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Minors who commit crimes should be tried as adults 
Murderers, rapists, robbers and serial killers are being released from our jails each and every day after serving a shorter jail term and lenient sentences. Have you ever asked yourselves who are these criminals are? And what really makes them so special than other adult criminals? These criminals are basically juvenile criminals who engage and commit adult criminal offenses and being that they are juvenile, they are given shorter and lenient jail terms (Bishop, 2000). The fact that they are juvenile, the courts and juvenile rights protects these criminal juveniles and are given very lenient and shorter jail term since the courts and judges believe that these juveniles should be given second chances, they continue to roam our streets as free and living within a normal life in our neighborhoods and continue to commit more crimes. Imagine a juvenile kills your brother or yours sister, or even your son or daughter in the streets of Chicago, the next morning the juvenile is tried in the juvenile courts and found guilty, he is given a one year jail term and the next year he is released and becomes a free man but your brother or your sister or son or even daughter is no more, what feeling will you really have when you see this criminal walking scot-free just because he is a juvenile? A criminal offense should be subjected to the same level of punishment regardless of who commits the crime. 
Many at times minors engage in adult offenses like murder, rape, robbery with violence, serial killing and terrorism but in most cases they are granted very lenient forms of punishment just because they are juveniles. The problem of whether minors who commit adult offense and crimes should be tried just as adult has brought a lot of controversy for many years in the history of our court systems. Some people argue that minors who commit adult crimes should be tried as adult and subjected to the same level of punishment just like adult criminals (Bishop, 2000). Other people argue that courts should stop trying these minors as adults and subject them to the juvenile trial systems and grant them punishment which is in line with juvenile rights. I believe a crime is crime regardless of who commits the crime. A juvenile who has the guts to kill a fellow being should be subjected to the same level of punishment an adult who has the same guts of killing a fellow being is subjected to. In this case therefore minors who commit crimes should be held accountable for their wrongful actions and should be given even more thorough form of punishment than an adult. The issue of whether minors should be subjected to the same level of punishment as adults emerges from different arguments that basically examine the problems and factors that motivate minors into committing crimes (Chesney-Lind & Shelden, 2013). These factors therefore are the problems that need to be addressed. The problems arise from family such as inappropriate upbringing, societal labeling and gang influence. 
Assessment of whether minors who commit crimes should be subjected to the same level of punishments requires examination of the driving factors into criminal activities. The first driving factor is inappropriate family upbringing problem. It is imperative to note that family plays an important role in the lives of children; it is the primary socialization agency for the children. Children usually learn basic concepts regarding good and bad conducts from their families. Family has the power to shape or ruin the behavior of the children (Chesney-Lind & Shelden, 2013). Parents and siblings have the role of shaping the behavior of the children and in situation where minors show delinquent behaviors, it shows that their families failed to provide a good and firm foundation for the children. When elder siblings and parents engage and commit crimes, children within that family are motivated to engage in the same delinquent behavior of the parent. The major reason for minor delinquent behaviors is economic problems within the family since children who are brought up from poor economic status are more easily lured to engage in criminal offenses such as robbery. Other reasons are social problems within the family such as child labor, gender discrimination and racial discrimination. 
Another problem that drives minors into committing adult crimes is the gang influence which is basically a peer group influence. Peer group influence generally has a strong driving force that can result into children engaging into delinquent behaviors. When peers engage into criminal activities, their friends are motivated and attracted into such crimes without getting to understand the consequences underlying the criminal activity. Similarly children also engage in criminal activities or delinquent behaviors if they are not subjected to similar resources as their friends. More importantly adolescents are more attracted and easily lured in gang groups which belong to their age groups as they think it makes them powerful and it is proper to be part of such groups (Nisar, Ullah, Ali & Alam, 2015). These gang groups are usually linked to serious criminal activities which are committed by juvenile. 
The third Problem is the societal labeling on children. Despite the fact that society has the power to change the delinquent behavior of youths, society as well can impact unconstructively on the character of the child. Societal labeling can ruin the personality of the child more so if the child is labeled a criminal at a tender age (Haveripeth, 2013). The child therefore grows up with the notion of being a criminal according to the label bestowed on him by the society in the very first instance. Such labeling will trigger the frequency of the child committing such criminal activities. The child will no longer feel embarrassed in committing serious criminal activities such as robbery with violence and murder.  
In conclusion, minors engage in criminal activities due to many reasons. Inappropriate family upbringing which is one of the major reasons why minors engage in crimes should be addressed. Elder siblings and parents should be able to show and teach the children positive values, standards and societal norms. This will enable the children to grow up with the right behaviors.  Since peer influence have a string force of influencing delinquent behaviors in children, parents should be able to monitor the kind of friends and groups that their children associate with (Haveripeth, 2013). Similarly Society should be able to correct the wrong doing in children rather than labeling children with titles which motivates the children into engaging in criminal activities. Thorough evaluation of the factors that influences and motivates minors into engaging in criminal activities is necessary. In general all criminal offenses committed by minors should be treated under the same level of seriousness that is sufficient to provide justice to the victims of the crimes committed by these minors. Providing lesser sentence to heinous acts committed by juveniles does not show justice to the victims but rather encourages juveniles to continue committing such crimes (Nisar, Ullah, Ali & Alam, 2015). Treating any form of crime committed by juveniles the same way as crimes committed by adults and granting same level of harsh punishment discourages delinquent behaviors among juveniles. 
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