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RESEARCH PAPER INSTRUCTIONS

The purpose of the research paper is to answer a research question (RQ) focused on conflict communication by integrating information from peer-reviewed scholarly sources.  It is best to organize the paper by topic, not article-by-article.  Group articles about similar concepts together so that articles relate to each other and paragraphs are unified. (If you are familiar with literature reviews, you can think of this as a standard literature review of research about your research question.)
You’ll answer the research question by using 5 scholarly research
articles for your individual section of the paper, either chosen from the reference list that you submitted earlier or articles that you’ve discovered more recently. (Don't forget to correct the format of references you turned in earlier and/or to add new references if you have used them.)
When discussing the research, you should briefly describe purposes, methods, results and implications of studies, the same information you included in your annotated bibliography. Do not include hypotheses; you can mention specifics of hypotheses that were confirmed when you present the results and implications. You should not use more than 5-10 sentences for any one study because you’re trying to present an overview of the total research answering your question.  You don’t necessarily need to understand all the technical details, but you should be able to understand the purpose, conclusion, and discussion of each article.  You may have difficulty understanding the details of the methods or results; if you need help, ask!  The discussion of each article should end with a statement about how it answers your research question.
You need a reference page.   (Don't forget to correct the references you turned in earlier and/or to add new references if you have used them.)  Every reference listed in the text of the
paper should appear in the reference list, and vice versa. In the reference list, include
ONLY the sources you actually used in the text of the paper.  The total sources must number
5 or more different sources times the number of members in your group.  So if your group has 5 members, your paper should have a total of 25 different sources.
Your individual part of the paper should USE  5 articles from peer-reviewed academic journals or scholarly book chapters or conference papers. The paper should be 3-5 pages long using 10-12 point font, double spacing, and one-inch margins and should have a reference list of 5 articles or scholarly book chapters. The paper should conform to 6th ed. APA documentation style. The paper should be written as a whole, WITHOUT SUBHEADS; the parts should be indicated by transitions and internal summaries.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ADHERING TO THE COLLEGE STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM.  REMEMBER TO GIVE CREDIT WITH IN-TEXT CITATIONS FOR IDEAS AS WELL AS TO GIVE CREDIT USING BOTH QUOTATION MARKS AND IN-TEXT CITATIONS WITH PAGE NUMBERS FOR DIRECT QUOTATIONS.      
However, APA suggests that direct quotations should be avoided in a research paper and should never be used to present new ideas.  Quotations should never begin or end a paragraph.  They should be used sparingly (a good guideline is no more than 5 total quotations for the group paper) to provide evidence that what you’ve said about the theory is correct, or to emphasize an idea that is phrased with a very apt statement of the idea.
The tone of the paper should be that of a business report:  no slang, no personal pronouns (I, you, we), no contractions (isn’t, didn’t).  The paper should be formal but not stuffy. Remember that there are differences between spoken language and the “grapholect,” standard written English.  Don’t use long words unless you know what they mean.  Don’t use a
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multisyllable word when a simpler one will do.  Be sure to make it clear that you understand technical terms you include.
 	Papers in the D2L Dropbox will automatically be submitted to www.turnitin.com.  It may take 24 hours or more to generate the originality report, but I have set the files so that you will be able to see it. Click on the colored icon containing a percentage. You should see a copy of your paper. Passages that match Turnitin's database will appear underlined in color with a reference number. If you click on the reference number, you should see a split screen with your paper on the left and the matching text on the right.  CHECK TO SEE THAT WORDS FROM THE ORIGINAL ARE ENCLOSED IN QUOTATION MARKS OR REWORD YOUR PAPER TO CREATE A TRUE PARAPHRASE. Remember that examples of “unintentional plagiarism” are penalized 10 points per sentence.  Take advantage of this opportunity to check for mistakes before I grade the paper!   

Take a careful look at the grading rubric before you submit your paper.  All papers must be proofread, grammar-checked, and spell-checked before you submit them.
