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A rare print from 1776 depicts George
Washington as commander of the
American armies, “the supporter of
liberty,” and “benefactor of mankind.”

It illustrates the linkage of liberty and
American independence, and Americans’
conviction that their struggle was of
worldwide significance.




— e R e

QUESTIONS

= What were the roots and
significance of the Stamp
Act controversy?

® What key events sharp-
ened the divisions between
Britain and the colonists
in the late 1760s and early
1770s?

What key events marked
the move toward American
independence?

How were American forces
able to prevail in the
Revolutionary War?

n the night of August 26, 1765, a violent crowd of Bostonians

assaulted the elegant home of Thomas Hutchinson, chief justice

and lieutenant gbvernor of Massachusetts. Hutchinson and his
family barely had time to escape before the crowd broke down the front
door and proceeded to destroy or carry off most of their possessions,
including paintings, furniture, silverware, and notes for a history of
Massachusetts Hutchinson was writing. By the time the crowd departed,
only the outer walls of the home remained standing.

The immediate cause of the riot was the Stamp Act, a recently
enacted British tax that many colonists felt violated their liberty. Only a
few days earlier, Hutchinson had helped to disperse a crowd attacking
a building owned by his relative Andrew Oliver, a merchant who had
been appointed to help administer the new law. Both crowds were led by
Ebenezer Mackintosh, a shoemaker who enjoyed a wide following among
Boston’s working people.

The riot of August 26 was one small episode in a series of events
that launched a half-century of popular protest and political upheaval
throughout the Western world. The momentous era that came to be
called the Age of Revolution began in British North America, spread to
Europe and the Caribbean, and culminated in the Latin American wars
for independence. In all these struggles, liberty emerged as the foremost
rallying cry for popular discontent. Rarely has the idea played so central
a role in political debate and social upheaval.

If the attack on Hutchinson's home demonstrated the depths of feeling
aroused by Britain's efforts to impose greater control over its empire, it
also revealed that revolution is a dynamic process whose consequences
no one can anticipate. The crowd’s fury expressed resentments against
the rich and powerful quite different from colonial leaders’ objections to
Parliament’s attempt to tax the colonies. The Stamp Act crisis inaugurated
not only a struggle for colonial liberty in relation to Great Britain but also
a multisided battle to define and extend liberty within America.

THE CRISIS BEGINS

Consolidating the Empire

When George III assumed the throne of Great Britain in 1760, no one
on either side of the Atlantic imagined that within two decades Britain's
American colonies would separate from the empire. Having treated the
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What were the roots and significance of th

colonists as allies during the war, Britain
reverted in the mid-1760s to seeing them as
subordinates whose main role was to enrich

the mother country. During this period,
the government in London concerned itself
with the colonies in unprecedented ways,
hoping to make British rule more efficient

and systematic and to raise funds to help
pay for the war and to finance the empire.
Nearly all British political leaders sup-
ported the new laws that so enraged the
colonists. Americans, Britons felt, should i
be grateful to the empire. To fight the Seven Years’ War, Britain had bor-  According to the doctrine of “virtual i
rowed from banks and individual investors more than £150 million (the ~representation.” the House of

equivalent of tens of trillions of dollars in today’s money). It seemed only Commons represented all residents

reasonable that the colonies should help pay this national debt, foot part of

of the British empire, whether or not

y ; e . . they could vote for members. In this .
the hill for continued British protection, and stop cheating the treasury by 1775 cartoon criticizing the idea, a M

violating the Navigation Acts. blinded Britannia, on the far right, | il
Nearly all Britons, moreover, believed that Parliament represented ~ stumbles into a pit. Next to her, two it |

the entire empire and had a right to legislate for it. Millions of Britons, ~colonists complain of being robbed ;

including the residents of major cities like Manchester and Birmingham, by British taxation. In the background,

. p . : " according to an accompanying
had no representatives in Parliament. But according to the widely accepted

explanation of the cartoon, stand
theory of “virtual representation” —which held that each member rep-  the “Catholic” city of Quebec and

resented the entire empire, not just his own district—the interests of all  the “Protestant town of Boston,” the
who lived under the British crown were supposedly taken into account. latter in flames.

When Americans began to insist that because they were unrepresented in
Parliament, the British government could not tax the colonies, they won

little support in the mother country. i
The British government had already alarmed many colonists by issu- _
ing writs of assistance to combat smuggling. These were general search |
warrants that allowed customs officials to search anywhere they chose
for smuggled goods. In a celebrated court case in Boston in 1761, the law-
yer James Otis insisted that the writs were “an instrument of arbitrary "
power, destructive to English liberty, and the fundamental principles of 3
the Constitution,” and that Parliament therefore had no right to authorize
them. (“American independence was then and there born,” the Boston f |
lawyer John Adams later remarked—a considerable exaggeration.) Many '
colonists were also outraged by the Proclamation of 1763 (mentioned in the Outrage in the colonies | 5
previous chapter), which barred further settlement on lands west of the
Appalachian Mountains. - I

THE CRISIS BEGINS 141




The Sugar Act of 1764

The Stamp Act of 1765

Opposition to the Stamp Act

Taxing the Colonies

In 1764, the Sugar Act, introduced by Prime Minister George Grenville,
reduced the existing tax on molasses imported into North America from
the French West Indies from six pence to three pence per gallon. But the
act also established a new machinery to end widespread smuggling by
colonial merchants. And to counteract the tendency of colonial juries to
acquit merchants charged with violating trade regulations, it strengthened
the admiralty courts, where accused smugglers could be judged without
benefit of a jury trial. Thus, colonists saw the measure not as a welcome
reduction in taxation but as an attempt to get them to pay a levy they would
otherwise have evaded. At the same time, the Currency Act reaffirmed the
earlier ban on colonial assemblies’ issuing paper as “legal tender”—that is,
money that individuals are required to accept in payment of debts.

