
THE 
DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE



The American Revolution was really three 
related series of events:

1) A revolution in values and political 
thought, specifically linked to the 
Enlightenment.

2) A series of  escalating political events 
following the Seven Years War.

3) A war for independence.



The Declaration of  Independence has become the 
symbol of  all of  these events.





July 4, 1776:

The Declaration of  Independence has a clear structure:

Part 1: Principles that are (or should be) true for 
all people and their relationships to government.

Part 2: A list of  grievances with the King 
(all of  the ways that the King has violated Part 1). 

Part 3: Conclusion 
(Since Part 1 is true, Part 2 is true, and attempts to reconcile 
failed, independence is the only proper 
course of  action).



Part 1: Principles that are (or should be) true for 
all people and their relationships to government.

These principles clearly reference the ideas of  Voltaire, 
John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau:

“all men are created equal”

Governments derive their authority “from the 
consent of the governed”

“it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new 
Government”



Part 2: A list of  grievances with the King 
(all of  the ways that the King has violated Part 1). 

All of  these complaints are references to actual 
historical events. For example, this portion references 
the various sections of  the Coercive Acts:

“For Quartering large bodies of armed 
troops among us…

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
punishment for any Murders..

For cutting of our Trade with all parts of the 
World…”



Part 3: Conclusion 
(Since Part 1 is true, Part 2 is true, and attempts to reconcile 
failed, independence is the only proper 
course of  action):

“We have warned them…we have appealed to 
their native justice…They too have been deaf to the voice 
of justice…

We, therefore…solemnly publish and declare, That 
these United Colonies are…Free and Independent 
States.”





Among the key portions of the Declaration removed by Congress 
was a grievance related to slavery:

“he has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its 
most sacred rights of life & liberty in the persons of a distant 
people who never offended him, captivating & carrying them into 
slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their 
transportation thither.

This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of  infidel powers, is the 
warfare of  the Christian king of  Great Britain, determined to keep 
open a market where MEN should be bought & sold…He is now 
exciting those very people to rise in arms among us, and to 
purchase that liberty of  which he has deprived them, by murdering 
the people for whom he also obtruded them thus paying off  former 
crimes committed against the liberties of  one people, with crimes 
which he urges them to commit against the lives of  another.”



This grievance accused the King of a crime 
against “humanity itself” in the form of slavery.

It also chastised the King for “Dunmore’s 
Proclamation.”

Removed to placate southerners.

Jefferson made clear his understanding that 
slavery was a moral abomination.




