Week 1 Discussion
Do some prewriting related to your ideas for this essay. If you already have a topic in mind, you can use your prewriting to help you think about how you will develop the topic. If you don't have a topic in mind, you can use your prewriting to help you come up with one. You might try brainstorming, webbing, outlining, or any number of strategies. Please describe your results as a response to this discussion, by answering the following questions:
(1) What prewriting strategies did you find the most useful?
(2) What ideas did you come up with? If possible, you can copy your prewriting right into your response. If that is not possible, then write a few sentences describing your ideas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The following are my posts.
1. What prewriting strategies did you find the most useful?  I found that all of them are useful but the freewriting is the best method I'm used to using.  It lets me come up with multiple ideas and use one idea or multiple ones.  This gets my mind in a creative tone.  I'm pretty sure that's how a lot of song writers create their music.  
2.  The ideas I came up with for my essay "A person or event that represented a negative example of professionalism."
I thought of all of the events where negative things happened in my life.
Then I compiled the worst events or people that stand out the most.
I also tried to remember if the issue was resolved or not.
Finally I added some ideas where some people asked for advice to resolve issues that they were dealing with.
Choose a topic that you would like to know more about. You can choose a pretty general topic to start, like "technology and education" or "nursing careers." You will use your library searches to help you focus your search.
Search the library to find three articles on the topic you selected.  Try to use some search phrases that require that you use quotation marks, as the video demonstrates.
Now look in the search results for additional key words or other search terms that you can use to enhance your search. If you started with a broad topic, these could be keywords that help you focus your search on a more specific aspect of your topic.
Please post answers the following questions:
(1) What search terms did you initially search?
(2) What are three articles that you found?
(3) What additional keywords or search terms did you find that enhanced your search?
The following are my posts.
1. The search terms I initially searched are " Game Design" or " Game Developer".
[bookmark: citation]2.  The articles that I found were "The Quality of Video Games: Subjective Quality Assessments as Predictors of Self-Reported Presence in First-Person Shooter and Role-Playing Games", "IllumiRoom: Immersive Experiences Beyond the TV Screen" and finally "Creating stories for a composite form: Video game design as Frame Orchestration."
3. I also used new technology to enhance my search and I also selected Scholarly Journals to narrow down my search.

Week 2 Discussion
This week you will submit the rough draft of your second writing assignment, the comparison-contrast essay. The purposes of this discussion topic are for you to make sure you have a clear topic and points of comparison and to see what topics and strategies your fellow students are using for that essay.
Before responding to this thread, you should have read through the instructions for the comparison-contrast essay. 
For your comparison-contrast essay, you will need two subjects to compare/contrast. You will also need three points of comparison/contrast -- three areas in which you can compare/contrast your two subjects. For example, if you are comparing/contrasting two computer software programs, three possible points of comparison/contrast are the functionality, the user interface, and the cost.
When selecting points of contrast, please steer clear of points like "pros and cons," "advantages," or "disadvantages." If your subjects have advantages and disadvantages, they will come out as you discuss more specific points of comparison. For example, in the case of the two software programs, it might come out in investigating the second point that user interface is a strong point of one program and a weak point of the other.
The following are my posts.
Green and non-green buildings
Three points of comparison/contrast
Site designs
Materials and resources
Energy and the environment

Topic sentences. 
[image: Alternating pattern]
Each of the orange boxes represents one of your points of comparison, which you may choose to discuss in a single paragraph or in two paragraphs.
For this discussion topic, please
· write one topic sentence for each of your points of comparison/contrast (a total of three sentences)
· post any questions you have about topic sentences
The following are my posts.
My subjects are Green and non-green buildings.

My topic sentences.


How should our building utilize water and how it affects our environment.
The source and utilization of energy in buildings.
The type of materials used for the construction of the building are cheap reusable sources or raw materials that deteriorate over time.
Week 3 Discussion
[image: https://learn.umuc.edu/d2l/img/lp/pixel.gif]Actions for Crafting a Paragraph 
Write a paragraph on a topic of your choice. Be sure to include a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence and to use transitional words and phrases to link your ideas together. Post your paragraph in this discussion topic.
The following are my posts.
Greek mythology focuses on explaining the myths of the ancient Greeks concerning their gods, goddesses, heroes and heroines.  The myths explained the way the world was for their times and give reasons for various phenomena that people were facing. Such as death, drought, barrenness among others. The ancient Greeks were known to be very religious people with a lot of myths that are known to have been passed on from one generation to another through oral tradition. Their deities ranged from Olympian gods believed to reside in the mountain Olympus, the Titans who were the predecessors of the Olympians, and other immortals. Some of their gods were the founders of the earth while others were the giver of life, rain, and good luck.

