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Victims of CSA: I Forgave My Perpetrator

Dear		:

I am a graduate learner in the Doctorate Educational Leadership in Behavioral Health program under the guidance of my Chair at Grand Canyon University. You were chosen to be a part of a expert panel review to ensure the validity of interview questions that will be used as part of a dissertation study about female perceptions of their experience of childhood sexual abuse by a family member and how implementing or not implementing forgiveness as a coping skill has impacted their relationship towards their perpetrator.
Please review the questions listed below, and make an analysis for potential errors in measuring the personal or institutional factors that may be related to female survivors or sexual abuse from a family member. Adjustments will be made that are based on your observations and recommendations. Your experience as an expert in the field of Psychology, Behavioral Health, Trauma, Counseling and Therapy and will add value and expertise to my study. Please remember to place a small paragraph at the end of the review  to tell about your expertise and credentials that qualifies you to review the questions. 



Survey/Interview Validation Rubric for Expert Panel - VREP©
By Marilyn K. Simon with input from Jacquelyn White

Please review the interview questions for the research study on how females perceive their experience of childhood sexual abuse from a family member and how implementing or not implementing forgiveness as a coping skill has impacted their relationship towards their perpetrator.
	Criteria
	Operational Definitions
	Score
1=Not Acceptable (major modifications needed)
2=Below Expectations (some modifications needed)
3=Meets Expectations (no modifications needed but could be improved with minor changes)
4=Exceeds Expectations (no modifications needed)
	Questions NOT meeting standard
(List question and number) that needs to be revised.
Please make comments and suggestions section to recommend revisions.

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Clarity
	· The questions are direct and specific. 
· Only one question is asked at a time.
· The participants can understand what is being asked.
· There are no double-barreled questions (two questions in one).
	
	
	
	
	

	Wordiness
	· Questions are concise.
· There are no unnecessary words
	
	
	
	
	

	Negative Wording
	· Questions are asked using the affirmative (e.g., Instead of asking, “Which methods are not used?”, the researcher asks, “Which methods are used?”)
	
	
	
	
	

	Overlapping Responses
	· No response covers more than one choice. 
· All possibilities are considered.
· There are no ambiguous questions.
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance
	· The questions are unbiased and do not lead the participants to a response. The questions are asked using a neutral tone.
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of Jargon
	· The terms used are understandable by the target population.
· There are no clichés or hyperbole in the wording of the questions.
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriateness of Responses Listed
	· The choices listed allow participants to respond appropriately. 
· The responses apply to all situations or offer a way for those to respond with unique situations.
	
	
	
	
	

	Use of Technical Language
	· The use of technical language is minimal and appropriate.
· All acronyms are defined.
	
	
	
	
	

	Application to Praxis
	· The questions asked relate to the daily practices or expertise of the potential participants.
	
	
	
	
	

	Relationship to Problem
	· The questions are sufficient to resolve the problem in the study
· The questions are sufficient to answer the research questions.
· The questions are sufficient to obtain the purpose of the study. 
	
	
	
	
	



Permission to use this survey, and include in the dissertation manuscript was granted by the author, Marilyn K. Simon, and Jacquelyn White.  All rights are reserved by the authors. Any other use or reproduction of this material is prohibited.


Expert Validation Credentials & Experience
	Please place your credentials and experience in this box to validate your ability to critique the research questions regarding female survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 



Appendix D
Research Questions Mapped with Interview Questions
	RQ1: How do females perceive their lived experience CSA from a family member?

RQ2:  How has implementing forgiveness as a coping skill affected your relationship towards your perpetrator?

	
RQ1.1:  What has been your experience as a victim of CSA from a family member? 







	
  IQ.1:  What do you remember about your experience of childhood                sexual abuse and how old were you when it began?

IQ.2:  How do you feel about the family member who sexually abused you?

IQ.3:  Is there any particular time period during the sexual abuse that impacted you the most and why?

IQ.4:  What have been some present challenges as an adult that stems from the CSA in regards to your relationship with others and your perpetrator?


IQ.5: When did you consider yourself to be healed from the sexual abuse?

	
RQ2.1: How has implementing forgiveness as a coping skill affected your relationship towards your perpetrator?
	IQ.1:  What has been your decision in regards to implementing forgiveness towards your perpetrator?
  
  IQ 2: What components of forgiveness has been the most beneficial to use as a coping skill. 

IQ.3:  What is your relationship like with your perpetrator since being the victim of CSA?

IQ.4: Has implementing forgiveness been an effective strategy for you, relationships with others, and the perpetrator?

IQ.5: What do you understand the definition of forgiveness to be that affected your decision to forgive your perpetrator?

IQ.6: What does forgiveness mean to you?

IQ.7: Is there anything that we have not discussed, that might provide further insight regarding the sexual abuse, your decision to forgive, or the impact it had on the relationship towards your perpetrator?
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