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Massawa in 1882 and 1885 respectively. Johannes defeated a force of 500
Italians at the battde of Dogali in 1887, Johannes, however, never established
complete control over the whole of Ethiopia. He faced constant opposition
from his rival to the throne, Menelik of the southern Christian kingdom of
Shoa.

Menelik had for years been strengthening his position in the southern
regions of the empire. He built up a large and powerful army, equipped with
rifles and artillery bought from French and Italian traders on the coast. While
Johannes was still on the throne and defending the empire from the Ttalians,
Menelik was expanding his pawer to the east. He captured the Muslim city
of Harar and made it the centre of his arms trade with the French at the Gulf
of Tadjoura (Djibouti).

Menelik succeeded to the imperial throne on the death of Johannes in
1889. He established his capiral in the Shoan heartland at Addis Ababa and
proceeded to expand the empire in the south by military conquest. Non-
Christian Oromo, Sidama and Somali were brought within the empire and
wvast estates in the region were given out to Shoan military governors and
notables.

In the north Menelik was confronted by the imperial ambitions of ltaly.
He was forced to recognise the Italian coastal colony of Eritrea, over which
they had extended their authority berween 1887 and 1890. Bur an Italian
attempt to extend their conquests inte the Ethiopian heartland was faced
with resounding defeat by Menelik’s vastly superior army. Menelik’s victory
at the battle of Adwa in 1896 effectively saved Ethiopia from European colo-
nial conquest during the era of the ‘Scramble for Africa’.
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