Please think about a topic you might like to investigate for your third essay. The third essay will be a research essay on causes or effects in an area related to your field of study or a field of study that interests you. You can view the instructions for the research essay in the Assignments area.
Conduct a search on your topic, using one or both of the the Boolean operator “OR” and "AND," as the video demonstrates. Then please answer these questions:
1. What was the topic on which you searched? What search terms did you use?
2. Did you use AND or OR with your search terms? Why?
3. How many hits did you get as a result of your search? Are the results well-focused on the topic you were looking for?

The following are my posts.
1. What was the topic on which you searched?  I searched for Cyber security and computer hacking.
 What search terms did you use?  The search term I used was "Cyber Security" AND "Prevention of computer hacking"
2. Did you use AND or OR with your search terms? I used the AND because I wanted to find research that contained both topics in the same article.  Not one or the other.
3. How many hits did you get as a result of your search? I got 2 hits on the search, so it narrowed it down a lot and the results were well-focused on the topic I was looking for.
Also I tried the two topics without quotations and I got 802 hits, but I narrowed it down with checking on Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journals on the search engine.  With this method the articles results went to 89.

Week 4 Discussion
Charles Bazerman, Professor and Chair of the Department of Education at the University of California, Santa Barbara, wrote a textbook, The Informed Writer. Please click the link to access Chapter 1 of The Informed Writer.  
Bazerman describes writing as a conversation between writer and reader. To make this conversation valuable, the writer must put his or her ideas in context by reading what has already been written on the topic. The writer must also consider the reader, and let consideration of the reader guide the approach to writing.
Here are some key points to take note of as you look over the chapter:
· On page 3, Bazerman mentions the relationships between writing and speaking and between writing and reading. "Reading and writing go hand in hand," he notes.
· On page 4, Bazerman discusses the distinctions between writing and speaking. He also describes how tone and audience are influenced differently in both writing and speaking.
· On page 5, he mentions the art of “listening,” both for a speaker and for a writer.
· On page 5, he describes a bicycle accident. If you have a bicycle accident as he describes on this page, you may later write three email messages—one to your mother, one to your friend, and one to the insurance company. He describes these three audiences and how the letters to each will be different because the audiences are distinct and, therefore, the purposes are different.
Consider any piece of writing you have completed in the past six months—for school, for work, for a situation in your community, or some other context. You might even consider an essay for this class. Who was the audience, and how did the audience affect how you approached this piece of writing?
Please write one paragraph of 5-6 sentences or so in your response.  Please draw upon analysis from chapter 1 from Bazerman and/or in the material in "Identifying the Audience" posted this week in class. Refer specifically to the advice in one or both of these sources as you construct your paragraph.
The following are my posts.
I wrote a paper last fall for mythology class.  The paper was a lecture to a audience of 50 year olds and over.   The lecture was a three night event where I talked about Greek Gods; how they came into creation and how they came into power from overthrowing the Titans.  I tried to be informative to the audience with stating scholarly material that would engage the audience and also leave openings for questions about why theses stories became myths. The more I wrote for my audience, the paper showed how flawed the Greek Gods were through their stories.  If I had younger audience, I would have compared super heroes in today's comics to the gods of who they most resemble.  This would also have some contrast to the original gods showing how writers and artists are trying to modernize the gods of the past into today's culture.
After you have watched the tutorial, please complete the following tasks and post your responses.
1. Conduct a search on a topic that you might want to investigate for your research essay.
2. Next, follow the instructions provided on the video and select a new database on the right-hand side of your screen.  Then answer the following questions:
-What were your search terms?
-What database did you select on the right-hand side?  Why did you select this database?
-How many hits do you find?
The following are my posts.
1. What was the topic on which you searched?  I searched for Cyber security and computer hacking again from last week.
 What search terms did you use?  The search term I used was "Cyber Security" AND "Prevention of computer hacking".
