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QUESTIONS

What were the main
elements of the market

revolution?

How did the market
revolution spark social
change?

How did the meanings of
American freedom change
in this period?

How did the market
revolution affect the lives
of workers, women, and
African-Americans?

- = @ @

n 1824, the Marquis de Lafayette visited the United States. Nearly

fifty years had passed since, as a youth of twenty, the French

nobleman fought at Washington’s side in the War of Independence.
Since 1784, when he had last journeyed to the United States, the nation’s
population had tripled to nearly 12 million, its land area had more than
doubled, and its political institutions had thrived. The thirteen states
of 1784 had grown to twenty-four, and Lafayette visited every one. He
traveled up the Mississippi and Ohio rivers by steamboat, a recent
invention that was helping to bring economic development to the trans-
Appalachian West, and crossed upstate New York via the Erie Canal, the
world’s longest man-made waterway, which linked the region around the
Great Lakes with the Atlantic coast via the Hudson River.

Americans in the first half of the nineteenth century were fond of
describing liberty as the defining quality of their new nation, the unique
genius of its institutions. Likenesses of the goddess of Liberty, a familiar
figure in eighteenth-century British visual imagery, became even more
common in the United States, appearing in paintings and sculpture and
on folk art from weather vanes to quilts and tavern signs. In Democracy in
America, the French historian and politician Alexis de Tocqueville wrote
of the “holy cult of freedom” he encountered on his own visit to the United
States during the early 1830s. “For fifty years,” he wrote, “the inhabitants
of the United States have been repeatedly and constantly told that they
are the only religious, enlightened, and free people. They ... have an
immensely high opinion of themselves and are not far from believing that
they form a species apart from the rest of the human race.”

Even as Lafayette, Tocqueville, and numerous other visitors from
abroad toured the United States, however, Americans’ understandings
of freedom were changing. Three historical processes unleashed by
the Revolution accelerated after the War of 1812: the spread of market
relations, the westward movement of the population, and the rise of a
vigorous political democracy. (The first two will be discussed in this
chapter, the third in Chapter 10.) All helped to reshape the idea of
freedom, identifying it ever more closely with economic opportunity,
physical mobility, and participation in a vibrantly democratic political
system.

But American freedom also continued to be shaped by the presence
of slavery. Lafayette, who had purchased a plantation in the West Indies
and freed its slaves, once wrote, “I would never have drawn my sword
in the cause of America if I could have conceived that thereby I was
founding a land of slavery.” Yet slavery was moving westward with the
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What were the main elements of the market revolution?

young republic. Half a century after the winning of independence, the
coexistence of liberty and slavery, and their simultaneous expansion,
remained the central contradiction of American life.

A NEW ECONOMY

In the first half of the nineteenth century, an economic transformation An economic transformation
known to historians as the market revolution swept over the United States.
Its cataly series of innovations in transportation and communica-
tion. The market revolution was a leration of developments already

under way : southern

Appalachian Mountains
tates along the Atlant S =y found
themselves more and more isolated from markets. In 1800, American
farm families produced at home most of what thes :d, from clothing
to farm implements. What they could not make t} selves, they obtained
by bartering with their neighbors or purchasing from local stores and
from rural craftsmen like blacksmiths and shoemakers. Those farmers
not located near cities or navigable waterways found it almost impos-
sible to market their produce. Many An S ed their energies to
solving the technological problems that inhibited commerce within the
country.

In the first half of the nineteenth century, in rapid succession, the steam-
boat, canal, railroad, and telegraph wrenched America out of its economic

innovations opened new land to settlement, lowered trans-
portation costs, and made it far easier for economic enterprises to sell
their products. They linked farmers to national and world markets and
made them major consumers of manufactured goods. Americans, wrote

Toequeville, had “annihilatec




The Cumberland road

Advantages of the steamboat

Connecting New York City
and the Old Northwest

A view of New York City, in 1849,

by the noted lithographer Nathaniel
Currier, Steamships and sailing
vessels of various sizes crowd the
harbor of the nation's largest city and
busiest port.

In 1806, Congress authorized the construction of the paved National
Road from Cumberland, Maryland, to the Old Northwest. It reached
Wheeling, on the Ohio River, in 1818 and by 1838 extended to Illinois,
where it ended. But it was improved water transportation that most dra-
matically increased the speed and lowered the expense of commerce.

Robert Fulton, a Pennsylvania-born artist and engineer, had experi-
mented with steamboat designs while living in France during the 1790s.
But not until 1807, when Fulton's ship, the Clermont, navigated the Hudson
River from New York City to Albany, was the steamboat’s technological
and commercial feasibility demonstrated. The invention made possible
upstream commerce (that is, travel against the current) on the country’s
major rivers as well as rapid transport across the Great Lakes and, eventu-
ally, the Atlantic Ocean. By 1811, the first steamboat had been introduced
on the Mississippi River; twenty years later some 200 plied its waters.

