THE

DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENGE




The American Revolution was really three
related series of events:

1) A revolution 1n values and political
thought, specifically linked to the
Enlightenment.

2) A series of escalating political events
following the Seven Years War.

3) A war for independence.



The Declaration of Independence has become the
symbol of all of these events.



In CONGRESS. Juy 4, 1776
@ﬁe mmmonWecfamtwn i i i VP05 0f SWrvericer,

ke # N0 Bert il n o i cvmit, it 4 cfepltr ol ool bonids ik oo et . iboometlos, nd =~
./my ti fwess of Wi casth, i pipanich and squcl flotin lo whiid thy Laow of Nilite andof Niliie's fod oniith- o, GMW&MWWM
i e o Ak, i o 8 L —— ¥ mwﬂw ,«.mmwww.,mz 4‘7‘“"‘"‘“5"“‘*‘“"

..d( anlaiin M./w.a&, s, What ameng Hise we L5t Libady and the frunsit of Iy — it phts, ameng Mo, /“*
Jlossflom &M . . i st R, Dt éué&n&,‘éﬂé Tl et o bk by em
Gorenmont. fiire on mz/wm«/;. i jong s fowss i such, flums s o .,u..,.. Me@’swm ﬁyddéwn;é dvéw —-U
L it b Gt cotablihied ol et e il o s amd insind ol s and. 7—-/

B o il kol by o fam il iy e o, Bl nz,, i ?/a/m. 5 A’ J‘?ﬁ
U L b s i e ahiclil T e it righldis Y ity o o of sk

R /u/,.//};m,., A d ok e . gl Kk ks i sl Kl fom W
kg 5 edain m,d-/y .¢(~§/ oyt ‘,.././,‘/{./W all K ’f“i,/ il e i /,.m// oy ovie 14« M .7;/ W
p e R eﬁa.a MM, Lodas, Hhe smoo whioliseme. and necsfoasy fouthe M} A.. iidiire- o Gevernoti Loonm
o o s /Z,@ W: >

/1 r 2 cfudicn 1l fas Ufient stiodd b d/afnf/n»/umn

/,aw/«mm&mﬂ. m.,z,@d ,,,.4//‘" ol gl e st i t diethone
4 fpans only Aﬂmﬂ/% éj.,m— M,,/,u;m il temcomy /..n/ and. mz /m. He {4‘1\"& 7(%«1 /M& V&m/ /&W
aompliana. Db has

Vi 2 isss fcalily, fo pooong ik muand, ,,m/,é‘m e rghis Z:f/y'
4,,4.«7@.“1,/,:% o, MWZJ/MJ il M,/,,,,“Z.,‘//m e e i /LWA%M ...w/, S

i mm/m w2 i okl
m, Nt M.ré,m //aa mage

b

|

|

¢ nd saiing i comdidins f e ,7:«4%7«./"/ L It M it e
;Aaz mﬁz 1A JZ s ,AZDM.. f éﬁ//«l‘m‘/m& riue of s s, @M
ﬂz,:.z ﬁ.umm, o mlmt/ m%’:‘, ../.,,./,{,/ Gfinis dean m/b/é andsat cut fic fbotinet —— /4,/.,
win ,Z Sinding Qi oihont e bonsnt of s leyiics— AMM /A /M;a,, ,.,JMW Fomd i & e /w,//b.w? %/x..

i Shees /7.9,.«,“9 fousgn b a Jand. [ by o o ».y/a bt wﬂmf./.%m W';V"w

armed troofs umeny s~ Jin uolilng V. {,a».ﬂz.@,/ fiom flunishment fi iy Misins ki Hag chiod commd o e Sihh s of o .,éa 4.

ot rae o slffats of e il : "ot flovemg Do o s ot cus bimsand T /Mz/.m, i many cases, 7%4.,&/-%2/&/«/ =

s bl o, _Jawﬂﬁymyfww“w e, AN
B oot gy i Vi %?@.u,mz' ..,..,./.,MA. nd
E Z findamantaly fie zm,,m e i arud el M MM/MM sl wmd.,.j ..u.m