2. The database I selected on the right-hand side was ABI/INFORM Complete because I wanted to narrow down the search on how cyber security and computer hacking effected businesses recently in the market.
3. I got 495 hits compared to two hits from last week.
Week 5 Discussion
We have now learned quite a bit about thesis statements. You know that the thesis statement expresses an essay's main claim and that the rest of the essay is written to support the thesis.
As you proceed with your research essay, it will be helpful to have a working thesis statement. A working thesis statement is what you currently think could be the thesis statement for your essay. As you research and develop your essay, you may find that your focus or finding require adjustments to your thesis statement.
For this discussion, please take the following steps.
1. In your discussion response, post a working thesis statement for your essay. Remember that this essay is about causes or effects, so your thesis must say something about causes or effects in the topic area that you chose. 
2. Next, think of three possible supporting points for your thesis statement. In your discussion response, write a topic sentence for each supporting point.
The following are my posts.
My thesis statement so far is:
Many companies and governments cut corners on network security. They think they will save money, but are left vulnerable to cyber attacks that cost them more money down the road. There are two main reasons cyber attacks on businesses and agencies can lead to financial ruin.  First, cyber attacks leave governments and businesses vulnerable to espionage. But most importantly, cyber attacks are costing corporations billions of dollars a year from consequences of not having adequate security.
Topic sentences:
The Wall Street Journal estimated that the cost of cyber crime in the U.S. was approximately $100 billion in 2013.
Large banks, retailers, and federal agencies make the headlines when they are hacked, but all businesses are at risk. According to Microsoft, 20% of small to mid sized businesses have been cyber crime victims.
The World Economic Forum (WEF) says a significant portion of cyber crime goes undetected, particularly industrial espionage where access to confidential documents and data is difficult to spot.
The concept taught in this video is one that many students have questions about.  The website that this video tutorial reviews does a nice job in explaining strategies in how to cite a source in a paragraph.
The website on which this video is based is at the following url:
http://rasmussen.libanswers.com/faq/32328
You have submitted the comparison-contrast essay (Writing Assignment #2), which used sources, and you are now working on the research-based cause-effect essay (Writing Assignment #3), which makes even greater use of sources. Please select a paragraph from either your Writing Assignment #2 or your Writing Assignment #3 that uses information from the same source in more than one sentence. Then apply what you learned from the video tutorial and website to effectively cite the source in your paragraph. Post your paragraph with your new citations here.
The following are my posts.
In green housing, the concept aims to maximize the efficiency of using water and maintaining the quality of water.  Burlinghouse (2009) states that water conservation is done through the implementation of low flow devices such as low flow toilets, low flow shower heads, low flow urinals and low flow faucets. His statement indicates that using low flow outlets leads to less expenditure on water provisions for the home and the country.  The design is done in a manner that conserves the site’s natural water cycle by using rainwater catchment techniques, storm water management techniques, water-saving devices and native landscaping.  In an ideal greenhouse, water supply would come from the environment and preserved in devices to supply the homestead with adequate water (Burlinghouse, 2009).

Week 6 Discussion 
Scholarly journal articles are the foundation of the sources for an academic research paper. Of the six sources required for your research paper, at least three must be scholarly journal articles.
Please review this webpage from the UMUC library: Identify and Locate Scholarly Journals
Then, search the UMUC library for sources related to a topic that you have worked with in earlier discussions and/or the topic of your research-supported cause/effect essay. Identify one scholarly journal article, and post a reference entry for it here, in APA style. Remember that you are accessing the article online, so you should include the DOI or the URL of the journal homepage, as explained in this library tutorial.
Explain how you could tell that this was a scholarly journal article.
The following are my posts.
I could have used the following in-text citation in my research paper.
While organizations can implement technologies like encryption, masking and so on to ensure data protection and privacy, a large proportion of data loss incidents have been attributed to insiders, such as a disgruntled employee or human error (Leong, 2014).
 