The Erie Canal

The completion in 1825 of the 363-mile Erie Canal across upstate New
York (a remarkable feat of engineering at a time when America’s next larg-
est canal was only twenty-eight miles long) allowed goods to flow between
the Great Lakes and New York City. Almost instantaneously, the canal
attracted an influx of farmers migrating from New England, giving birth
to cities like Buffalo, Rochester, and Syracuse along its path.

New York governor DeWitt Clinton, who oversaw the construction of
the state-financed canal, predicted that it would make New York City “the
granary of the world, the emporium of commerce, the seat of manufac-

tures, the focus of great moneyed operations.” And, indeed, the canal gave
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New York City primacy over competing ports in access to trade with the
Old Northwest, In its financing by the state government, the Erie Canal
typified the developing transportation infrastructure. S e
The completion of the Erie Canal —et_Eﬁ'?scramble among other states
to match New York's success. Several borrowed so much money to finance
elaborate programs of canal construction that they went bankrupt dur-
ing the economic depression that began in 1837, By then, however, more
than 3,000 miles of canals had been built, creating a network linking
the Atlantic states with the Ohio and M1ss:ssmp1 va]leys and drastically

reducing the cost of transportation.

State spending for internal
improvements

Railroads and the Telegraph

Canals connected existing waterways. The railroad opened vast new areas
of the American interior to settlement, while stimulating the mining of coal
for fuel and the manufacture of iron for locomotives and rails. Work on the
Baltimore and Ohio, the nation’s first commercial railroad, began in 1828.
By 1860, the railroad network had grown to 30,000 miles, more than the
total in the rest of the world combined.

An 1827 engraving designed to show At the same time, the telegraph made possible instantaneous commu-
the feasibility of railroads driven by nication throughout the nation. The device was invented during the 1830s
sttwer piweresl JodorEIvel, anc by Samuel F. B. Morse, an artist and amateur scientist living in New York

dedicated to the president of the _ di g ial . in 1844. Withi i
Baltimors and Ohio Railroad, which City, and it was put into commercial operation in . Within sixteen

began construction in the following years, some 50,000 miles of telegraph wire had been strung. Initially, the
year. The engraver placed passengers  telegraph was a service for businesses, and especially newspapers, rather
as far from the locomotive as than individuals. It helped speed the flow of information and brought uni-

possible to ensure their safety in case
of an explosion.

formity to prices throughout the country.
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These maps illustrate how the

transportation revolution of the early
nineteenth century made possible
much more rapid travel within the
United States.

Expansion into Florida

it

had left behind. Upstate New York and the Upper Northwest resembled
New England, with its small towns, churches, and schools, while the Lower
South replicated the plantation-based society of the southern Atlantic states.

National boundaries made little difference to territorial expansion—
in Florida, and later in Texas and Oregon, American settlers rushed in
to claim land under the jurisdiction of foreign countries (Spain, Mexico,
and Britain) or Indian tribes, confident that American sovereignty would
soon follow in their wake. In 1810, American residents of West Florida
rebelled and seized Baton Rouge, and the United States soon annexed the
area. The drive for the acquisition of East Florida was spurred by Georgia
and Alabama planters who wished to eliminate a refuge for fugitive slaves
and hostile Seminole Indians. Andrew Jackson led troops into the area in
1818. While on foreign soil, he created an international crisis by execut-
ing two British traders and a number of Indian chiefs. Although Jackson
withdrew, Spain, aware that it could not defend the territory, sold it to the
United States in the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819 negotiated by John
Quincy Adams.
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Successive censuses told the remarkable story of western growth. In
1840, by which time the government had sold to settlers and land companies
nearly 43 million acres of land, 7 million Americans—two-fifths of the total
population—lived beyond the Appalachian Mountains. Between 1810 and
1830, Ohio's population grew from 231,000 to more than 900,000. It reached
nearly 2 million in 1850, when it ranked third among all the states. The careers
of the era's leading public figures reflected the westward movement. Andrew
Jackson, Henry Clay, and many other statesmen were born in states along the
Atlantic coast but made their mark in politics after moving west.

The Cotton Kingdom

Although the market revolution and westward expansion occurred simul-
taneously in the North and the South, their combined effects heightened
the nation’s sectional divisions. In some ways, the most dynamic feature
of the American economy in the first thirty years of the nineteenth cen-
tury was the rise of the Cotton Kingdom. The early industrial revolution,
which began in England and soon spread to parts of the North, centered
on factories producing cotton textiles with water-powered spinning and
weaving machinery. These factories generated an immense demand for
cotton, a crop the Deep South was particularly suited to growing because
of its climate and soil fertility. Until 1793, the marketing of cotton had been
slowed by the laborious task of ré]novir:g seeds from the plant itself. But

TABLE 9.1 Population Growth of

Selected Western States, 1800-1850
(Excluding Indians)

STATE 1810 1830 1850

Alabama 9,000 310,000 772,000
lllinois 12,000 157,000 851,000
Indiana 25,000 343,000 988,000
Louisiana 77,000 216,000 518,000
Mississippi 31,000 137,000 607,000
Missouri 20,000 140,000 682,000
Ohio 231,000 938,000 1,980,000

40 percent of Americans west
of the Appalachian Mountains

Cotton and industry

A NEW ECONOMY
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slave-based social order of the older states. The region remained over-
whelmingly rural. In 1860, roughly 80 percent of southerners worked the
land—the same proportion as in 1800.

