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Article 1: Review Article
Brainerd, C. J., & Reyna, V. F. (2002). Fuzzy-trace theory and false memory. Current Directions in Psychological Science, 11(5). DOI: 10.1111/1467-8721.00192
[bookmark: _GoBack]False memory can be defined as the fabricated recollection of events that have never occurred. It has the ability to cause one to completely forget about an event that may have occurred in their lives. One of the causes of false memory is a misattribution. An individual suffering from false memory may have been misinformed about the information’s original source. It is also possible to induce false memory by simply suggesting a given event to someone. Fuzzy trace theory on the other hand is a cognition theory that has been proposed by the authors of this article. The theory seeks to explain memory and reasoning. It is used in the explanation of how false memory develops.  It also responds to the question of how the development of one’s memory influences the way they reason. 
The hypotheses used in this study are the constructivist and necessity hypotheses. These are two perspectives that are traditional and major on the relationship between reasoning and memory. The stipulations of these hypotheses are that the accuracy of children’s reasoning and their memory for information that may have caused a problem in their lives is closely related. 
The psychological theory in this article includes the fuzzy trace theory which is a cognitive theory which is used to explain the development and instance of false memory. It also explains the perception of risks and its estimation in addition to the fallacies that individuals commit in decision making. 
There was no sample for this study. It took a qualitative approach in addressing the relationship between the theory in this article and false memory. Five principles that rotate around verbatim and gist traces were used to explain the account of false memory as outlined by the fuzzy trace theory. These were Verbatim and Gist Processing Both Cause Vivid Remembering, Parallel Storage of Verbatim and Gist Trace Parallel storage, False Memory Dual-Opponent Processes, Developmental Variability and lastly Dissociated Retrieval of Verbatim and Gist Traces (Brainerd & Reyna, 2002).  
The article successfully explained dissociations of memory reasoning out of the fuzzy trace theory’s two models of memory and reasoning. It was established that verbatim memory abilities are responsible for accuracy in presented problem information memory tests responses. The abilities of gist memory are also responsible for the provision of accurate solutions to any problems of reasoning. Some of the verified predictions include: Any reports of an event that was not experienced by an individual can be persistent over time; instances of false memory may increase under some conditions theoretically and do not just decline during childhood as a child grows older; and lastly, traces of verbatim of events that truly occurred can significantly suppress false memory reports (Brainerd & Reyna, 2002). 
The strength of this article is that it gives the theoretical foundation of false memory and supports the topic by giving several principles. The article also demonstrates how the fuzzy trace theory can be applied to the false memory in real-world situations. It is not simply hypothetical.  
It is relevant to my study because my study will focus on false memory in children’s emotion. This article gives the theoretical foundation of false memory and the fuzzy trace theory which are of invaluable significance to my study.


Article 2
Brainerd, C. J., Forrest, T. J., Karibian, D., & Reyna, V. F. (2006). Development of the false-memory illusion. Developmental psychology, 42(5). DOI: 10.1037/0012-1649.42.5.962
Some of the authors of this article also authored the review article for this assignment. Here, the focus was on the Deese, Roediger, and McDermott illusion (DRM) that is the proposition that the responses portraying false memory increase with age. The study was done on children between the age of 6 to 14 years who consisted of both those who were disabled and nondisabled. In this study, the investigated adult effects included delayed stability, recall inflation, thematic intrusion, list strength, and true-false dissociation (Brainerd et al., 2006). 
The hypothesis for this study was based on the fuzzy-trace theory. Since there are some significant differences in the manner in which the older children versus the younger children; and the non-disabled versus the disabled children interpret the meaning of the words on DRM lists, there are some characteristics that can be identified in studies involving the adults which are absent in learning young and disabled children (Brainerd et al., 2006). 
The DRM paradigm is one of the applied theories of cognitive psychology applied in this study. It is a procedure that requires an individual under study to remember as many words as possible from a given list of related words in the determination of false memory. Another theory in this study is the theory of false memory as has been highlighted in the review article. 
The samples selected for the study was that of 11-year old’s and 6-year old’s. The samples comprised 120 school children from elementary schools. They were 60 first grade and kindergarten children and 60 fifth and 6thgrade children. The age levels were selected as a result of some results from previous studies. There was enough evidence to conclude that these two age groups were the most favorable for data generation that would lead to a positive change hypothesis. The six effects in this study were incorporated into one design that enabled the researchers to study carefully the developmental interactions (Brainerd et al., 2006). 
The experiment was conducted on the children individually in their schools. The experimental sessions were two for each individual. The first session saw the children go through some memory instructions. The second session was all about presentation of the DRM lists and tests for recognition (Brainerd et al., 2006).
The results were presented in the immediate recognition, delayed recognition, and recall waves. The source is relevant to my study because it looks at false memory with young children as the major area of study. My study will focus on false memory and children’s emotions. It is relevant because it brings in the DRM illusion which is a very practical way of identifying and proving false memory among children. 
Article 3
Gallo, D. A., Foster, K. T., & Johnson, E. L. (2009). Elevated false recollection of emotional pictures in younger and older adults. Psychology and aging, 24(4). DOI: 10.1037/a0017545
This article is about emotional pictures’ false memory in both the older and young adults. It is based on the proposition that if true recollection is enhanced by emotion, then neutral pictures may bring about a higher false recollection rate than emotional pictures. False recollection is also likely to be higher in emotionally related pictures if it is true that conceptual relatedness is enhanced by emotion. The study conducted was aimed at contrasting the named factors in both the older and younger adults. 
The first hypothesis for this study was false memory can be suppressed by emotional content. The other alternative hypothesis was that false memory can be increased by emotional content. The psychological theory evident here is the false memory theory as has been identified in the research articles earlier identified (Gallo, Foster, & Johnson, 2009). 
Unlike the review article, the study took a quantitative approach. 24 students from the University of Chicago of an average age of 21.3 years and 24 adults from the community around the University of mean age 77.7 years were selected for the study. The older adults were healthy. That is, they did not display any characteristics of neurological disorders and were not depressed in any way. 192 color pictures of objects and people were drawn in natural contexts. 48 pictures were considered negative, 96 neutral and 48 positives. The negative and positive pictures were made more arousing than the neutral pictures (Gallo, Foster, & Johnson, 2009). Each picture was labeled uniquely in 2 to 3 words. The primary goal of the experiment was the determination of false recognition of test labels. 
The results of the experiment were significant at 0.05 level. Analysis of variance revealed that age has a marginal effect on false memory as there was a higher confidence in older adults as compared to the younger adults. Also, false recollection was higher for pictures that were emotional, a factor that supported the account on conceptual relatedness. The study demonstrated the relationship age has with false memory of emotional pictures (Gallo, Foster, & Johnson, 2009).
One strength of this study is that it clearly focused on the age differences between the two groups of participants and controlled the variables to bring out accurate results. One can easily relate the impact age has on false memory from this study. 
It is relevant to my study and hypotheses because it incorporates age and false memory which are an aspect of my study on emotion and false memory among children, of a younger age than those used in this study. 
