student is responsible for a thorough, well-reasoned, and substantive initial response to the prompt in each discussion area (for a total of two initial responses each week).  Typically, a thorough, well reasoned, and substantive initial response will consist of at least 300 words of text. Be sure to avoid superficial responses to the prompt. Initial responses are due by the end of the day (11:59 PM EST) on Thursdays.
Students are also responsible for interacting with classmates throughout the discussion period. Responses to classmates should also be substantial and offer additional insights, meaningful questions, and/or tangential topics for further discussion. No fewer than two responses to classmates are required in each discussion area each week (for a total of at least four responses to classmates each week).  Typically, meaningful responses to classmates will consist of at least 100 words of text. Responses to classmates are due by the end of the day (11:59 PM EST) on Sundays. 
The grading rubric for Discussion Participation is located in the Course Resources area of the History 125 course site.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The "Research Project"
In History 125, the term "Research Project" refers to a collection of four distinct assignments that build, one upon another. The first of these is the Topic Selection, due at the end of week two.  Following this, the Annotated Bibliography is due by the end of week three.  The Midterm Paper is due by the end of week four.  The final assignment of the four that comprise the "Research Project" is the Final Paper, which is due by the end of week eight.  Each of the four assignments is described in detail below.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Topic Selection Assignment (Part 1 of the "Research Project.")
By the end of week two of the term, each student will need to identify which technology or technological transformation they would like to study with a concise statement to be posted to the Topic Selection Assignment discussion area. This discussion topic is located in the week two discussion forum.  The statement should include specific reference to the technology or technological transformation to be studied as well is the historical context within which the technology developed or technological transformation took place. As the first half of the course is primarily focused on pre-1700 history and the second half of the course is primarily focused on post-1700 history, pay special attention on which side of this historical divide your technology or technological transformation falls on.  This information will be very important as you complete the Midterm Paper as well as the Final Paper.  Early in week three (or earlier), the instructor will provide feedback regarding this selection. Once an appropriate topic has been selected, students will receive credit for completion of this first part of the "Research Project."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Annotated Bibliography (Part 2 of the "Research Project")
By the end of week three of the term, each student will submit an Annotated Bibliography dealing specifically with their selected technology or technological transformation. The annotated bibliography will include no fewer than six viable academic sources dealing with the selected topic. Please make note of the need to evaluate any web resources that may be used. Click HERE for a handy guide to assist you in doing this.  Please note, inclusion of web resources that do not meet the threshold for inclusion in a collection of academic resources will not be counted toward the required six entries for the assignment. Generally speaking, resources from the UMUC Library database (for history, JSTOR and Academic Search Complete are good places to begin) as well as other "traditional" academic sources in the forum of journal articles and books are the safest routes to ensure that the six sources are considered to meet the threshold for inclusion of academic resources for the "Research Project."  If you have any questions about the viability of any sources, please let me know.
After selecting no fewer than six viable academic sources dealing with the selected topic, you will need to construct bibliographic entries for each in Chicago/Turabaian format.  Please click HERE for a quick reference guide regarding this. After typing the bibliographic entries for each of the selected sources, add a brief paragraph to follow each entry.  This paragraph, or annotation, will include an overview of the contents of the resource, how it is related to your topic, and why the resource is appropriate for use in an academic research project. Each annotation should include at least three well-developed sentences and no annotations should exceed 150 words. 
The Annotated Bibliography is intended to be a beginning point for student research of their topic.  Students should add to their sources as the term progresses.  Additional sources will be used, in conjunction with the original six, to complete the subsequent written assignments.  
Upon completion, the Annotated Bibliography should be uploaded as an MS Word file attachment to the appropriate dropbox located in the "Assignments" tab.  The submission should include a title page and double-spaced text. The dropbox is also available via the week three content area.
The grading rubric for Annotated Bibliography is located in the Course Resources area of the History 125 course site.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Midterm Paper (Part 3 of the "Research Project")
In a 750-1000 word essay drawing on the readings, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of Course Goals 1 & 2:
1. Accurately and effectively communicate ideas, information, arguments, and messages to present material in a historical context.
2. Investigate and evaluate historical information from global, social, and ethical perspectives to guide decision making.  
You will choose two groups (women, laborers, farmers, believers, scientists and scholars, the middle class, the aristocracy, the agrarian poor, artisans, merchants, military people, entrepreneurs, religious authorities, heretics, artists, patients, builders and architects, physicians, musicians, entrepreneurs, etc.) and trace how technology or technological transformations had an impact on their lives, society, and/or culture, as well as the possible changes in how these groups viewed the world or the universe prior to 1700.  If the technology or technological transformation you selected as your topic (in week two) occurred prior to 1700, this is where you will utilize the information you have already gathered.  If your topic of interest occurred after 1700, you will need to use this essay to "set the stage" for the technology or technological transformation that has been the focus of your research to this point.  You will do this from drawing from the course readings as well as any other external sources (each must be properly cited) that prove helpful.
Begin your essay with an introductory paragraph and working thesis statement (the final sentence of the introductory paragraph) and be sure to end the essay with a concluding paragraph. The body of the essay should include information related to how the technology or technological transformation you selected in week two impacted the two groups selected or, if your technology/technological transformation occurred after 1700, how these two groups were impacted (or not) by general technologies/technological transformations leading up to 1700. Be sure to integrate the resources from your annotated bibliography into your essay (use either footnotes or endnotes).   
By the end of week four of the term, the Midterm Paper should be uploaded as an MS Word file attachment to the appropriate dropbox located in the "Assignments" tab.  The submission should include a title page, bibliography, and double-spaced text. The dropbox is also available via the week four content area.
The grading rubric for Midterm Paper is located in the Course Resources area of the History 125 course site.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Final Exam Paper (Part 4 of the "Research Project")
After revising your Midterm according to the feedback you receive, you will add an additional 750-1000 word essay to it. This second 750-1000 word essay will draw on the readings and will address one of two things (see below). This cumulative essay will allow you to demonstrate your mastery of Course Goals 1 & 2:
1. Accurately and effectively communicate ideas, information, arguments, and messages to present material in a historical context.
2. Investigate and evaluate historical information from global, social, and ethical perspectives to guide decision making.  
In total, this essay will be 1,500 words long, but do not panic! You will have already have written the first half of the essay. You are simply revising and adding to it in order to improve your writing and critical thinking skills. The inclusion of the Midterm Paper with the Final Paper as a single cohesive essay will provide you will a fascinating analysis of your two chosen groups as you trace the technological transformations in their lives and the changes in how they see the universe. Again these groups are any number of people: women, laborers, farmers, believers, scientists and scholars, the middle class, the aristocracy, the agrarian poor, artisans, merchants, military people, entrepreneurs, religious authorities, heretics, artists, patients, builders and architects, physicians, musicians, entrepreneurs, etc. The groups studied to complete this essay will need to be the same as the groups studied in the previous essay.
To complete the Final Paper, you will continue your study of the two groups you selected earlier and trace how technology or technological transformations had an impact on their lives, society, and/or culture, as well as the possible changes in how these groups viewed the world or the universe after 1700.  If the technology or technological transformation you selected as your topic (in week two) occurred after 1700, this is where you will utilize the information you have already gathered.  If your topic of interest occurred prior to 1700, you will need to use this essay to continue your analysis of how technology/technological transformations continued to impact the two groups you selected in week four.  You will do this from drawing from the course readings as well as any other external sources (each must be properly cited) that prove helpful.
Begin your essay with an introductory paragraph and working thesis statement (the final sentence of the introductory paragraph-your thesis may be a bit different from that in week four) and be sure to end the essay with a concluding paragraph. The body of the essay should include information related to how the technology or technological transformation you selected in week two impacted the two groups selected or, if your technology/technological transformation occurred before 1700, how technology/technological transformations continued to impact the two groups you selected. Be sure to integrate the resources from your annotated bibliography into your essay (use either footnotes or endnotes).   
By the end of week eight of the term, the Final Paper should be uploaded as an MS Word file attachment to the appropriate dropbox located in the "Assignments" tab.  The submission should include a title page, bibliography, and double-spaced text. The dropbox is also available via the week eight content area.
The grading rubric for Final Paper is located in the Course Resources area of the History 125 course site.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Academic Policies