Commercial Farmers

In the North, however, the market revolution and westward expansion
set in motion changes that transformed the region into an integrated
economy of commercial farms and manufacturing cities. As the Old
Northwest became a more settled society, bound by a web of transporta-
tion and credit to eastern centers of commerce and banking, farmers found
themselves drawn into the new market economy. They increasingly con-
centrated on growing crops and raising livestock for sale, while purchas-
ing at stores goods previously produced at home.

Western farmers found in the growing cities of the East a market for
their produce and a source of credit. Loans originating with eastern banks

A trade card depicts the interior of
a chair-manufacturing workshop in
New York City. The owner stands at

the center, dressed quite differently and insurance companies financed the acquisition of land and supplies
from his employees. The men are and, in the 1840s and 1850s, the purchase of fertilizer and new agricul-
using traditional hand tools; furniture  tural machinery to expand production. The steel plow, invented by John
manufacturing had not yet been Deere in 1837 and mass-produced by the 1850s, made possible the rapid
mechanized.

subduing of the western prairies. The reaper, a horse-drawn machine
that greatly increased the amount of wheat a farmer could harvest, was
invented by Cyrus McCormick in 1831 and produced in large quanti-
ties soon afterward. Eastern farmers, unahle to grow wheat and corn as
cheaply as their western counterparts, increasingly concentrated on pro-
ducing dairy products, fruits, and vegetables for nearby urban centers.

The Growth of Cities

From the beginning, cities formed part of the western frontier. Cincinnati
was known as “porkopolis,” after its slaughterhouses where hundreds
of thousands of pigs were butchered each year and processed for ship-

Western cities ment to eastern consumers of meat. The greatest of all the western cities
was Chicago. In the early 1830s, it was a tiny settlement on the shore of
Lake Michigan. By 1860, thanks to the railroad, Chicago had become the
nation’s fourth largest city, where farm products from throughout the
Northwest were gathered to be sent east.

Like rural areas, urban centers witnessed dramatic changes due to
the market revolution. Urban merchants, bankers, and master craftsmen
took advantage of the economic opportunities created by the expanding
market among commercial farmers. The drive among these businessmen
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did the mar

A painting of Cincinnati, self-styled
Queen City of the West, from 1835,
Steamboats line the Ohio River
waterfront.

to increase production and reduce labor costs fundamentally altered the

nature of work. Traditionally, skilled artisans had manufactured goods

at home, where they controlled the pace and intensity of their own labor.

Now, entrepreneurs gathered artisans into large workshops in order to A broadside from 1853 illustrates
oversee their work and subdivide their tasks. Craftsmen who traditionally  the leng hours of work (from 5 au

produced an entire pair of shoes or piece of furniture saw the labor process
broken down into numerous steps requiring far less skill and training.
They found themselves subjected to constant supervision by their employ-

ers and relentless pressure for greater output and lower wages.

In some industries, most notably textiles, the factory super-
seded traditional craft production altogether. Factories gath-
ered large groups of workers under central supervision and
replaced hand tools with power-driven machinery. Samuel
Slater, an immigrant from England, established America's first
factory in 1790 at Pawtucket, Rhode Island. Since British law
made it illegal to export the plans for industrial machinery,
Slater, a skilled mechanic, built from memory a power-driven
spinning jenny, one of the key inventions of the early industrial

revolution.

to 6:30 em with brief breaks for
meals) in the textile mills of Holyoke,
Massachusetts. Factory labor was
strictly regulated by the clock.

'l'tik lf ﬁa Hnlyotl m
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Spinning factories such as Slater’s produced yarn, which was then
sent to traditional hand-loom weavers and farm families to be woven into
cloth. This “outwork” system, in which rural men and women earned
money by taking in jobs from factories, typified early industrialization.
Eventually, however, the entire manufacturing process in textiles, shoes,
and many other products was brought under a single factory roof.

The cutoff of British imports because of the Embargo of 1807 and the
War of 1812 stimulated the establishment of the first large-scale American
factory utilizing power looms for weaving cotton cloth. This was constructed
in 1814 at Waltham, Massachusetts, by a group of merchants who came to be
Women at work tending machines in  called the Boston Associates. In the 1820s, they expanded their enterprise by
the Lowell textile mills. creating an entirely new factory town (incorporated as the city of Lowell in
1836) on the Merrimack River, twenty-seven miles from Boston. Here they
built a group of modern textile factories that brought together all phases of
production from the spinning of thread to the weaving and finishing of cloth.

