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Children living with disabilities face different challenges in school. As such, the teachers who handle these students should accord particular attention to the students and keep a close contact with their parents. The special attention and helps given to the special students helps them to overcome the challenges they may face in school while teaching the caregivers how to offer the required help for the normal operations in school and at home. On the side of the teachers and parents, they face challenges and the process of caring for the special student’s impacts their lives. The interview given to the parents of a special child, and the teacher of the student has highlighted the activities of the parents and the teachers, the skills required, and the overall experience of dealing with the children.
The parent and teacher interviews were conducted according to the requirements as guided by the instructions. The documented questions were issued to the particular parent and the teacher for them to answer to the best of their knowledge. The parent and the teacher were allowed to answer the questions they deemed necessary or were comfortable with. As such, the interviewee comfort during the research was a priority during the interview. The interview was aimed at realizing the challenges that they face while assisting the child with exceptionality. The impact of living and dealing with the child was also the focus of the interview.
The teacher to the child was the first to interview. The teacher identified that the child had Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). The teacher described the student as having a difficult time managing his material and time as well. ADD is a mental disorder arising from a neurodevelopmental problem. The child has a problem paying attention. The teacher further described the child as having the intellectual challenges of not being able to stay on a particular task. The child was identified as remaining focused only for short periods. He, however, identified that the child does not have any emotional and social challenges.
The teacher reported using a student timer, an hourly behavior chart, and a chart for the number of questions the student completes within 35 minutes of a test. The teacher explained that the student aimed to complete ten questions within the 35 minutes testing time frame. The student then proceeds to graph his weekly scores on a chart. The teacher recognized that the child did not have an Individualized Education Program but was on a problem-solving therapy program. The teacher said that he communicated with the parent whenever he deemed necessary; sometimes he sends positive notes home and texts the mother pictures of student behavior chart. According to the teacher, the student enjoys reading counts tests and sometimes is assisted by a helper with unknown words from the book and test. He also receives help with logging into the computer.
The teacher also discussed how he works to provide support and the impact it has on him. He said that working with the student with exceptionalities requires, patience, care, good parent-teacher communication, organizational skills, and teamwork. He explains that in a bid to work with others to support the student, he keeps an open communication with the school psychologist, the reading, and math intervention teacher and other para-professional and special area teachers as well. The teacher realized that special children have much to offer if accorded the opportunity. He further explained that the students with exceptionalities are loving and can learn with the necessary support, dedication, and patience.
The interview with the parent and the teacher of a child with exceptionalities showed the experiences and impacts of the care to the caregivers. The interview revealed that the people who deal with the different children living with exceptionalities face various challenges of educating them but understanding their needs enables them to deal with the challenges and overcome them. The interview also shows that dealing with students who have exceptionalities brings out their usefulness in the society and that they could offer much to the society if they are well understood. The different techniques used such as the score tests and assistance by psychologists help the students to live a normal life. Dealing with children who have disabilities can be challenging but according to their caretakers, understanding them brings out their love and usefulness in the society.