The Sugar Act was an effort to strengthen the long-established (and
long-evaded) Navigation Acts. The Stamp Act of 1765 was a new depar-
ture in imperial policy. For the first time, Parliament attempted to raise.

Wianey from direct taxes in the colonies rather than through the regulation

_ that all sorts of printed material produced in
es—such as newspapers, books, court documents, commercial
papf‘rs, land deeds, almanacs—carryastamp purchased from authorities.
Its purpose was to help finance the operations of the empire, including the
cost of stationing British troops in North America, without seeking rev-
enue from colonial assemblies.

Whereas the Sugar Act had mainly affected residents of colonial
ports, the Stamp Act managed to offend virtually every free colonist—rich
and poor, farmers, artisans, and merchants. It was especially resented by
members of the public sphere who wrote, published, and read books and
newspapers and followed political affairs. The prospect of a British army
permanently stationed on American soil also alarmed many colonists. And,
w the stamp tax without colonial consent, Parliament directly
=d the authority of local elites who, through the assemblies they

mntmllemi established their power over the raising and spending of |

money:They were ready to defend this authority in the name of liberty.
Opposition to the Stamp Act was the first great drama of the revolu-
tionary era and the first'major split between colonists and Great Britaint
over the: meaning of freedomyNearly all colonial political leaders opposed
the act. In voicing their grievances, they invoked the rights of the freeborn
Englishman, which, they insisted, colonists should also enjoy. Opponents
of the act occasionally referred to the natural rights of all mankind. More
frequently, however, they drew on time-honored British principles such as
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What were the roots and significance of the Stamp {ct controversy?

a community’s right not to be taxed except by its elected representatives.
Liberty, they insisted, could not be secure where property was “taken
away without consent.”

Taxation and Representation

At stake were clashing ideas of the British empire itself. Al _ :
ers viewed the empir sociation of equals in which free settlers
overseas enjoyed the same rights as Britons at home. Colonists in other
outposts of the empire, such as India, the West Indies, and Canada, echoed
this c:ullnok.';/\_l_l: in the name of liberty, claimed the right to govern their
own affairs. ThesBritishsgovernmentandits appointed representatives
in-America, by contrast, saw the empire as a system of unequal parts in
which different principles governed different-areaspand all were subject
to the authority of Parliament. To surrender the right to tax the colonies

A

would set a dangerous precedent for the empire as a whole.

Some opponents of the Stamp Act distinguished between “internal”
taxes like the stamp duty, which they claimed Parliament had no right to
impose, and revenue legitimately raised through the regulation of trade.
Butmore and more colonists insisted that Britain had no right to tax them
at all, since Americans were unrepresented in the House of Commons.
“No taxation without representation” became their rallying ery. Virginia's
House of Burgesses approved four resolutions offered by the fiery orator
Patrick Henry. They insisted that the colonists enjoyed the same “liberties,
privileges, franchises, and immunities” as residents of the mother country
and that the right to consent to taxation was a cornerstone of “British free-
dom.” (The House of Burgesses rejected as too radical three other resolu-
tions, including Henry's call for outright resistance to unlawful taxation,
but these were also reprinted in colonial newspapers.)

In October 1765, the Stamp Act Congress, with twenty-seven del-
egates from nine colonies, including some of the most prominent men in
America, met in New York and endorsed Virginia's position. Its resolu-
tions began by affirming the “allegiance” of all colonists to the “Crown
of Great Britain” and their “due subordination” to Parliament. But they
went on to insist that the right to consent to taxation was “essential to the
freedom of a people.” Soon fmerchants throughout the colonies agreed to
boycott British goods until Parliament vepealed the Stamp Act. This was
the first major cooperative action among Britain’s mainland colonies. In a

sense, by seeking to impose uniformity on the colonies rather than dealing
with them individually as in the past, Parliament had inadvertently united

America.

Views of the British empire

“No taxation without
representation”

This teapot protesting the Stamp
Act was produced in England and
marketed in colonial America,
illustrating the close political and
economic connections between

the two.
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The Liberty Tree

Organized resistance

A warning by the Sons of Liberty
against using the stamps required by
the Stamp Act, which are shown on
the left.

Liberty and Resistance

No word was more frequently invoked by critics of the Stamp Act than
“liberty.” Throughout the colonies, opponents of the new tax staged mock
funerals in which liberty’s coffin was carried to a burial ground, only to
have the occupant miraculously revived at the last moment, whereupon
the assembled crowd repaired to a tavern to celebrate. As the crisis contin-
ued, symbols of liberty proliferated. The large elm tree in Boston on which
protesters had hanged an effigy of the stamp distributor Andrew Oliver
to persuade him to resign his post came to be known as the Liberty Tree.
Its image soon appeared in prints and pamphlets throughout the colonies.
Colonial leaders resolved to prevent the new law’s implementation,
and.by and large they succeeded. Even before the passage of the Stamp
Act, a Committee of Correspondence in Boston communicated with other
colonies to encourage opposition to the Sugar and Currency Acts. Now,
such committees sprang up in other colonies, exchanging ideas and infor-
mation about resistance. Initiated by colonial elites, the movement against
the Stamp Act quickly drew in a far broader range of Americans. The
act, wrote John Adams, who drafted a set of widely reprinted resolutions
against the measure, had inspired “the people, even to the lowest ranks,”
to become “more attentive to their liberties, more inquisitive about them,
and more determined to defend them, than they were ever before known.”
Opponents of the Stamp Act, however, did not rely solely on debate.
Even before the law went into effect, crowds forced those chosen to admin-
ister it to resign and destroyed shipments of stamps. In 1765, New York City
residents were organized by the newly created Sons of Liberty, who led
them in protest processions, posted notices reading “Liberty, Property, and
No Stamps,” and took the lead in enforcing the boycott of British imports.
Stunned by the ferocity of American resistance
and pressured by London merchants and manufactur-

ers who did not wish to lose their American markets,
the British government retreated. In 1766, Parliament
repealed the Stamp Act. But this concession was
accompanied by the Declaratory Act, which rejected
Americans’ claims that only their elected representatives
could levy taxes. Parliament, proclaimed this measure,
possessed the power to pass laws for “the colonies and
people of America...in all cases whatsoever.” Since
the debt-ridden British government continued to need
money raised in the colonies, passage of the Declaratory