The earliest factories, including those at Pawtucket, Waltham, and
Lowell. were located along the “fall line,” where waterfalls and river rapids

could be harnessed to provide power for spinning and weaving machinery.
Steam power and factories By the 1840s, steam power made it possible for factory owners to locate in
towns like New Bedford that were nearer to the coast, and in large cities
like Philadelphia and Chicago with their immense local markets. In 1850,
manufacturers produced in factories not only textiles but also a wide vari-
ety of other goods, including tools, firearms, shoes, clocks, ironware, and
agricultural machinery. What came to be called the “American system
Interchangable parts of manufactures” relied on the mass production of interchangeable parts
that could be rapidly assembled into standardized finished products. More
impressive, in a way, than factory production was the wide dispersion of
mechanical skills throughout northern society. Every town, it seemed,
had its sawmill, paper mill, iron works, shoemaker, hatmaker, tailor, and
a host of other such small enterprises.

The “Mill Girls”

Although some factories employed entire families, the early New England
Female and child labor textile mills relied largely on female and child labor. At Lowell, the most
famous center of early textile manufacturing, young unmarried women
from Yankee farm families dominated the workforce that tended the
spinning machines. To persuade parents to allow their daughters to leave
home to work in the mills, Lowell owners set up boarding houses with
strict rules regulating personal behavior. They also established lecture
halls and churches to occupy the women’s free time.
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Young women workers from the
Amoskeag textile mills in Manchester,
New Hampshire, photographed
in 1854,

NUMBER OF

YEARS IMMIGRANTS
1841-1845 430,000
1846-1850 1,283,000
1851-1855 1,748,000
1856-1860 850,000

1840 and 1860, over 4 million people (more than the entire population in
1790) entered the United States, the majority from Ireland and Germany.
About 90 percent headed for the northern states, where job opportunities
were most abundant and the new arrivals would not have to compete with
slave labor. In 1860, the 814,000 residents of New York City, the major
port of entry, included more than 384,000 immigrants, and one-third of
the population of Wisconsin was foreign-born.

Numerous factors inspired this massive flow of population across the
Atlantie. In Europe, the modernization of agriculture and the industrial
revolution disrupted centuries-old patterns of life, pushing peasants off
the land and eliminating the jobs of traditional craft workers. The intro-
duction of the oceangoing steamship and the railroad made long-distance
travel more practical. Moreover, America’s political and religious free-
doms attracted Europeans, including political refugees from the failed
revolutions of 1848, who chafed under the continent’s repressive govern-
ments and rigid social hierarchies.

The largest number of immigrants, however, were refugees from
disaster—Irish men and women fleeing the Great Famine of 1845-1851,
when a blight destroyed the potato crop on which the island’s diet relied.
An estimated 1 million persons starved to death and another million
emigrated in those years, most of them to the United States. Lacking
industrial skills and capital, these impoverished agricultural laborers
and small farmers ended up filling the low-wage unskilled jobs native-
born Americans sought to avoid. Male Irish immigrants built America’s
railroads, dug canals, and worked as common laborers, servants, long-
shoremen, and factory operatives. Irish women frequently went to work
as servants in the homes of native-born Americans, although
some preferred factory work to domestic service. By the end of the
1850s, the Lowell textile mills had largely replaced Yankee farm
women with immigrant Irish families. Four-fifths of Irish immi-
grants remained in the Northeast.

The second-largest group of immigrants, Germans, included
a considerably larger number of skilled craftsmen than thelrish.
Germans also settled in tightly knit neighborhoods in eastérn cities,
but many were able to move to the West, where they established
themselves as craftsmen, shopkeepers, and farmers. The “German |
triangle.” as the cities of Cincinnati, St. Louis, and Milwaukee were
sometimes called, all attracted large German populations.

Some 40,000 Scandinavians also emigrated to the United
States in these years, most of whom settled on farms in the Old
Northwest.

Chapter 9 # The Market Revolution
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world would be worked out. His sermon inspired a mob to burna Catholic
convent in the city.

The Irisheinflux of the 1840s and 1850s thoroughly alarmed many
native-born Americans and led to violent anti-immigrant riots in New
York City and Philadelphia. Those who feared the impact of immigration
on American political and social life were called “nativists.” They blamed
immigrants for urban crime, political corruption,iand a fondness for
intoxicating liquor, and they accused them of undercutting native-born

Nativist stereotypes skilled laborers by working for starvation wages. Stereotypes similar to
those directed at blacks flourished regarding the Irish as well- childlike,
lazy, and slaves of their passions, they were said to be unsuited for repub-
lican freedom.