Academic Policies and Guidelines
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
As a member of the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) academic community that honors integrity and respect for others you are expected to maintain a high level of personal integrity in your academic work at all times.  Your work should be original and must not be reused in other courses.
CLASSROOM CIVILITY
Students are expected to work together cooperatively, and treat fellow students and faculty with respect, showing professionalism and courtesy in all interactions.  Please review the Code of Civility for more guidance on interacting in UMUC classrooms: https://www.umuc.edu/students/support/studentlife/conduct/code.cfm.
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
UMUC is committed to ensuring that all individuals are treated equally according to Policy 040.30 Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity, and Sexual Harassment. 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations in a course are encouraged to contact the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS) at accessibilityservices@umuc.edu, or call 800-888-UMUC (8682) or 240-684-2287.
The following academic policies and procedures apply to this course and your studies at UMUC.
	150.25
	Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism – UMUC defines academic dishonesty as the failure to maintain academic integrity.  All charges of academic dishonesty will be brought in accordance with this Policy.
Note: Your instructor may use Turnitin.com, an educational tool that helps identify and prevent plagiarism from Internet resources, by requiring you to submit assignments electronically.   To learn more about the tool and options regarding the storage of your assignment in the Turnitin database go to: https://www.umuc.edu/library/libresources/turnitin.cfm.

	151.00
	Code of Student Conduct

	170.40
170.41
170.42
	The following policies describe the requirements for the award of each degree: 
Degree Completion Requirements for the Graduate School
Degree Completion Requirements for a Bachelor’s Degree
Degree Completion Requirements for an Associate’s Degree

	170.71
	Policy on Grade of Incomplete - The grade of I is exceptional and only considered for students who have completed 60% of their coursework with a grade of B or better for graduate courses or C or better for undergraduate courses and request an I before the end of the term.

	170.72
	Course Withdrawal Policy - Students must follow drop and withdrawal procedures and deadlines available at https://www.umuc.edu/ under Academic Calendar.