Act promised further conflict.
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sre the rools and significance of the Stamp Act conlroversyr

The Regulators

The Stamp Act crisis was not the only example of violent social turmoil dur-
ing the 1760s. Many colonics experienced contentious internal divisions as | | i
well. As population moved westward, the conflicting land claims of settlers,

speculators, colonial governments, and Indians sparked fierce disputes. As ‘ '
in the Stamp Act crisis, “liberty” was the rallving cry, butin this case liberty
had less to do with imperial policy than secure possession of land,

Beginning in the mid-1760s. a group of wealthy residents of the South
Carolina backcountry calling themselves Regulators protested the under-
representation of western settlements in the colony’s assembly and the
legislators’ failure to establish local governments that could regularize
land titles and suppress bands of outlaws.
A parallel movement in North Carolina mobilized small farmers, Backcountry fensions
who refused to pay laxes, kidnapped local officials, assaulted the homes
of land speculators, merchants, and lawyers, and disrupted court pro-
ceedings. Here, the complaint was not a lack of government, but corrupt
county authorities. Demanding the democratization of local government,
the Regulators condemned the “rich and powerful” (the colony's elite)
who used their political authority to prosper at the expense of “poor
industrious” farmers. At their peak, the Regulators numbered around
8,000 armed farmers. The region remained in turmoil until 1771, when,
in the “battle of Alamance,” the farmers were suppressed by the colony’s "
militia. i
The emerging rift between Britain and America eventually super- :
imposed itself on conflicts within the colonies. But the social divisions Social divisions and politics I
revealed in the Stamp Act riots and backcountry uprisings made some '
members of the colonial elite fear that opposition to British mecasures '
might unleash turmoil at home. As a result, they were more reluctant to
challenge British authority when the next imperial crisis arosc.

THE ROAD TO REVOLUTION

The Townshend Crisis |

In 1767, the government in London decided to impose a new set of taxes
on Americans. They were devised by the chancellor of the Exchequer
(the cabinet's chief financial minister), Charles Townshend. In opposing
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Homespun clothing, a symbol
of American resistance

Nonimportation

Royal troops in Boston

the Stamp Act, some colonists had seemed to suggest that they would
not object if Britain raised revenue by regulating trade. Taking them at
their word, Townshend persuaded Parliament to impose new taxes on
goods imported into the colonies and to create a new board of customs

commissioners to collect them and suppress smuggling. Although many
merchants objected to the new enforcement procedures, opposition to the
Townshend duties developed more slowly than in the case of the Stamp
Act. Leaders in several colonies nonetheless decided in 1768 to reimpose
the ban on importing British goods.

The boycott began in Boston and soon spread to the southern colonies.
Reliance on American rather than British goods. on homespun clothing
rather than imported finery, became a symbol of American resistance. It
also reflected, as the colonists saw it, a virtuous spirit of self-sacrifice as
compared with the self-indulgence and luxury many Americans were
coming to associate with Britain. Women who spun and wove at home so
as not to purchase British goods were hailed as Daughters of Liberty.

The idea of using homemade rather than imported goods espe-
cially appealed to Chesapeake planters, who found themselves owing
increasing amounts of money to British merchants. Nonimportation,
wrote George Washington, gave “the extravagant man” an opportunity
to “retrench his expenses” by reducing the purchase of British luxuries,
without having to advertise to his neighbors that he might be in financial
distress.

Urban artisans, who welcomed an end to competition from imported
British manufactured goods, strongly supported the boycott. Philadelphia
and New York merchants at first were reluctant to take part, although
they eventually agreed to go along. Nonimportation threatened their liveli-
hoods and raised the prospect of unleashing further lower-class turmoil.
As had happened during the Stamp Act erisis, the streets of American cit-
ics filled with popular protests against the duties imposed by Parliament.
Extralegal local committees attempted to enforee the boycott of British
goods.

Fhe Boston Massacre

Boston once again became the focal point of conflict. Royal troops had been
stationed in the city in 1768 after rioting that followed the British seizure of
the ship Liberty for violating trade regulations. The soldiers, who competed
for jobs on Boston’s waterfront with the city’s laborers, became more and
more unpopular. On March 5, 1770, a fight between a snowball-throwing
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What key events sharpened the diz

crowd of Bostonians and British troops
escalated into an armed confrontation that
left five Bostonians dead. One of those who
fell in what came to be called the Boston
Massacre was Crispus Attucks, a sailor
of mixed Indian-African-white ancestry.
The commanding officer and eight soldiers
were put on trial in Massachusetts. Ably
defended by John Adams, who viewed
lower-class crowd actions as a dangerous
method of opposing British policies, seven
were found not guilty, while two were con-
victed of manslaughter. But Paul Revere, a
member of the Boston Sons of Liberty and
a silversmith and engraver, helped to stir
up indignation against the British army by
producing a widely circulated (and quite
inaccurate) print of the Boston Massacre
depicting a line of British soldiers firing into
an unarmed crowd.

By 1770, as merchants’ profits shriveled and many members of the
colonial elite found they could not do without British goods, the non-
importation movement was collapsing. British merchants, who wished
to remove a possible source of future interruption of trade, pressed for
repeal of the Townshend duties. When the British ministry agreed, leav-
ing in place only a tax on tea, and agreed to remove troops from Boston,
American merchants quickly abandoned the boycott.

