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Le Guin's Morality Tale: A Response to

“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”
“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas

” by Ursula K. Le Guin is
a heartbreaking mor

ality tale from The Wind’s Twelve

Quarters: Short
Stories. The story takes place in

Omelas, a utopian society where ev

erything
seems perfect. However, this perfection is offset by the suffering of a child.

In the end, Ursula K. Le Guin’s illustration of the dark contrast between

happiness and wickedness represents the difficult choices we, as human

beings, must make in life.

During the exposition of the story, 1 was mesmerized by the whimsi-

cal, fairy-tale qualities Omelas appeared to have. A shimmering beacon of

utopia, everyone in Omelas is at peace and without guilt. Religion, politics,
violence, limits, and inhibitions do not exist in this everlasting nirvana. As
a cinephile, the city brought to My memory two films with similar‘utopias;
Pleasantville and The Truman Show. However, these movies and “The Ones
Who Walk Away from Omelas” also share a twist: their flawless universes
—— elaborate ruse to mask a disturbing secret.

| began O feel skeptical about Omelas even before Ursula K. Le Guin
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