Leong, K. (2014). The future of security and mobility in the enterprise. NetworkWorld Asia, Vol. 11 Issue 4, 48-50.  Retrieved from http://eds.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.umuc.edu/eds/Citations/FullTextLinkClick?sid=ffb0bb7f-bfea-45f7-b684-ff9e935033e7@sessionmgr101&vid=0&id=pdfFullText
I could tell it was a scholarly journal by it referencing a author with a abstract and the audience is professionals in the field.  And the article includes who exactly participated in the article and what their field of study they are currently in.
Sometimes you may want to use sources that you found on the free Web. This means sources that are available to all, for example through a search engine.
If you use sources from the free Web, you will want to evaluate them first to make sure that they are reliable and appropriate for inclusion in your paper.
Please examine this webpage from the UMUC Library: Evaluating Web Resources
Then, use a search engine such as Google to find a source related to a topic that you have worked with in earlier discussions and/or the topic of your research-supported cause/effect essay. 
· Post a reference entry for your source in APA style. A good reference for this task will be the Purdue OWL's APA information for electronic sources.
· Then, write a paragraph evaluating the source for use in a research paper. You might decide that this would be a good source to use in a research paper, or you might decide that this would not be a good source to use in a research paper. Either way, provide your reasons.
· 
The following are my posts.
I could have used the following online article in my research paper but did not.
Employees are often how hackers obtain or infiltrate government networks. Digital intruders frequently trick workers into revealing information that can be used to gain privileged access to a system. Other times, hackers will simply steal these credentials (Williams, 2016).

I would debate to use this as an in-text citation because the article does have useful information. It doesn’t have a strong audience and support from professionals in the field.  It definitely isn’t a scholarly article either.  The article does discuss that there was a data breach in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and what implications could arise from theses cracks in the network.  And it backs up my research paper that employees could be a big part in cyber-attacks willingly or unwillingly.

Williams, K. (2016, May 9). Bank regulator reports five ‘major’ data breach incidents. The Hill, Retrieved from http://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/279255-fdic-reports-five-major-data-breach-incidents
Week 7 Discussion
A rhetorical appeal is a method of persuasion -- a way to make an argument.
· First, watch the video "Introduction to Ethos, Pathos, and Logos" from the Texas A&M University Writing Center: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKtQEnERhSY
· Then, please watch the following video excerpt of an interview by Charlie Rose with Mitch Albom, Detroit sports writer.  https://youtu.be/wQybBvjAsOk
· After reviewing the material, please answer the following questions:
1. What rhetorical appeal(s) do you think Mitch Albom is applying here? 
2. How might the different rhetorical appeals of logos, ethos, and pathos be applied in an argument for a federal bailout of the auto industry?
The following are my posts.
What rhetorical appeal(s) do you think Mitch Albom is applying here?  He is using his projected persona with ethos to make fun of himself and the people of Detroit to be more likeable at first.  Then he uses pathos to bring out feeling and emotion by talking about common everyday people losing jobs and kids suffering in the future.  Finally, he puts a picture in your head talking about it’s more glamorous to talk about movie stars of the west and east coast. This puts a picture in people’s minds about logos.
How might the different rhetorical appeals of logos, ethos, and pathos be applied in an argument for a federal bailout of the auto industry? To keep our jobs here in the U.S.A and support our communities.  The phrase “American Made” was used a lot in the past and it stood for something back in the day.  Now companies are using this slogan on logos to support our economy and with ethos this slogan brings credibility of an American product. You can use pathos to play on peoples emotion and feeling by saying we aren’t the number one country in the auto industry in the world anymore. 
Claim, Evidence, and Warrant
The following exercise is designed to help you think about the parts of an argument. Understanding an argument made up of claim, evidence, and warrant will be helpful to you not only as you approach writing assignment #3 but also as you analyze arguments and write arguments for other classes.
To complete this exercise, please do the following: 
· First, watch the following video tutorial:
"Claim Evidence Warrant," by John Valliere: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRDYspT1u68
· Then, write and post your own short paragraph making an argument with a claim, evidence, and warrant. Use red text for the claim, blue text for the evidence, and green text for the warrant. The video mentions that evidence comes from research. However, for this exercise, you might use evidence from your own knowledge or experience.
Here are two examples. Notice how the two different warrants allow the writer to reach two different conclusions from the same evidence:
I should not go to New York City this weekend, because I have a mathematics test on Monday. I need to study in order to do well on the test. If I go to New York City, I will be busy with my friends the whole weekend, and I will not have time to study.
I should go to New York City this weekend, because I have a mathematics test on Monday. My friend Katie, who I can visit in New York City, is great at math and has offered to help me prepare.

The following is my post
I should not play Xbox one tonight, because I have to start my research paper that is due on Sunday.  I need to go to the library to do some research for the paper.  If I don’t go to the library tonight I will waste time and play games all night and not have adequate information for my paper this weekend.  
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