Wilkes and Liberty

Once again, an immediate crisis had been resolved. Nonetheless, many
Americans concluded that Britain was succumbing to the same pat-
tern of political corruption and decline of liberty that afflicted other
countries. The overlap of the Townshend crisis with a controversy in
Britain over the treatment of John Wilkes reinforced this sentiment. A
radical journalist known for scandalous writings about the king and
ministry, Wilkes had been elected to Parliament from London but was
expelled from his seat. “Wilkes and Liberty” became a popular rallying
cry on both sides of the Atlantic. In addition, rumors circulated in the
colonies that the Anglican Church in England planned to send bishops

THE ROAD TO REVOLUTION
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The Boston Massacre. Less than a

month after the Boston Massacre of §
1770, in which five colonists died, !
Paul Revere produced this engraving

of the event. Although it inaccurately l
depicts what was actually a l
disorganized brawl between residents :
of Boston and British soldiers, l
this image became one of the |
most influential pieces of political -
propaganda of the revolutionary era. |
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William Hogarth's depiction of John
Wilkes holding a liberty cap. Wilkes's
publication, North Briton, bitterly
attacked the king and prime minister,
for which Wilkes was arrested, tried,
and acquitted by a London jury. He
became a popular symbol of freedom
on both sides of the Atlantic.

| British response to the Tea

Party

to America. Among members of other Protestant denominations, the
rumors—strongly denied in London—sparked fears that bishops would
establish religious courts like those that had once persecuted Dissenters.

The next crisis underscored how powerfully events in other parts of
Britain's global empire affected the American colonies. The East India
Company, a giant trading monopoly, effectively governed recently acquired
British possessions in India. Numerous British merchants, bankers, and
other individuals had invested heavily in its stock. A classic speculative
bubble ensued, with the price of stock in the company rising sharply and
then collapsing. To rescue the company and its investors, the British gov-
ernment decided to help it markel its enormous holdings of Chinese tea in
North America.

To further stimulate its sales and bail out the East India Company,
the British government, now headed by Frederick Lord North, offered the
company a series of rebates and tax exemptions. These enabled it to dump
low-priced tea on the American market, undercutting both established
merchants and smugglers.

The tax on tea was not new. But many colonists insisted that to pay it
on this large new body of imports would acknowledge Britain’s right to tax
the colonies. As tea shipments arrived, resistance developed in the major
ports. On December 16, 1773, a group of colonists disguised as Indians
boarded three ships at anchor in Boston Harbor and threw more than
300 chests of tea into the water. The event became known as the Boston
Tea Party. The loss to the East India Company was around £10,000 (the
equivalent of more than $4 million today).

The British government, declared Lord North, must now demonstrate
“whether we have, or have not, any authority in that country.” Its response
to the Boston Tea Party was swifl and decisive. Parliament closed the port
of Boston to all trade until the tea was paid for. It radically altered the
Massachusetts Charter of 1691 by curtailing town meetings and authoriz-
ing the governor to appoint members to the council—positions previously
filled by election. Parliament also empowered military commanders to
lodge soldiers in private homes. These measures, called the Coercive or
Intolerable Acts by Americans, united the colonies in opposition to what

was widely seen as a direct threat to their political freedom.
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At almost the same time, Parliament
passed the Quebec Act. This extended
the southern boundary of that Canadian
province to the Ohio River and granted
legal toleration to the Roman Catholic
Church in Canada. The act not only threw
into question land claims in the Ohio
country but persuaded many colonists
that the government in London was
conspiring to strengthen Catholicism—
dreaded by most Protestants—in its
American empire.

THE COMING OF INDEPENDENGE

The Continental Congress

Opposition to the Intolerable Acts now spread (o small towns and rural
areas that had not participated actively in previous resistance. In Septem-
ber 1774, in the town of Worcester, Massachusetts, 4,600 militiamen
from thirty-seven towns (half the adult male population of the entire
county) lined both sides of Main Street as the British-appointed officials
walked the gauntlet between them. In the same month, a convention of
delegates from Massachusetts towns approved a series of resolutions
(called the Suffolk Resolves for the county in which Boston is located) that
urged Americans to refuse obedience to the new laws, withhold taxes, and
prepare for war.

To coordinate resistance to the Intolerable Acts, a Continental Con-
gress convened in Philadelphia that month, bringing together the most
prominent political leaders of twelve mainland colonies (Georgia did
not take part). From Massachusetts came the “brace of Adamses”—John
and his more radical cousin Samuel. Virginia's seven delegates included
George Washington, Richard Henry Lee, and the renowned orator Patrick
Henry. “The distinctions between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New
Yorkers, and New Englanders,” Henry declared, “are no more. [ am not
a Virginian, but an American.” In March 1775, Henry concluded a speech
urging a Virginia convention to begin military préparations with a legend-
ary credo: “Give me liberty, or give me death!”
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The Mitred Minuet, a British cartoon
from 1774, shows four Roman

Catholic bishops dancing around a
copy of the Quebec Act. On the left,

British officials Lord Bute, Lord North,

and Lord Mansfield look on, while the
devil oversees the proceedings.

Suffolk Resolves

Leaders of the Congress




The Committees of Safety

Natural rights

The Continental Association

Before it adjourned at the end of October 1774, the Congress endorsed the
Suffolk Resolves and adopted the Continental Association, which called
for an almost complete halt to trade with Great Britain and the West Indies
(at South Carolina’s insistence, exports of rice to Europe were exempted).
Congress authorized local Committees of Safety to oversee its mandates
and to take action against “enemies of American liberty,” including busi-
nessmen who tried to profit from the sudden scarcity of goods.