The Transformation of Law

American law increasingly supported the efforts of entrepreneurs to par-
ticipate in the market revolution, while shielding them from interference
by local governments and liability for some of the less desirable results of

Corporations economic growth Wﬁ&mmm became cen-
& . ket economy. A corporate firm enjoys special privileges

smd powers granted n agham:r from the government, among them that
investors and directors are not personally liable for the company’s debts.
Unlike companies owned by an individual, family, or limited partnership,
in other words, a corporation can fail without ruining its directors and
stockholders.

Many Americans distrusted corporate charters as a form of
government-granted special privilege. But the courts upheld their valid-
ity, while opposing efforts by established firms to limit competition from
newcomers. In Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819), John Marshall's
Supreme Court defined corporate charters issued by state legislatures
as contracts, which future lawmakers could not alter or rescind. Five
vears later, in.Gibbons v. Ogden, the Court struck down a monopoly the
New York legislature had granted for steamboat navigation. And in
1837, with Roger B. Taney now the chief justice, the Court ruled that
the Massachusetts legislature did not infringe the charter of an existing

Court decisions on the economy company that had constructed a bridge over the Charles River when it
empowered a second company to build a competing bridge. The commu-
nity, Taney declared, had a legitimate interest in promoting transporta-
tion and prosperity.
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THE FREE INDIVIDUAL

By the 1830s, the market revolution and westward expansion had pro-
duced a society that amazed European visitors: energetic, materialistic,
and seemingly in constant motion. Alexis de Tocqueville was struck by
Americans’ restless energy and apparent lack of attachment to place. “No
sooner do you set foot on American soil,” he observed, “than you find your-
self in a sort of tumult. All around you, everything is on the move.”

The West and Freedom

Westward expansion and the market revolution reinforced some older
ideas of freedom and helped to create new ones. American freedom, for
example, had long been linked with the availability of land in the West.
A New York journalist, John L. O’Sullivan, first employed the phrase
“manifest destiny.” meaning that the United States had a divinely appointed
mission, so obvious as to be beyond dispute, to occupy all of North America.
Americans, he proclaimed, had a far better title to western lands than could
be providcd by any imernationg'] treaty, right of discovery, or long-term
settlement, /

O’Sullivan wrote these words in 1845, but the essential idea was
familiar much earlier. Many/Americans believed that the settlement and
economic exploitation of the West would prevent the United States from
following the path of Europe and becoming a society with fixed social
classes and a large group of wage-earning poor. In the West, where land
was more readily available and oppressive factory labor far less com-
mon, there continued to be the chance to achieve economic independence,
the social condition of freedom. In national myth and ideology, the West
would long remain, as the writer Wallace Stegner would later put it, “the
last home of the freeborn American.”

The Transcendentalists

The restless, competitive world of the market revolution strongly encour-
aged the identification of American freedom with the absence of restraints
on self-directed individuals seeking economic advancement and personal
development. The “one important revolution” of the day, the philosopher
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote in the 1830s, was “the new value of the pri-
vate man.” In Emerson'’s definition, rather than a preexisting set of rights
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|
'l or privileges, freedom was an open-ended process of self-realization by
l | which individuals could remake themselves and their own lives.

Emerson was perhaps the most prominent member of a group of New

, England intellectuals known as the transcendentalists, who insisted on

the primacy of individual judgment over existing social traditions and

Emerson and Thoreau institutions. Emerson’s Concord, Massachusetts, neighbor, the writer

Henry David Thoreau, echoed his call for individual self-reliance. “Any

man more right than his neighbors,” Thoreau wrote, “is a majority of one.”

In his own life, Thoreau illustrated Emerson’s point about the pri-

i macy of individual conscience in matters political, social, and personal,

1 and the need to find one’s own way rather than following the crowd.

Thoreau became persuaded that modern society stifled individual judg-

; ment by making men “tools of their tools,” trapped in stultifying jobs by

their obsession with acquiring wealth. Even in “this comparatively free

country,” he wrote, most persons were so preoccupied with material
things that they had no time to contemplate the beauties of nature,

To escape this fate, Thoreau retreated for two years to a cabin on
Walden Pond near Concord, where he could enjoy the freedom of isola-
tion from the “economical and moral tyranny” he believed ruled American

society. He subsequently published Walden (1854), an account of his expe-
The daguerreotype, an early form ” p— 2 g P iy
of photography, required the sitter riences and a critique of how the market revolution was, in his opinion,
1o remain perfectly still for twenty degrading both Americans’ values and the natural environment. An
seconds or longer. The philosopher area that had been covered with dense forest in his youth, he observed,

Ralph Waldo Emerson, depicted here,  had been so transformed by woodcutters and farmers that it had become
did not like the result. He complained

almost completely devoid of trees and wild animals. Thoreau appealed to
in his journal that in his “zeal not to i & —— A i

: Americans to “simplify” their lives rather than become obsessed with the
blur the image," every muscle had

become “rigid” and his face was aceumulation of wealth. Genuine freedom, he insisted, lay within.

fixed in a frown as “in madness, or
in death.”

