
FOUR-PAGE PAPER ASSIGNMENT

	Digital history is an emerging trend within the historical profession that seeks to present an enormity of data from the past in an easily accessible and interaction platform for the twenty-first century. American Panorama is one recent example of this methodology, one that combines historical maps with other primary sources to present a series of historical problems. For this assignment, you will use the “Canals” maps and writing a four-page paper that responds directly to the respective prompt below. Your paper should contain an argumentative thesis statement that answers the assignment question. Please bear in mind that there is not a single answer to the questions. While everyone may choose similar primary sources (given the data available on the website), all papers should have their own overarching contention that you develop throughout the body of the essay. Each body paragraph should begin with an argumentative topic sentence that states a claim for the paragraph (similar to what you do in a primary document analysis) and should contain evidence and analysis of information from lectures and American Panorama.

Canals Prompt
How did the expansion of canals in antebellum America affect the U.S. economy in the antebellum period? To successfully address the prompt, you must contextualize five canals—including their geographic local, major product shipments, and how commodity shipments changed over time—available on the map within the wider history of the transportation revolution at the beginning of the nineteenth century. You may want to consider the following issues when crafting your response: 
· Interrelationship between economics and geography 
· Most popularly transported materials and how those rates changed over time 
· Regional economies 
· Henry Clay’s “American System” 

To ensure equity among all students, your submissions must adhere to the following format, which is also laid out in the Writing Rubric, available under “Assignments” on Blackboard. All papers must be typed in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, contain one inch margins all around the page (if the default function of your word processing program is NOT one inch on the top, bottom, left, and right you must change it to avoid losing formatting points), present a single spaced heading (similar in style to the one at the top of this assignment sheet) that contains only the following three elements: 1. Name 2. HIST 104A 3. Assignment due date. You should place your title in the same location as where you see “FOUR PAGE PAPER ASSIGNMENT” above. Please double space the body of your essay. Papers failing to follow these guidelines, including proper footnoting will lose points based on how many items students ignore (see Writing Rubric).





[bookmark: _GoBack]Citations for this paper, including any directly quoted OR paraphrased information, should utilize Chicago-style footnotes. Below you will find examples of footnotes for this paper that include (1) the first time you reference a map,[footnoteRef:1] (2) the rest of the times you cite a source in the remainder of the paper,[footnoteRef:2] and (3) lecture material.[footnoteRef:3] You are only to use lecture material and American Panorama for this paper. NO OUTSIDE SOURCES PLEASE.  [1:  “Patrick Breen Diary,” November 20, 1846, American Panorama: An Atlas of United States History, Digital Scholarship Lab, accessed August 10, 2016, http://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/overlandtrails/#loc=5/-5.200/0.330&date=11/20/1846&diarist=145. DO NOT FORGET THE PERIOD. It is up to you whether you want to remove the hyperlink from the footnote. 
OR
“Wheat Barrels,” Erie Canal, 1849, American Panorama: An Atlas of United States History, Digital Scholarship Lab, accessed August 10, 2016, http://dsl.richmond.edu/panorama/canals/#canal=22&year=1849&loc=6/-1.500/15.000&commodity=252. DO NOT FORGET THE PERIOD. ]  [2:  “Breen Diary,” November 22, 1846, American Panorama. OR “Wheat,” Erie Canal, 1849, American Panorama.]  [3:  “Religious Awakenings,” Lecture 9/22/16. Note that I have given a hypothetical example of a lecture outside of the parameters of this paper. If you are going to cite lecture content, please date the citation appropriately. ] 