The Committees of Safety began the process of transferring effective
political power from established governments whose authority derived
from Great Britain to extralegal grassroots bodies reflecting the will of the
people. By early 1775, some 7,000 men were serving on local committees
throughout the colonies, a vast expansion of the “political nation.” The
committees became training grounds where small farmers, city artisans,
propertyless laborers, and others who had heretofore had little role in gov-
ernment discussed political issues and exercised political power. When
the New York assembly refused to endorse the association, local commit-
tees continued to enforce it anyway.

The Sweets of Liberty

By 1775, talk of liberty pervaded the colonies. The past few years had wit-
nessed an endless parade of pamphlets with titles like A Chariot of Liberty
and Oration on the Beauties of Liberty. (The latter, a sermon delivered in
Boston by Joseph Allen in 1772, became the most popular public address of
the years before independence.) Sober men spoke longingly of the “sweets
of liberty.” One anonymous essayist reported a “night vision” of the word
written in the sun’s rays. Commented a British emigrant who arrived in
Maryland early in 1775: “They are all liberty mad.”

As the crisis deepened, Americans increasingly based their claims
not simply on the historical rights of Englishmen but on the more
abstract language of natural rights and universal freedom. The First
Continental Congress defended its actions by appealing to the “principles
of the English constitution,” the “liberties of free and natural-born subjects
within the realm of England,” and the “immutable law of nature.” John
Locke’s theory of natural rights offered a powerful justification for colonial
resistance, as did Thomas Jefferson in A Summary View of the Righis of British

America, written in 1774. Americans, Jefferson declared, were “a free people
claiming their rights, as derived from the laws of nature, and not as the gift

of their chief magistrate.”

150 Chapter 5 * The American Revolution



What key events r 1 the mooe |

{merican indepe ndence?

The Outbreak of War

By the time the Second Continental Congress
convened in May 1775, war had broken out
between British soldiers and armed citi-
zens of Massachusetts. On April 19, a force
of British soldicrs marched from Boston
toward the nearby town of Concord seeking
to seize arms being stockpiled there. Riders

from Boston, among them Paul Revere,

warned local leaders of the troops’ approach. Militiamen took up arms and
tried to resist the British advance. Skirmishes between Americans and
British soldiers took place at Lexington and again at Concord. By the time
the British retreated to the safety of Boston, some forty-nine Americans and
seventy-three members of the Royal Army lay dead.

What the philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson would later call “the shot
heard 'round the world” began the American War of Independence. In May
1775, Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys from Vermont, together
with militiamen from Connecticut led by Benedict Arnold, surrounded Fort
Ticonderoga in New York and forced it to surrender. The following winter,
Henry Knox, George Washington’s commander of artillery, arranged for
some of the Ticonderoga cannon to be dragged hundreds of miles to the east
to reinforce the siege of Boston, where British forces were ensconced. On
June 17,1775, two months after Lexington and Concord, the British had dis-
lodged colonial militiamen from Breed’s Hill, although only at a heavy cost
in casualties. (The battle came to be named after the nearby Bunker Hill.)
But the arrival of American cannon in March 1776 and their entrenchment
above the city made the British position in Boston untenable. The British
army under the command of Sir William Howe was forced to abandon the
city. Before leaving, Howe's forces cut down the original Liberty Tree.

Meanwhile, the Second Continental Congress authorized the raising
of an army, printed money to pay forit, and appointed George Washington
its commander. In response, Britain declared the colonies in a stale of
rebellion, dispatched thousands of troops, and ordered the closing of all
colonial ports.

Independence?

By the end of 1775, the breach with Britain scemed irreparable. But many
colonists shied away from the idea of independence. Pride in membership
in the British empire was still strong, and many political leaders, especially
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In March 1776, James Pike, a
soldier in the Massachusetts militia,

carved this scene on his powder

hom to commemorate the battles of
Lexington and Goncord. At the center
stands the Liberty Tree.

Conflict in Beston

The Second Continental
Congress




The Dunmore proclamation

Fear of domestic turmoil

Paine on monarchy and
aristocracy

in colonies that had experienced internal turmoil, feared that a complete
break with the mother country might unleash further conflict.

Such fears affected how colonial leaders responded to the idea of inde-
pendence. The elites of Massachusetts and Virginia, who felt supremely
confident of their ability to retain authority at home, tended to support a
break with Britain. Southern leaders not only were highly protective of
their political liberty but also were outraged by a proclamation issued in
November 1775 by Lord Dunmore, the British governor and military com-
mander in Virginia, offering freedom to any slave who escaped to his lines
and bore arms for the king.

In New York and Pennsylvania, however, the diversity of the popula-
tion made it difficult to work out a consensus on how far to go in resisting
British measures. Many established leaders drew back from further resis-
tance. Joseph Galloway, a Pennsylvania leader and delegate to the Second
Continental Congress who worked to devise a compromise between British
and colonial positions, warned that independence would be accompanied
by constant disputes within America. He even predicted a war between the
northern and southern colonies.

Paine's Common Sense

As 1776 dawned, America presented the unusual spectacle of colonists
at war against the British empire but still pleading for their rights within
it. Tronically, it was a recent emigrant from England, not a colonist from
a family long-established on American soil, who grasped the inner logic
of the situation and offered a vision of the broad significance of American
independence. Thomas Paine had emigrated to Philadelphia late in 1774.
He quickly became associated with a group of advocates of the American
cause, including John Adams and Dr. Benjamin Rush, a leading
Philadelphia physician. It was Rush who suggested to Paine that he writea
pamphlet supporting American independence.

Common Sense appeared in January 1776. The pamphlet began not with
a recital of colonial grievances but with an attack on the “so much boasted
Constitution of England” and the principles of hereditary rule and monarchi-
cal government. Rather than being the most perfect system of government
in the world, Paine wrote, the English monarchy was headed by “the royal
brute of England,” and the English constitution was composed in large part
of “the base remains of two ancient tyrannies . . . monarchical tyranny in the
person of the king [and] aristocratical tyranny in the persons of the peers.”