The Second Great Awakening

The popular religious revivals that swept the country during the Second
Great Awakening added a religious underpinning to the celebration of
personal self-improvement, self-reliance, and self-determination. These
revivals, which began at the turn of the century, were originally orga-
nized by established religious leaders alarmed by low levels of church
attendance in the young republic (perhaps as few as 10 percent of white
Americans regularly attended church during the 1790s). But they quickly
expanded far beyond existing churches. They reached a crescendo in the
1820s and early 1830s, when the Reverend Charles Grandison Finney held
months-long revival meetings in upstate New York and New York City.
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From Ralph Waldo Emerson,

“The American Scholar” (1837) |

Ralph Waldo Emerson was perhaps the most prominent intellectual in nﬁd-nineteépth-century
America. In this famous address, delivered at Harvard College, he insisted on the"mrimacy of
individual judgment over existing social traditions as the essence of freedom.

Perhaps the time is already come, when . . . the sluggard intellect of this continent will look from under
its iron lids and fill the postponed expectation of the world with something better than the exertions of
mechanical skill. Our day of dependence, our long apprenticeship to the learning of other lands, draws
toaclose.. ..

In self-trust, all the virtues are comprehended. Free should the scholar be—free and brave. Free even
to the definition of freedom. ... Not he is great who can alter matter, but he who can alter my state of
mind. They are the kings of the world who give the color of their present thought to all nature and all
art. ..

[A]sign of the times . . . is the new importance given to the single individual. Every thing that tends to

insulate the individual—to surround him with barriers of natural respect, so that each man shall feel the
world is his, and man shall treat with man as a sovereign state with a sovereign state —tends to true union
as well as greatness. ‘1 learned,’ said the melancholy Pestalozzi [a Swiss educator], “that no man in God’s
wide earth is either willing or able to help any other man.” Help must come from his bosom alone. . ..

We have listened too long to the courtly muses of Europe. The spirit of the American freeman is
already suspected to be timid, imitative, tame. ... The scholar is decent, indolent, complaisant. See
already the tragic consequence. The mind of this country taught to aim at low objects, eats upon itself.
Young men . .. do not yet see, that if the single man [should] plant himself indomitably on his instincts,
and there abide, the huge world will come round to him. ... We will walk on our own feet; we will work
with our own hands; we will speak our own minds.
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From “"Factory Life as It Is,

by an Operative” (1845)

Beginning in the 1830s, young women who worked in the cotton textile factories in Lowell,
Massachusetts, organized to demand shorter hours of work and better labor conditions. In
this pamphlet from 1845, a factory worker details her grievances as well as those of female
domestic workers, the largest group of women workers.

Philanthropists of the nineteenth century!—shall not the operatives of our country be permitted to speak
« for themselves? Shall the worthy laborer be awed into silence by wealth and power, and for fear of being
deprived of the means of procuring his daily bread? Shall tyranny and cruel oppression be allowed to
rivet the chains of physical and mental slavery on the millions of our country who are the real producers
of all its improvements and wealth, and they fear to speak out in noble self-defense? Shall they fear to
appeal to the sympathies of the people, or the justice of this far-famed republican nation? God forbid!

Much has been written and spoken in woman's behalf, especially in America; and yet a large class of
females are, and have been, destined to a state of servitude as degrading as unceasing toil can make it. [
refer to the female operatives of New England—the free states of our union—the states where no colored
slave can breathe the balmy air, and exist as such—but yet there are those, a host of them, too, who are
in fact nothing more nor less than slaves in every sense of the word! 8laves to a system of labor which
requires them to toil from five until seven o’clock, with one hour only to attend to the wants of nature,
allowed —slaves to ignorance—and how can it be otherwise? What time has the operative to bestow on
moral, religious or intellectual culture? Common sense will teach every one the utter impossibility of
improving the mind under these circumstances, however great the desire may be for knowledge.

Again, we hear much said on the subject of benevolence among the wealthy and so called,

|
Christian part of community. Have we not cause o question the sincerity of those who, while they talk

benevolence|in the parlor, compel their help to

labor for a mean, paltry pittance in the kitchen?
And while tﬁey manifest great concern for the QUESTIONS
souls of the heathen in distant lands, care nothing
for the bodies and intellects of those within their
own precinets? . . .

In the strength of our united influence we 2. Why does the female factory worker
will soon show these drivelling cotton lords, this compare her conditions with those of
mushroom aristocracy of New England, who so slaves?
arrogantly aspire to lord it over God's heritage,
that our rights cannot be trampled upon with 3. What does the contrast between these
impunity; that we WILL not longer submit to that two documents suggest about the
arbitrary power which has for the last ten years impact of the market revolution on
been so abundantly exercised over us. American thought?

