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Introduction

Syria is one of the world nations that is currently undergoing heinous acts of genocide leading to huge life concerns. The Syrian conflict has shown no sign of ending after more than four years of deadly fighting. With each passing day, the civil war has become more systematic, vehement, widespread and extreme across the nation. The conflict has become more obstinate and a major threat to the peace and stability of not only Syria but also the entire Middle East. For instance, neighboring countries such as Iraq, Turkey and Lebanon have encountered security risks as a result of the ongoing conflict in Syria (Arslanian, 2014). Many Syrians have greatly suffered due to the instability that encompassed the country. The progress of the nation has halted since there are no development activities taking place. Instead, destruction has become a norm in what used to be an auspicious nation. Thesis statement: The Syrian War has resulted in many deaths, suffering and trauma hence there is the need to come up with resolute conflict resolution measures to end the acts of genocide. 

Assessment of the Syrian Genocide

The Syrian War started after protests were leveled against the incumbent government of Assad. The protests that were initiated in Syria were inspired by the Arab Spring revolutions that took place in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. The Syrians were inspired to plan peaceful demonstrations in the streets against the regime of Assad, which was alleged to lack political development. The Syrian government offered an instance response by torturing, shooting and killing the citizens involved in the demonstrations. With time, the situation intensified into a civil war. The civil war in Syria has made the nation be divided into a zone that is occupied by the government and that of rebel troops and Islamic terrorists. The government has been a key engineer in the acts of genocide by killing innocent civilians who it terms as rebels. One of the major responsibilities of the government is to provide security to its citizens. However, the Syrian government has been doing the complete opposite by killing its citizens recklessly resulting in mass trauma. 

The acts of genocide in Syria has led to the loss of thousands of people. By the end of 2015, the number of Syrian citizens who were approximated to have been killed during the war was close to 250,000 (Greig & Meernik, 2015). This is a worrying number of people; hence, it’s the high time a conflict resolution plan is established to safeguard the interests of the people of Syria. As a result of the shock and trauma related to the killings, thousands have fled the nation leading to another crisis of refugees. The civil war has made the refugees easy targets for violence hence making them vulnerable to attacks. Due to the lack of security, refugees are easily attacked in their localities and killed (MacFarlane, n.d.). Providing adequate security to the refugees will help them ease the emotional torture that they are undergoing. 

Before the escalation of the civil war in Syria, the number of citizens crossing the Turkish border was around 400 people (Chapman, 2014). The Turkish president said that they were ready for the worst-case situation as a result of the increasing concerns regarding the increasing influx of refugees into the nation. Turkey had also set up various camps in order to accommodate the Syrians entering the country. With the continuous entrance of refugees into the neighboring countries such as Turkey, the situation at the boarders deteriorated, with towns becoming increasingly isolated.

According to the United Nations, the Syrian War is the source of more displacement compared to any other war in the world. With each passing day, the number of the displaced individuals by the war keep escalating. The Assad regime of Syria continues to bomb innocent civilians as well as areas in which they reside. The government engages in the use of barrel bombs, which is a violation of the international law. According to a report that was published by Independent International Commission of Inquiry of the United Nations, the war in Syria depicts crimes against humanity and includes murder, extrajudicial torture and killings as well as a gross violation of other human rights such as sexual harassment and unlawful killings (Arslanian, 2014). Opposition groups in Syria remain deeply divided and have also carried out grave atrocities. Genocide in Syria took a dangerous dimension in 2015 after the Syrian Regime engaged in the use of chemical weapons to attack the civilians. 

Even though the Syrian government is culpable for the crimes against humanity that has led to scores of deaths and mass suffering, the spread of Islamist group ISIS has also contributed significantly to the genocide (Deirki, 2015). Thousands of people have been estimated to have been killed by the ISIS often in mass executions. The group is also responsible for taking hundreds of women as sex slaves and exploit them amid of the conflicts. Individuals who have been taken hostage suffer from trauma as a result of the encounters that they face. They are often denied basic human needs such as food and water hence live in deprived conditions. There are situations in which thousands have been reported to have died from starvation. Syrians also suffer from trauma as they witness the killing of their close relatives, family members and friends among other people. Despite the continued killings, they are in no position to prevent the atrocities. 

A robust conflict resolution plan will ensure that the war comes, and end and peace are restored in Syria. One of the ways in which the war can be resolved is through the use of the court system. Solving conflicts by following the jurisdiction of the court could be crucial in solving the conflict in Syria. The Syrian authority needs to operate within the international law and normative framework. Under the international law, leaders will be held accountable when they partake in crimes against humanity. There is a Hague-based International Court that ensures that justice is served to the victims of crimes against humanity. The mediation team in Syria needs to emphasize the need to follow the set framework by the International Criminal Court. Therefore, individuals who violate these laws will be taken through the legal process of the international court. When such a framework is established in Syria, there is the likelihood that peace will be restored. There are nations that had engaged in long, turbulent times of conflict such as the Democratic Republic of Congo but resolved their conflicts through filing lawsuits in the International Court.

Principled negotiation is also another way in which the genocide can be brought to an end. Various attempts have been made to solve the unending crisis by the United Nations Security Council and nations such as Russia and China. The UN Security Council drafted a resolution that was aimed at holding the government of Syria accountable for the crimes against humanity. The United Nation maintains that the government of a nation is responsible for upholding peace and stability in the country. For peace to be restored in Syria, there is the need to engage in negotiations with all the affected parties in order to reach a peaceful agreement.

The negotiating parties should also ensure that they keep power and issues proportional. Making excessive promises, intimidations or appeals may weaken the credibility of the authority. It might also be met by resentment from the rebel group. Irrespective of the promises that are made during the negotiation process, they need to be kept in accordance with the demands. There should also be the show of commitment from both sides of negotiators. Attention regarding how both parties perceive the will of the other will be vital to the conflict resolution process. There is the need to indicate a show of commitment so that the issue can be handled in the appropriate way. The team supporting the Bashar al-Assad’s regime and that of the rebel group should both be committed to credibility.

Another way in which the Syrian genocide can be mitigated is through mediations. The Syrian War requires mediators who have made credible preparation to face the reconciliation process. They need to find out the cause of the conflict and formulate the procedure in which the mediation process will take place. Preparation in the Syrian crisis will allow the mediators to effectively monitor the peace-making process and assist the involved parties to reach an agreement. One of the ways in which mediators could resolve conflict in Syria is proposing a power-sharing deal. In this way, both parties will be involved in the decision-making process of the nation. When the rebels agree to be incorporated into the government, they will be able to have a say in the actions that are taken by the government. Therefore, there will be no instances of dissatisfaction from either party by making mutual decisions. Power-sharing deal is appropriate since it has worked in many countries that had been encompassed with violence. It ensures that the interests of all individuals are considered hence there will be no monopolistic decisions being made.

Conclusion

Syria was one of the fast-growing nations before the conflicts erupted in 2011. It is endowed with resources that it can export hence generate revenue to bolster its economic growth. However, the conflicts that have been there ever since have crippled the progress of the country. Citizens have fled to the neighboring nations as well as others being internally displaced in the nation. The genocide acts have resulted in the brutal killing of thousands of people. There is the need to ensure that these crimes against humanity have been brought to an end to promote a peaceful Syria. It is time to restore peace and security in Syria by following peace resolution processes such as negotiation, mediation, court intervention as well as military intervention. The Security Council is obliged to formulate the reforms that will help end the crisis. It needs to facilitate issues that relate to humanitarian access, ending impunity and negotiating a political solution that will bring lasting peace to Syria.
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