Turning to independence, Paine drew on the colonists’ experiences
to make his case. “There is something absurd,” he wrote, “in supposing a
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Continent to be perpetually governed by an island.” With independence,
moreover, the colonies could for the first time trade freely with the entire
world and insulate themselves from involvement in the endless imperial
wars of Europe. Membership in the British empire, Paine insisted, was a
burden to the colonies, not a benefit.

Toward the close of the pamphlet, Paine moved beyond practical con-
siderations to outline a breathtaking vision of the historical importance
of the American Revolution. “The cause of America,” he proclaimed in
stirring language, “is in great measure, the cause of all mankind.” The new
nation would become the home of freedom, “an asylum for mankind.”

Most of Paine’s ideas were not original. What made Common Sense
unique was his mode of expressing them and the audience he addressed.
Previous political writings had generally been directed toward the edu-
cated elite. Paine, however, pioneered a new style of political writing, one
designed to expand dramatically the public sphere where political discus-
sion took place. He wrote clearly and directly, and he avoided the complex
language and Latin phrases common in pamphlets aimed at educated
readers. Commeon Sense quickly became one of the most successful and
influential pamphlets in the history of political writing, selling, by Paine’s
estimate, some 150,000 copies. Paine directed that his share of the profits
be used to buy supplies for the Continental army.

In the spring of 1776, scores of American communities adopted
resolutions calling for a separation from Britain. Only six months elapsed
between the appearance of Common Sense and the decision by the Second
Continental Congress to sever the colonies’ ties with Great Britain.

The Declaration of Independence

On July 2, 1776, the Congress formally declared the United States an
independent nation. Two days later, it approved the Declaration of
Independence, written by Thomas Jefferson and revised by the Congress
before approval. (See the Appendix for the full text.) Most of the Declaration
consists of a lengthy list of grievances directed against King George 111,
ranging from quartering troops in colonial homes to imposing taxes
without the colonists’ consent. One clause in Jefferson’s draft, which con-
demned the inhumanity of the slave trade and criticized the king for over-
turning colonial laws that sought to restrict the importation of slaves, was
deleted by the Congress at the insistence of Georgia and South Carolina.
The Declaration’s enduring impact came not from the complaints
against George III but from Jefferson’s preamble, especially the second
paragraph, which begins, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all

The cover of Common Sense,
Thomas Paine's influential pamphlet
denouncing the idea of hereditary
rule and calling for American
independence.

Colonial grievances

Fefferson’s preamble
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“Unalienable rights™

The Declaration and American
freedom

America as a Symbol of Liberty,

a 1775 engraving from the cover
of the Pennsylvania Magazine,
edited by Thomas Paine soon after
his arrival in America. The shield
displays the colony's coat of arms.
The female figure holding a liberty
cap is surrounded by weaponry

of the patriotic struggle, including
a cartridge box marked “liberty,”
hanging from a tree (right).

men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.” By “unalienable rights,” Jefferson meant rights so basic, so
rooted in human nature itself, that no government could take them away.

Jefferson then went on to justify the breach with Britain. Government,
he wrote, derives its powers from “the consent of the governed.” When
a government threatens its subjects’ natural rights, the people have the
authority “to alter or to abolish it.” The Declaration of Independence is
ultimately an assertion of the right of revolution.

The Declaration also changed forever the meaning of American free-
dom. It completed the shift from the rights of Englishmen to the rights of
mankind as the object of American independence. No longer a set of specific
rights, no longer a privilege to be enjoyed by a corporate body or people in
certain social circumstances, liberty had become a universal entitlement.

When Jefferson substituted the “pursuit of happiness” for property
in the familiar triad that opens the Declaration, he tied the new nation’s
star to an open-ended, democratic process whereby individuals develop
their own potential and seck to realize their own life goals. Individual self-
fulfillment, unimpeded by government, would become a central element
of American freedom. Tradition would no longer rule the present, and
Americans could shape their socicty as they saw fit.

A distinctive definition of nationality resting on American freedom
was born in the Revolution. From the beginning, the idea of “American’
exceptionalism”—the belief that the United
States has a special mission to be a ref-
uge from tyranny, a symbol of freedom,
and a model for the rest of the world—
has occupied a central place in American
nationalism. The new nation declared
itself, in the words of Virginia leader James
Madison, the “workshop of liberty to the
Civilized World.” Countless sermons,
political tracts, and newspaper articles of
the time repeated this idea. Unburdened
by the institutions—monarchy, aristocracy,
hereditary privilege—that oppressed the
peoples of the Old World, America and

America alone was the place where the
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principle of universal freedom could take ; T S e e 1 o
root. This was why Jefferson addressed the

Declaration to “the opinions of mankind,”

not just the colonists themselves or Great
Britain.

First to add his name to the Declaration
of Independence was the Massachusetts
merchant John Hancock, president of the
Second Continental Congress, with a sig-

A fa PRoPRATY 1%

SRR R iy et 42 e
legend, that King George I1I could read it = iy SRR T i v R e
: z 3 D e O TR S | T

without his spectacles. S S B el o e

nature so large, he declared, according to

Inspired by the American Revolution,
the British reformer John Cartwright
published an appeal for the annual

The Global Declaration of Independence

The American colonists were less concerned with securing human : ) ’
election of Parliament as essential

rights for all mankind than with winning international recognition in 1o fiberty in Britain. He included an

their struggle for independence from Britain. But Jefferson hoped that  engraving contrasting the principles 1l
this rebellion would become “the signal of arousing men to burst the of reform, on the left, with despotism,
chains . . . and to assume the blessings and security of self-government.”  °" the right. il

And for more than two centuries, the Declaration has remained an

inspiration not only to generations of Americans denied the enjoyment
of their natural rights but to colonial pcoples around the world seeking
independence. The Declaration quickly appeared in French and German
translations, although not, at first, in Spanish, since the government
feared it would inspire dangerous ideas among the peoples of Spain’s
American empire.