//mz/ cvesnmend fure, by dcauise ~~1,,«.M and. it -7 S s plimdiid e s, wavaged ous f oueHiins,

/u/” ] /g,é.,zﬂ,,‘,./ Ly e s M«fﬁwdw e, e iy, ,zzz [ W
| avadided i fo o basbscons g, and Lol anvestiog e S of iy adi He fay conshiiied i
k  lobicems i asscalionses of s flinde ,,../(/Mf e tofll Homadics by th. /4,.4 — T s cwritd 4; R

Lmﬁ/mwwt et il e uz”y Wﬁ

W u«.ﬁéwmna//u@é N Fove Lo sourtig.inatictons 2 Bl b, L0 e Hrs o 6 éw‘-tufaﬁ/ anirtiod
E../a,wmmw s » b, W pfid

% Dol Hoenefo s, ‘1,‘, _fj ; ; on T, i /%;%’M/”inmwazﬁ

A s Wy&ﬁw&&m%ﬁmum mwm;f/,zéfa.’;a;ﬁ: T |

z % /l /4,1..74140’ ;% el B, e T i Ww&,/‘%w
fm/w-—— ﬁWﬂé J»Mm Lo P, ~*_=”1 ek e e o sl
Z’Mm Jivin? SorpHiove,

2 4 / I
4%{::4\’ ko2 //;.:../a., \_—é’%?/’b 97/%//1/5 /h./wf/d
po o lor. Thec Abres
: Fii g
,—6

/ rf'///m

{ﬂﬂze
! flwu:;kx./;‘."/ %’
Sy 4. 2y
T by Georp My gz%ﬁz?‘ y
Shernas Lom ok G ﬂ,.&w/fm,/u/ = "qz,, o Har
m@ %% s Am
Bl




July 4, 1776:

The Declaration of Independence has a clear structure:

Part 1: Principles that are (or should be) true for
all people and their relationships to government.

Part 2: A list of grievances with the King
(all of the ways that the King has violated Part 1).

Part 3: Conclusion
(Since Part 1 1s true, Part 2 1s true, and attempts to reconcile

failed, independence 1s the only proper
course of action).



Part 1: Principles that are (or should be) true for
all people and their relationships to government.

These principles clearly reference the 1deas of Voltaire,
John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau:

‘“‘all men are created equal”

Governments derive their authority “from the
consent of the governed”

“it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new
Government”’



Part 2: A list of grievances with the King
(all of the ways that the King has violated Part 1).

All of these complaints are references to actual
historical events. For example, this portion references
the various sections of the Coercive Acts:

“For Quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us...

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from
punishment for any Murders..

For cutting of our Trade with all parts of the
World...”



Part 3: Conclusion

(Since Part 1 is true, Part 2 1s true, and attempts to reconcile
failed, independence is the only proper

course of action):

“We have warned them...we have appealed to
their native justice...They too have been deaf to the voice

of justice...

We, therefore...solemnly publish and declare, That
these United Colonies are...Free and Independent
States.”
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Among the key portions of the Declaration removed by Congress
was a grievance related to slavery:

“he has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its
most sacred rights of life & liberty in the persons of a distant
people who never offended him, captivating & carrying them into
slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their

transportation thither.

This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the

warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain, determined to keep
open a market where MEN should be bought & sold...He is now

exciting those very people to rise in arms among us, and to
purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering
the people for whom he also obtruded them thus paying off former
crimes committed against the liberties of one people, with crimes
which he urges them to commit against the lives of another.”



This grievance accused the King of a crime
against “humanity itself”’ in the form of slavery.

It also chastised the King for “Dunmore’s
Proclamation.”

Removed to placate southerners.

Jefferson made clear his understanding that
slavery was a moral abomination.
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