	130.80
	Procedures for Review of Alleged Arbitrary and Capricious Grading – appeals may be made on final course grades as described herein.

	205.06
	Calculation Of Grade-Point Average (GPA) for Inclusion on Transcripts and Transcript Requests – Note: Undergraduate and Graduate Schools have different Grading Policies (i.e. The Graduate School does not award the grade of D).  See Course Syllabus for Grading Policies. 


GRADING
According to UMUC’s grading policy, the following marks are used:
	 
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	A
	 90-100
	 90-100

	B
	 80-89
	 80-89

	C
	 70-79
	 70-79*

	D
	 60-69
	 N/A**

	F
	 59 or below
	 69 or below

	FN
	 Failure-Non attendance
	 Failure-Non attendance

	G
	 Grade Pending
	 Grade Pending

	P
	 Passing
	 Passing

	S
	 Satisfactory
	 Satisfactory

	U
	 Unsatisfactory
	 Unsatisfactory

	I
	 Incomplete
	 Incomplete

	AU
	 Audit
	 Audit

	W
	 Withdrew
	 Withdrew


* The grade of "B" represents the benchmark for The Graduate School. Students must maintain a Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher. Classes where final grade of C or F places a student on Academic Probation must be repeated.
** The Graduate School does not award the grade of D.
COURSE EVALUATION SURVEY
UMUC values its students' feedback. You will be asked to complete an online evaluation toward the end of the term. The primary purpose of this evaluation process is to assess the effectiveness of classroom instruction in order to provide the best learning experience possible and make continuous improvements to every class. Responses are kept confidential. Please take full advantage of this opportunity to provide your feedback.
LIBRARY SUPPORT
Extensive library resources and services are available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week at https://www.umuc.edu/library/index.cfm to support you in your studies.  The UMUC Library provides research assistance in creating search strategies, selecting relevant databases, and evaluating and citing resources in a variety of formats via its Ask a Librarian service at https://www.umuc.edu/library/libask/index.cfm.
LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM SUPPORT
To successfully navigate the online classroom new students are encouraged to view the Classroom Walkthrough under Help in the upper right menu of the LEO classroom.  Those requiring technical assistance can access Help@UMUC Support directly in LEO under the Help menu.  Additional technical support is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week via self-help and live chat at https://www.umuc.edu/help or by phone toll-free at 888-360-UMUC (8682).
SYLLABUS CHANGES
All items on this syllabus are subject to change at the discretion of the Instructor and the Office of Academic Affairs.
Class & Assignment Schedule

Students can access their complete list of assignments and their corresponding due dates within the Assignments section of the classroom by navigating to the Assignments section of the class from the main navigation bar. Follow the link below, and then click Assignments, for a video demonstration on how to utilize this feature.
Classroom Walkthrough Videos Link
Students also have access to a calendar tool on the course homepage within the classroom.
	Week
	Topics & Assignments
	Due Date

	1
5/22-5/28
	Topics: Historiography of Technology, Science in Ancient Greece & Rome
Read: Week 1 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 1 Discussion (two topics)
Begin Work on Research Project: Topic Selection
	Sunday, 5/28 at 11:59 pm EST*

	2
5/29-6/4
	Topics: Science & Technology in Medieval Europe, the University
Read: Week 2 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 2 Discussion (two topics)
Begin Work on Annotated Bibliography
Complete/Submit Research Project: Topic Selection
	Sunday, 6/4 at 11:59 pm EST*

	3
6/5-6/11
	Topics: Printing Press, Ptolemy, Mathematics
Read: Week 3 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 3 Discussion (two topics)
Complete/Submit Annotated Bibliography
	Sunday, 6/11 at 11:59 pm EST*

	4
6/12-6/18
	Topics: Science & the European Renaissance, Galileo, Newton, Astronomy
Read: Week 4 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 4 Discussion (two topics)
Complete/Submit Midterm Paper
	Sunday, 6/18 at 11:59 pm EST*

	5
6/19-6/25
	Topics: Industrial Revolution, Public Health, Impact of Urbanization
Read: Week 5 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 5 Discussion (two topics)
	Sunday, 6/25 at 11:59 pm EST*

	6
6/26-7/2
	Topics: Ethical Dilemmas of Science, Darwin, Eugenics
Read: Week 6 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 6 Discussion (two topics)
Review/Revise Midterm Paper
Begin Work on Final Paper
	Sunday, 7/2 at 11:59 pm EST*

	7
7/3-7/9
	Topics: Physics & Einstein, Edison, Tesla, Technology in the Home
Read: Week 7 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 7 Discussion (two topics)
Continue Work on Final Paper
	Sunday, 7/9 at 11:59 pm EST*

	8
7/10-7/16
	Topics: Computer Revolution, IBM, Idea of Technological Progress
Read: Week 8 Learning Resources
Do: Participate in Week 8 Discussion (two topics), Submit Final Paper
Complete/Submit Final Paper
	Sunday, 7/16 at 11:59 pm EST*


*Initial posts to discussion are due by the end of the day on Thursdays of each week.  Responses to classmates' posts are due by the end of the day on Sundays. 
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