In the years since 1776, numerous anti-colonial movements have Legacy of the Declaration
modeled their own declarations of independence on America’s, often it |
echoing Jefferson's own words. Today more than half the countries in i
the world, in places as far-flung as China (issued after the revolution of i
1911) and Vietnam (1945), have such declarations, though few of them
include a list, like Jefferson’s, of the rights of citizens that their govern-
ments cannot abridge.

But even more than the specific language of the Declaration, the
principle that legitimate political authority rests on the will of “the The will of “the people”
people” has been adopted around the world. The idea that “the people”
possess rights was quickly internationalized. Slaves in the Caribbean,
colonial subjects in India, and indigenous inhabitants of Latin America
could all speak this language, to the dismay of those who exercised power |
over them. 1 |
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SECURING INDEPENDENGE

The Balance of Power

Declaring Americans independent was one thing; winning independence
another. The newly created American army confronted the greatest mili-
tary power on earth. Viewing the Americans as traitors, Britain resolved
Britain's advantages to crush the rebellion. On the surface, the balance of power seemed heavily
weighted in Britain’s favor. It had a well-trained army (supplemented by
hired soldiers from German states like Hesse), the world’s most powerful
navy, and experienced military commanders. The Americans had to rely

on local militias and an inadequately equipped Continental army.
On the other hand, American soldiers were fighting on their own soil
American advantages for a cause that inspired devotion and sacrifice. During the eight years of
war from 1775 to 1783, some 200,000 men bore arms in the American army
(whose soldiers were volunteers) and militias (where service was required
of every able-bodied man unless he provided a substitute). The patriots
suffered dearly for the cause. Of the colonies’ free white male population
aged sixteen to forty-five, one in twenty died in the War of Independence,
the equivalent of nearly 3 million deaths in today’s population. But so long
as the Americans maintained an army in the field, the idea of independence

remained alive no matter how much territory the British occupied.

Despite British power, to conquer the thirteen colonies would be an
enormous and expensive task, and it was not at all certain that the public at
home wished to pay the additional taxes that a lengthy war would require.
Moreover, European rivals, notably France, welcomed the prospect of

The role of France a British defeat. If the Americans could forge an alliance with France, a
world power second only to Britain, it would go a long way toward equal-
izing the balance of forces.

Blacks in the Revolution

At the war's outset, George Washington refused to accept black recruits. But
he changed his mind after Lord Dunmore’s 1775 proclamation, which offered
freedom to slaves who joined the British cause. Some 5,000 blacks enlisted
in state militias and the Continental army and navy. Since individuals
drafted into the militia were allowed to provide a substitute, slaves suddenly
gained considerable bargaining power. Not a few acquired their freedom by
agreeing to serve in place of an owner or his son. In 1778, Rhode Island, with
a higher proportion of slaves in its population than any other New England

Trading military service
Sor freedom

state, formed a black regiment and promised freedom to slaves who enlisted,

158 Chapter 5 * The American Revolution




I

ces able to Pret ail in the ”L"."h".'j'_fJ'H.r.'xl'_n"_l' War?

while compensating the owners for their
loss of property. Blacks who fought under
George Washington and in other state mili-
tias did so in racially integrated companies
(although invariably under white officers).
They were the last black American soldiers
to do so officially until the Korean War.

Except for South Carolina and Georgia,
the southern colonies also enrolled free
blacks and slaves to fight. They were not
explicitly promised freedom, but many
received it individually after the war ended.

Fighting on the side of the British also offered opportunities for
freedom. Before his forces were expelled from Virginia, 800 or more
slaves had escaped from their owners to join Lord Dunmore’s Ethiopian
Regiment, wearing uniforms that bore the motto “Liberty to Slaves.”
Other escaped slaves served the Royal Army as spies, guided their troops
through swamps, and worked as military cooks, laundresses, and con-
struction workers. George Washington himself saw seventeen of his
slaves flee to the British, some of whom signed up to fight the colonists.
“There is not a man of them, but would leave us, if they believed they
could make their escape,” his cousin Lund Washington reported. “Liberty
is sweet.”

The First Years of the War

Had the British commander, Sir William Howe, prosecuted the war
more vigorously at the outset, he might have nipped the rebellion in
the bud by destroying Washington’s army. But although Washington
suffered numerous defeats in the first years of the war, he generally
avoided direct confrontations with the British and managed to keep
his army intact. Having abandoned Boston, Howe attacked New York
City in the summer of 1776. Washington’s army had likewise moved
from Massachusetts to Brooklyn to defend the city. Howe pushed
American forces back and almost cut off Washington's retreat across the
East River.

Howe pursued the American army but never managed to inflict
a decisive defeat. Demoralized by successive failures, however, many
American soldiers simply went home. Once 28,000 men, Washington'’s
army dwindled to fewer than 3,000. To restore morale and regain the
initiative, he launched successful surprise attacks on Hessian soldiers

American Foot Soldiers, Yorktown
Campaign, a 1781 watercolor by a
French officer, includes a black soldier
from the First Rhode Island Regiment,
an all-black unit of 250 men.