1. How does Emerson define the freedom
of what be calls “the single individual”?

VOICES OF FREEDOM
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Das neue Jerusalem (The New
Jerusalem), an early-nineteenth-
century watercolor, in German,
illustrates the narrow gateway to
heaven and the fate awaiting sinn

in hell. These were common themes
of preachers in the Second Great
Awakening.

T T——— L T T T T T e KL KT T

eph Smith

works. Every person, Finney insisted,
woral free agent”—that is, a pe
to choose between a Christian life and sin.
Re st ministers seized the oppor-
tunities offered by the market revolution to
spread their message. They raised funds,
¢ed on lengthy preaching tours

of religionto mass participation and their

sage that ordinary Americans could
shape their gwn spiritual destinies reso-
nated with the spread of market values.

angelical preachers can

the ra
ath of the Erie (
and professional clas Evangelical
ers plomnl(-rl what might be called a controlled individualism
: 1om. In stressing the importance of industry, sobriety,
and self-discipline as examples of freely chosen moral behavior, evan-
gelical preachers promoted the very q nalities necessary for success in a

market culture.

promoted com-
t religion vibrant and pr:_n"notecl the
essful of the reli

]useph “'ﬂ'ﬂlth a htmer in upstate New
ns. Hee hlmer! tohave be e Iecl by an angel

published them as The Book of Mormon, after a fourth-century prophet.

The Book of Mormon tells the story of three families who traveled from
the ancient Middle East to the Americas, where they eventually ev slved
into Native American tribes. Jesus Christ plays a prominent role in the
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Pat Lyon at the Forge, an 1826-1827
painting of a prosperous blacksmith.

Proud of his accomplishments as a
self-made man who had achieved
success through hard work and skill
rather than inheritance, Lyon asked
the artist to paint him in his shop
wearing his work clothes.

Black institutions

Downward mobility of
free blacks

into use at this time. According to this idea, those who achieved success in
America did so not as a result of hereditary privilege or government favor-
itism as in Europe, but through their own intelligence and hard work. The
market revolution enriched numerous bankers, merchants, industrialists,
and planters. It produced a new middle class—an army of clerks, accoun-
tants, and other office employees who staffed businesses in Boston, New
York, and elsewhere. It created new opportunities for farmers who profited
from the growing demand at home and abroad for American agricultural
products, and for skilled craftsmen such as Thomas Rodgers, a machine
builder who established a successful locomotive factory in Paterson, New
Jersey. New opportunities for talented men opened in professions such as
law, medicine, and teaching. By the early 1820s, there were an estimated
10,000 physicians in the United States.

tace and Opportunity

The market revolution affected the lives of all Americans. But not all
were positioned to take advantage of its benefits. Most blacks, of course,
were slaves, but even free blacks found themselves excluded from the
new economic opportunities. The 220,000 blacks living in the free states
on the eve of the Civil War (less than 2 percent of the North's popula-
tion) suffered discrimination in every phase of their lives. The majority
of blacks lived in the poorest, unhealthiest sections of cities like New
York, Philadelphia, and Cincinnati. And even these neighborhoods
were subject to occasional violent assault by white mobs, like the armed
bands that attacked blacks and destroyed their homes and businesses in
Cincinnati in 1829.

Barred from schools and other public facilities, free blacks laboriously
constructed their own institutional life, centered on mutual-aid and educa-
tional societies, as well as independent churches, most notably the African
Methodist Episcopal Church. Richard Allen of Philadelphia, a Methodist
preacher, had been spurred to found the church after being forcibly removed
from his former church for praying at the altar rail, a place reserved for whites.

Whereas many white Americans could look forward to a life of eco-
nomic accumulation and individual advancement, large numbers of free
blacks experienced downward mobility. At the time of abolition in the
North, beeaiise of widespread slave ownership among eighteenth-century
artisans, a considerable number of northern blacks possessed craft skills.
But it became more and more difficult for blacks to utilize these skills once
they became free. Although many white artisans criticized slavery; most
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How did the market recsolution affect the lives of workers, women, and African-Ame ricans?

viewed | g;e freed slaves as low-wage competitors and sought to bar them .
from skilled employment.

Hostility from white craftsmen, however, was only one of many obsta-
cles that kept blacks confined to the lowest ranks of the labor market. White '
employers refused to hire them in anvthing but menial positions, and white
customers did not wish to be served by them. The result was a rapid decline
in economic status until by mid-century, the vast majority of northern
blacks labored for wages in unskilled jobs and as domestic servants. The
state census of 1855 revealed 122 black barbers and 808 black servants in
New York City, but only 1lawyer and 6 doctors. Nor could free blacks take
advantage of the opening of the West to improve their economic status, a
central component of American freedom. Federal law barred them from
access to public land, and by 1860 four states—Indiana, Illinois, lowa, and
Oregon—prohibited them from entering their territory altogether.

