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Future Career
I would like to be an elementary school teacher. Preferably, I would like to teach 1st grade students. I also would prefer teaching in a public school. I feel that this is a good fit for me because I love young children. I am also able to interact very well with them. For this reason, I feel that I will make a good 1st grade teacher. Teaching in a public school is also a good fit for me since I aspire to influence the lives of children positively (Ertmer & Newby, 2013). My major concern is for the vulnerable and disadvantaged students. They include homeless children, students from low-income families, racially segregated, and those with disability. I feel that I will be in a better position to cater for the education needs of such students in a public school. The reason behind this is that public schools tend to be less discriminatory to the vulnerable and disadvantaged students compared to private schools (Hall, Quinn & Gollnick, 2014). Public schools also tend to receive funding from the government (Merritt et al., 2012). As a result, learning is rarely interrupted in such institutions. Teaching 1st grade students in a public school will in this case help me provide a rich and meaningful educational experience as well as promote early childhood education and development for student who are vulnerable and disadvantaged.
Professional Philosophy
I hold the constructivism theoretical perspective on teaching and learning. Constructivism is an educational theory that is based on scientific study and observation. It is of the opinion that learners must create their own personal understanding and knowledge of the environment they are in and the world at large through experiences and reflection of those experiences (Ertmer & Newby, 2013). When an individual encounters something new, they have to reconcile it with their past experiences and ideas. Subsequently, they are in a position to believe the new information taught to them or discard it as irrelevant. This theoretical perspective is aimed at making teaching and learning interactive. Students are encouraged to constantly assess how classroom activities are helping them better grasp the concepts being taught (Hall, Quinn & Gollnick, 2014). The teacher poses a number of questions and problems to the students and later guides them to getting their own answers.
The main purpose of education is to empower the society. Education teaches young students to think. They are able to make sense of the world around them. It also helps them to gain knowledge through learning how to read, write, and perform arithmetic. Education also helps individuals to become productive members of the society by providing them with skills (Schack et al., 2013). Persons who lack the opportunity to access quality education are often disadvantaged. They tend to remain poor since they lack the skills to engage in productive activities within the societies that they live in.
In order to understand how students learn, it is worth noting that learners are not a clean slate up on which ideas are bombarded. The fact of the matter is that students come to class with their own set of preconceived ideas, knowledge, and understanding. As a teacher, your responsibility is to use their past knowledge as the raw material for the new teachings you seek to introduce to them (Merritt et al., 2012). Students learn through brainstorming. After assessing the new knowledge taught to them, they can either consider it as irrelevant and discard it or consider it sensible and retain it. As an elementary teacher, I will introduce concepts to my students and allow them room to experiment (Schack et al., 2013). I will also encourage the asking of questions in my class. I will also encourage students to attempt things that do not work. This will ensure that my students are actively involved in their own learning.
In order to be an elementary school teacher, I will need to have completed my Bachelor’s degree program in Child Development. I will also be required to undergo a teacher preparation program. Thereafter, a state or national teaching certification will be necessary. After beginning my career as an elementary teacher, professional development will be necessarily (Ertmer & Newby, 2013). I look forward to pursuing a Master of Science in Educational Theory and Practice degree in the future. I believe that the course will make me a better educator. I will be in a position to come up with better teaching methods that will enhance learning. By so doing I will be able to provide better education for my students.
Standards in my Field
There are a number of professional standards that guide elementary teachers. One of these standards is employing a liberal education. This requires one to respect diversity, uphold the rights and responsibilities of students, show respect for communality, communicate in an effective manner, and value education. The standard is important to my professional philosophy of education since it will help me respect all the education stakeholders. These range from students, colleagues, parents, and other members of the society (Schack et al., 2013). This helps create an environment that is conducive for learning. Valuing education will also motivate students to learn.
Another standard that guides elementary teachers is engaging and responding to students. They are required to respect, care, and communicate with students under their care. Multiple teaching strategies should also be employed. This is important in order to meet the diverse needs of the students. The standard also requires one to motivate and engage students (Merritt et al., 2012). It is important to my professional philosophy of education since it enhances learning. As a teacher, I am required to engage my students in order to assess their learning needs.
Growing professionally is another standard in teaching elementary school. To begin with, one should be able to meet all the responsibilities of a teacher, come up with a teaching philosophy, create good working relations, and teach in a responsible manner. One should also always strive to better their teaching knowledge and skills (Ertmer & Newby, 2013). The standard is important to my professional philosophy of education since it encourages professional development.
Engaging guardians and members of the community is another professional standard for elementary teachers. It encourages members of the profession to safeguard the welfare of students, engage parents and caregivers, advocate for the rights and needs of the children, and use community to enhance teaching (Merritt et al., 2012). The standard is important to my professional philosophy of education since it promotes learning by encouraging partnership between teachers, parents, and the community at large to educate students.
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