Early setbacks
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at Trenton, New Jersey, on December 26, 1776, and on a British force at !
Princeton on January 3, 1777. Shortly before crossing the Delaware River 3 | |
to attack the Hessians, Washington had Thomas Paine’s inspiring essay
The American Crisis read to his troops. “These are the times that try men's
souls,” Paine wrote. “The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will,
in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands it
now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman.”

||
i
k
How were Amervican forces able to prevail in the Revolutionary War?
‘|
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The Battle of Saratoga

In the summer of 1777, a second British army, led by General John
Burgoyne, advanced south from Canada, hoping to link up with Howe Howe and Burgoyne
and isolate New England. But in July, Howe instead moved his forces
from New York City to attack Philadelphia. In September, the Continental
Congress fled to Lancaster in central Pennsylvania, and Howe occupied
the City of Brotherly Love. Not having been informed of Burgoyne's plans,
Howe had unintentionally abandoned him. American forces blocked

Burgoyne's way, surrounded his army, and on October 17, 1777, forced
him to surrender at Saratoga. The victory provided a significant boost to !
American morale. |

During the winter of 1777-1778, the British army, now commanded :
by Sir Henry Clinton, was quartered in Philadelphia. (In the Revolution, |
as in most eighteenth-century wars, fighting came to a halt during the H
winter.) Meanwhile, Washington's army remained encamped at Valley Valley Forge ' j
Forge, where they suffered terribly from the frigid weather. Men who had I
other options simply went home. By the end of that difficult winter, recent i
immigrants and African-Americans made up half the soldiers at Valley .
Forge, and most of the rest were landless or unskilled laborers. :

But Saratoga helped to persuade the French that American victory
was possible. In 1778, American diplomats led by Benjamin Franklin
concluded a Treaty of Amity and Commerce in which France recognized Alliance with France i
the United States and agreed to supply military assistance. Soon after- :
ward, Spain also joined the war on the American side. French assistance
would play a decisive part in the war’s end. At the outset, however, i
the French fleet showed more interest in attacking British outposts [
in the West Indies than directly aiding the Americans. Nonetheless, il
French and Spanish entry transformed the War of Independence into a |l
global conflict. By putting the British on the defensive in places ranging i
from Gibraltar to the West Indies, it greatly complicated their military
prospects, @

SECURING INDEPENDENCE 161




The War in the South

In 1778, the focus of the war shifted to the South. Here the British hoped
to exploit the social tensions between backcountry farmers and wealthy
planters that had surfaced in the Regulator movements, to enlist the
support of the numerous colonists in the region who remained loyal to
the crown, and to disrupt the economy by encouraging slaves to escape. In
December 1778, British forces occupied Savannah, Georgia. In May 1780,
Clinton captured Charleston, South Carolina, and with it an American
army of 5,000 men.
The year 1780 was arguably the low point of the struggle for
independence. Congress was essentially bankrupt, and the army went
Setbacks in 1780 months without being paid. The British seemed successful in playing on
social conflicts within the colonics, as thousands of southern Loyalists
joined up with British forces (fourteen regiments from Savannah alone)
and tens of thousands of slaves sought freedom by fleeing to British
lines. In August, Lord Charles Cornwallis routed an American army
at Camden, South Carolina. The following month one of Washington’s
ablest commanders, Benedict Arnold, defected and almost succeeded
in turning over to the British the important fort at West Point on the
Hudson River.
But the British failed to turn these advantages into victory. British
commanders were unable to consolidate their hold on the South. Wherever

their forces went, American militias harassed them. Hit-and-run attacks

Militia attacks by militiamen under Francis Marion, called the “swamp fox” because his
men emerged from hiding places in swamps to strike swiftly and then dis-
appear, eroded the British position in South Carolina. A bloody civil war
engulfed North and South Carolina and Georgia, with patriot and Loyalist
militias inflicting retribution on each other and plundering the farms of
their opponents’ supporters. The brutal treatment of civilians by British
forces under Colonel Banastre Tarleton persuaded many Americans to
join the patriot cause.

Victory at Last

In January 1781, American forces under Daniel Morgan dealt a crush-
ing defeat to Tarleton at Cowpens, South Carolina. Two months later, at
Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina, General Nathanael Greene, while
conducting a campaign of strategic retreats, inflicted heavy losses on
Lord Charles Cornwallis, the British commander in the South. Cornwallis
Yorktown moved into Virginia and encamped at Yorktown, located on a peninsula

162 Chapter 5 * The American Revolution




¢ American force le to prevail in the Revolutionary Wi

that juts into Chesapeake Bay. Brilliantly
recognizing the opportunity to surround
Cornwallis, Washington rushed his forces,
augmented by French troops under the
Marquis de Lafayette, to block a British
escape by land. Meanwhile, a French fleet
controlled the mouth of the Chesapeake,
preventing supplies and reinforcements
from reaching Cornwallis’s army.

Imperial rivalries had helped to create
the American colonies. Now, the rivalry
of European empires helped to secure
American independence. Taking land and
sea forces together, more Frenchmen than Americans participated in the
decisive Yorktown campaign. On October 19, 1781, Cornwallis surren-
dered his army of 8,000 men. When the news reached London, public
support for the war evaporated and peace negotiations soon began.

Two years later, in September 1783, American and British negotiators
concluded the Treaty of Paris. The American delegation—John Adams,
Benjamin Franklin, and John Jay—achieved one of the greatest diplo-
matic triumphs in the country’s history. They not only won recognition
of American independence but also gained control of the entire region
between Canada and Florida east of the Mississippi River and the right of
Americans to fish in Atlantic waters off of Canada (a matter of consider-
able importance to New Englanders). At British insistence, the Americans
agreed that colonists who had remained loyal to the mother country would
not suffer persecution and that Loyalists’ property that had been seized by
local and state governments would be restored.

Until independence, the thirteen colonies had formed part of Britain's
American empire, along with Canada and the West Indies. But Canada
rebuffed repeated calls to join the War of Independence, and leaders of the
West Indies, fearful of slave uprisings, also remained loyal to the crown.
With the Treaty of Paris, the United States of America became the Western
Hemisphere's first independent nation. Its boundaries reflected not so
much the long-standing unity of a geographical region, but the circum-
stances of its birth.

A French engraving depicts New
Yorkers tearing down the statue of
King George Ill in July 1776, after
the approval of the Declaration of
Independence. Slaves are doing
the work, while whites look on. The
statue was later melted down to

make bullets for the Continental army.

Territorial gains
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