Limited opportunity for free
blacks

The Cult of Domesticity

Women, too, found many of the opportunities opened by the market revo-

lution closed to them. As the household declined as a center of economic

production, many women saw their traditional roles undermined by the

availability of mass-produced goods previously made at home. Some

women, as noted above, followed work as it moved from household to fac- ~ Married, a lithograph from around

tory. Others embraced a new definition of femininity, which glorified not a 16848, dapicta ayouny; middie-class
" . i % G family at home. It exemplifies the cult

woman’s contribution to the family’s economic well-being, but her ability domeatiohy, I Whick wormens

to create a private environment shielded from the competitive tensions of  social role was to fufil their family

the market economy. Woman’s “place” was in the home, a site increasingly  responsibilities.

emptied of economically productive functions as work moved from the

household to workshops and factories. Her role was to sustain nonmarket

values like love, friendship, and mutual obligation, providing men with a
shelter from the competitive marketplace.

The earlier ideology of “republican motherhood,” which allowed
women a kind of public role as mothers of future citizens, Subtly evalved
into the mid-nineteenth-century “cult of domesticity.” “In whatever situ-
ation of life a woman is placed from her cradle to her grave,” declared The
Young Lady’s Book, one of numerous popular magazines addressed to female
audiences of the 1820s and 1830s, “a spirit of obedience and submission,
pliability of temper, and humility of mind, are required from her.”

With more and more men leaving the home for work, women did
exercise considerable power over personal affairs within the family. The
rapid decline in the American birthrate during the nineteenth century
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(from an average of seven children per woman in 1800
to four in 1900) cannot be explained except by the con-
scious decision of millions of women to limit the num-
ber of children they bore. But the idea of domesticity
minimized women's even indirect participation in the
outside world. Men moved freely between the public
and private “spheres”; women were supposed to remain
cloistered in the private realm of the family.

Women and Work

Prevailing ideas concerning gender bore little relation to

the experience of those women who worked for wages
at least some time in their lives. They did so despite
severe disadvantages. Women could not compete freely for employment,
since only low-paying jobs were available to them. Married women still

An image from a female infant's 1830
birth and baptismal certificate depicts

a domestic scene, with women at . : . .
W whia rrign:rala: could not sign independent contracts or sue in their own names, and not

until after the Civil War did they, not their husbands, control the wages they
earned. Nonetheless, for poor city dwellers and farm families, the labor of
all family members was essential to economic survival. Thousands of poor
women found jobs as domestic servants, factory workers, and seamstresses.
Expanding middle class For the expanding middle class, however, it became a badge of respect-
ability for wives to remain at home, outside the disorderly new market
economy, while husbands conducted business in their offices, shops, and
factories. In larger cities, where families of different social classes had
previously lived alongside one another, fashionable middle-class neigh-
borhoods populated by merchants, factory owners, and professionals like
lawyers and doctors began to develop. Work in middle-class homes was

done by domestic servants, the largest employment category for women
in nineteenth-century America. The freedom of the middle-class woman—
defined in part as freedom from labor—rested on the employment of other
women within her household.

Even though most women were anything but idle, in a market econ-
omy where labor increasingly meant work that created monetary value, it
became more and more difficult to think of labor as encompassing anyone
but men. Discussions of labor rarely mentioned housewives, domestic ser-
vants, and female outworkers, except as an indication of how the spread of
capitalism was degrading men. The idea that the male head of household

A “family wage” should command a “family wage” that enabled him to support his wife and
children became a popular definition of social justice. It sank deep roots not
only among middle-class Americans but among working-class men as well.
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The idea of economic security

Tensions in the market
revolution
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boardinghouses. They carried banners affirming their rights as “daughters
of free men,” and, addressing the factory owners, they charged that “the
oppressive hand of avarice [greed] would enslave us.”

Rooted in the traditions of the small producer and the identification of
freedom with economic independence, labor’s critique of the market econ-
omy directly challenged the idea that individual improvement—Emerson’s
«self-trust, self-reliance, self-control, self-culture”—offered an adequate
response to social inequality. Orestes Brownson, in hisinfluential essay “The
Laboring Classes” (1840), argued that the solution to workers' problems did
not require a more complete individualism. What was needed instead, he
believed, was a “radical change [in] existing s ycial arrangements” so as to
produce “equality between man and man.” Here lay the origins of the idea,
which would become far more prominent in the late nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries, that ecconomic security —a standard of life below which no
person would fall—formed an essential part of American freedom.

Thus, the market revolution transformed and divided American society
and its conceptions of freedom. It encouraged a new emphasis on individu-
alism and physical mobility among white men while severely limiting the
options available to women and African-Americans. It opened new opportu-
nities for economic freedom for many Americans while leading others to fear
that their traditional economic independence was being eroded. In a demo-
cratic society, it was inevitable that the debate over the market revolution

and its consequences for freedom would be reflected in American politics.




